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See also Theatres of Boston: a 
stage and screen history 
(PN2277.B6K56 2005 BRC) 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


https://archive.org/details/buildingstreetscO2bost_0 
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o “Mise *t iesteee Cédarhoim ce . ny ae e Mo Si 
«Fine Arts Reference Librarian .... 6, 0) ae ants 
Boston. Public Library | | : i a 


Copley Square TE RE gee 


tee Is 


‘tt gives me great eta ches to ee able to provide, for your 


Boston, MA o2nis of ra ig aes " | 4 “6 


ae Dear Tess: 7 


collection, copies of building and streetscape survey forms 


“and maps for the "Allston-Brighton, Dorchestér/Mattapan, : a 
“and Theatre Area" neighborhood. 


The surveys were con- 


ducted, by consultants and administered by the Boston 


_ invaluable. 


Landmarks Commission. The funding for this study came in 
part from the Boston Redevelopment Authority, in part from 
the Boston Landmarks Commission, and in part through the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission , Office of the Secretary 
of State, from the matching grant-in-aid program for historic 


“preservation by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation 


Service, Department of the Interior. The assistance which 
*The Boston Public Library”. provided to this project was 
The Commission hopes that your members and 


be interested residents can eeety use the inven: 


Please feel tree to call if ine have any questions about this 
material. a 





ae) 
tis Hos 
PENT? re 
bs! 
ny 
{iit 
oe . 
Rc amay 5 
i i Roy 
Milk 
Lid mt 
ad = y 
Pe: 
ee 
yee 
bet 
pe & 
‘ 
ae 
+ Sn r? y Yor 








Me ; , 
: : aa 
4 e/ or ¥ 
7 j 
a 
0 
al 
3 
j 
7 t ' 
w we 
ae ® ; “47 
mY ws 
"I 
. = F 4 
P ' | 
aie 
‘ ’ ? 7 a Pe 
' 7s.<104 
tts 3) 
ott ‘fet i 
' i ,) oa! pc j ¢ 
i tel! “oe 
Or eee oh Oe) 


™ fe) . Sechite: kar al, anni: aud i 
2 . ft ’ ' Gi Ot. Ghs Cain Ceo Shee 147 | ne 
y fl chive & spe ti | ‘i oi: (ASR rguel!. beter 
ai iit oa = 8: cidith eam Beat 
: TOs ; Agee ox? att i a 


Ay ee) anges © fae Nap 
i thes jap ats a 
v 
ey eae 
4 » 





street List 


Theatre Area Survey Yok AE 


Avery (22-30) 

Beach (6-40, 7-29) 

Boylston Place (1-6) 
Boylston St. (36-162, 25-39) 
Carver (12-16) Vo |. 
Charles St. South (58-82) 
Eliot (6-52, 3-29) 

Essex (38, 11-45) 

Harrison Ave Extension (34) 
Harrison Ave (19-83) 
Haymarket Place 

ea ertetas 

LaGrange (12-22, 15-29) 
Mason (64-88) 





Park Square (2-10) 

Stuart (154-170, 13-143) | Vol. I 
Tremont (148-274, 221-279) 

Warrenton (76-102) 

Washington (590-702, 511-707) 


West (16-32) 





Historic Inventory Mao Codina System - Boston 


City is divided inte the follawing districts, note abbreviations. 
A capital letter or pair will always precede a number far esding. 


East Bastan ss - Seuth 8cstan 

Charlestown JP - Jamaica Plain 

Nerth End/Waterfrent R - RoxBury 

Back Bay D = Ocrchester 

Beacsn Hill RD - Rosiindale 

Bay Village/Chinatown WR - West Roxbury 

Fenway/Kenmore HP - Hyde Park 

Allsten/Srightan GOwe - Government Canter/North Station 
Mission Hill WE - West End 

Seuth End CBD - Central Susiness District 


Numerical system is divided ints the fallowing use categories. 
(MHC esce is the underiying structure here with additional break- 
dewns to deal with the large number of structures in the City). 


Buildines 1-739 


Further broken down ints: 


Residential 1-399 


Cineluding ail types of residentia] structures, apartments, 
cut Suildings, such as carriage houses, barms, stadies, 
and garaces) 


Commercial 400-499 


(including retail, office, bank, gas stations, fast ‘cod, 
auto repair, super markets, shopping canter, hotai, theatre, 
combined commerciai/residential ) 


Institutional S00-sS¢ 


Cineiuding church, school, municipal, hospital, nursing 
heme, ciub, R.R. station, civic, stadium) 


Manufacturing 700-739 


including manufacturing, lofts, factsry warehcuse, mill 


Cemetary 800-8S9 





Structures, Parks, Monuments, Markers 900-999 


Cinciuding Bridge, canal, dam, tumne!, read/path, windmill, 


fort, 


standpipe, marker/tablet, statue, fountain, milestone, 


carks, benches, training fields, clecks) 


as 


HOO 
M371 


Streetscepes 1000-x 


Examole of Row to use systam 


- reflects a residential structure in Dorchester 
- refiects a Bridge in Hyde Park 
- reflects 4 commercial structure in Hyde Park 
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TH-CBD 440 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR.AreaC #1H-3% 
ADDRESS 2 Park Square coR. 176 Boylston* 
, Carver St. 
NAME 
_ present original 


MAP No. 24N /12E~ SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE__1887-89 Damrell, p.. 65 


source (no permit) 


ARCHITECT " 
source 


it 
as =—S 


/ 


3UILDER Neal & Preble n 
source 
Michael B. Moskow 


WWNER_ Henry ree et al / 2 Park Sa, Room 405 
original present 


wotocrapus 3 “/4 +99 ; 
Ward 5, Parcel # 46, UTM#19/329900/4690740 
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TYPE (residential) single double row ee 3-deck ten apt. 
(Qon=residential) stores and offices 

NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) id plus 

ROOF Blac cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (brick) (stone brownstane concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Panel brick commercial bldg with main facades on Park Sq 

7 bays) and Boylston (3 bays). Intact early storefront at 176 Boylston, 
principal entrance at 2 Park Sq. flanked by brownstone pilasters rising 
to level 4-& capped by brownstone triangular pediment. Wall surfaces forme 
by advancing and receeding brick planes and brick & brownstone architraves 
in varied classical styles, Cormices above levels 4,6,7 & Parsl brick 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION (@inor) moderate drastic design. at topmost stor 
some storefront A eer 

CONDITION good) fair poor LOT AREA 3595 sq. feet 

NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Irregularly shaped building with facades on 

Boylston, Park Sq. and CarvVéY, Tocated on important comer site at 


junction of the Boston Common, Boston Garden and Park Sq, visual terminus 
ot “Piano Kow™ ae 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) ¢ Park Square 


Ct is significant as. the theatre area's best 
(Map) ree example of the. "Panel Brick"style, as the 


area's only known work by the distinguished 
fey of Snell & e d it 


anchor building of "Piano Row." 


(NRD/C) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation ; 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts © settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


George Snell (1820-1893), senior partner in the firm of Snell & 
Gregorson, was born and trained in England, arrived in Boston in 
1850, and opened the office of Snell & Gregorson about 1860. The firm 
designed the old Music Hall, Studio Building, Hotel Oxford, many 
fine private residences in the Back Bay “© & the Concord Public Librar 

The. original building included only #2 Park Square--#3 and #4 were 
constructed between 1890 and 1895. One of the early tenants(at 1764 
Boylston )was George Burwell's apothecary, located in the storefront 
where Green's Luggage store is today. According to Damrell, the estima 
cost of the building was $125, 000. 





ee a ~~ ~ - + meme we . - ~ nn oe 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) S..5 sietseeee : 


National Register: Part of suggested "Piano Row" district. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


1. Charles Damrell, Half Century of Boston Building, 1895, p. 65 
2. Withey, Biographical Dictionary of American Architects 
3..-Am. Arch. and Bldg. News, obituary of Geo. Snell, March 4, 1893 





TH-CBD 441 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form Ne: Area CBD 


Area_C #H-34 
‘ ADDRESS 3 Park Square cop. 


NAME : 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 

DATE 1890-1895 Atlas (no permit) 
source 

ARCHITECT 
source 

BUILDER 


A, ie Bod SRSOLEL EECA Toe eens Aamo eas 
(1st Atlas owner) Wichael B. Moskow 
OWWER_F. Custer et al/ ¢ Park Sq. Room 405 
original present 


L 
PHOTOGRAPHS 4 4/3, Jie Bea ieao 
Ward 5, Parcel # 55 UTM#19/329900/4690740 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
non-residential) commercial 





NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 5 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (brick (stone) brownstow Gconcrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 3-bay Romanesque Revival commercial bldg. with cast iron 
storefront (pilaster & lintel intact); wide 2nd floor metal triple 
window; flat-arched brick lintels over double-hung windows at level 3 & 4 
followed . by brownstone cornice and 3-bay arcade at level 5 with 
brownstone voissoirs and leafy carvings at the springline; metal cornice 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor) moderate drastic storefront alterations 
CONDITION(good) fair poor LOT AREA 583 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Forms visual ensemble with #2 and #4 Park 
Sq. Part of "Piano Row" cea sate 2 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) This building 


1s significant as part of the visual 





(Map) | ensemble of three late 19th century brick 





and brownstone buildings at 2-4 Park Square 





which together form the visual terminus 





of: “Piano. Row! 
(NRD/C)’ June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
The store and office building replaced an earlier bowfront and was 
constructed under separate ownership from*2 and“4, but the well-preserv 
Romanesque facade blends well with its neighbors. 





ee ~ 6 Ss ee — ‘ Se emma wee em an — oo 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 





National Register: Part of suggested "Piano Row" di strict. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


TH-CBD 442 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR Area C #7H-Yo 
. ADDRESS 4 Park Square COR. 


ea NAME 
ae present original 
= MAP No. 2UN /12R SUB AREA Theatre 
Ta | DATE__1890-1895 Atlas (no permit) _ 
ai source 
~- ARCHITECT 
ns source 
BUILDER 
(orig. Atlas owner?""ichael B. Moskow 
games Jihe HGE5 cen Bal 2 Park Sq, Room 405 
original present 





puoocraPus 4 4/y, */3, 3 2/y +79 + 


Ward 5, Parcel #54 UTM#19/329900/4690740 
TYPE (residential) single double row. 2-fam. 3-deck tan apt. 


(non-residential) commercial 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 6 plus 
ROOF Plat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (bric® (stone) brownstoneconcrete iron/steel/alun. 
aoanemaO Telit 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 4-bay Renaissance Revival commercial building; cast iron 
storefront (with intact piers & metal cormmice); levels 2 and 6 of brown- 
stone with single windows; level 3-5 of brick with brownstone architraves 


surrounding paired windows; classical cornices or sill courses between 
each level; heavy projecting copper leafy modillion cornice. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION (@inor) moderate drastic partially altered storefront 
CONDITION good) fair poor LOT AREA 1494 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS forms visual ensemble with 2 and 3 Park Square 


at west end of "Piano Row". Next to site of proposed State Transportatio: 
uilding. ae | 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) AS with*¥2 and#3 


Park Square, this building is important becau: 


(Map ) | ft is part of a visual grouping of three 
brick & brownstone late 19th century 
commercial buildings which anchor the west 
end of"Piano Row" at the corner of the 


(NRD/C) Jue, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) — 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication ee ee ae humanitarian 
Communi ty/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


Common and Garden. | 

4 Park Square was built by the same owner as 2 Park Sq, and the 
two buildings are adjacent in the rear. The commercial structure 
replaced an earlier Greek Revival bowfront residence. 





#2/ (1887) 


ee we ote mee _ se ee ee - . ™ we ee 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


+ ee we ses ee 


National Register: Part of suggested "Piano Row" district. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 





TH-CBD 443 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 5-6 Park Squarecop. 
yams Suffolk-Franklin Savings/Franklin Saving 


present original 
MAP No. Ns SUB AREA Theatre 
ori bldg 1090-1095 Atlas tno permit) 
DATE Sto Seeroae 1925 permit 
source 


orig. bldg. - unknown 
ARCHITECT storefront- Wm. Austin 


source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 





5 é 
puorocrapas © ~/5: 7/6 *79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) bank and offices 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 23 (originally 6) plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) Orick) stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Drastically altered turn-of-the-century commercial building 


with intact early 20th century 3-bay marble storefront and bank lobby; 
6-bay brick second floor with flat arched lintels; stone belt band; 


then $ of the original 3rd story (other 3 plus upper 3 stories removed) 


aad ae 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate removal of upper 34 stories 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 4330 sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Scheduled to be demolished for new State 
Tr peed Build: 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 
| Because of removal of upper stories. the 
(Map) | building has lost its architectural 
Intesrity and simificance 





CM yee ing 6.979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social/ 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation 
development Taya 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


wise 7 e<Oipes sd + 5 = we 2 Grade — - 2 aveereae. wer -0 =e. . “ . 7 ae 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Vacant since Feb, 1979. Scheduled to be demolished. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


| TH- CBD 444 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD *F 


ADDRESS _7-8 Park Square COR. eee: 
. opened ; 
NAME Seaman's Hotel/ Hotel Georgian( in 1912, 


present original 


MAP No. ol /128 SUB AREA tre | 
orig. bldg. 1890-1895 Atlas (no permit 


DATE remodelling 1911 newspaper _accoun™ 


source & periodicals ) 
orig. bldg.- unknown V2 sele 
ARCHITECT  remodelling- C.H. Blackall —' '-’~ 
_ source 
: orig. bldg.- unknown 
BUILDER : ‘s = + 
OFS Log source 
W.E.. Shedd 
OWNER ins 
Original present 





puorocrapus 6 -/4 °79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) orig. bldg: stores and offices 


remodelling: hotel and restauran 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 5 plus 





ROOF TLat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
€oncret 


( pais ena pees stone iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 6-bay Colonial Revival hotel with rusticated 1st floor 

and central entrance, 2nd floor with two Doric colums set in antis 

between paired fluted pilasters which flank inset Adamesque garland panels 

metal cornice dtvides 2nd & 3rd stores; upper 3 floors are brick with 

“rectangular windows at level 3 & 4 and rounded windows at level 5, 

metal cornice and iron roof balustrade. : : 

EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drasticmajor change since 1911 is metal 
ouble window architraves on 

CONDITION good air —poot)gotorioratikOl AREA__6199 sq. feet upper sectio 


level 3-4) 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 








Transportation Building. 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Hotel 
Georgian is an example of adaptive re-use 


(Map) nie "dating back to 1911, when architect Clarence 


Blackall was hired by the trustees of the 
Eben Jord ec 128 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social / 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation 
development ee. 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
structures into a hotel and restaurant. 

The hotel, which opened in 1912, advertised genial, artistic 
surroundings with neither the "easy manners" of the Bohemian resorts n 
the “exclusiveness.and stiffness" of the higher-priced hotels./7 The 
dining room of 6000 sq. ft. had a barrel ceiling with balconies on eac 
side and featured a 14-piece symphonic orchestra and piano recitals du 
the ladies hour. An old English tap room for men was located in the 
basement and bachelor apartments and private dining rooms upstairs. 

The name "Hotel Georgian" was derived from the Georgian style of ar 
itecture used by Blackall in the renovation.3The 1911 changes were 
extensive and were described as follows: "The old structures...have be 
so remodelled that the only portion remaining is a certain part of th 
upper front and even this has been so changed and added to that the 
structure is practically new throughout. The remodelling cost was 
$250,000 and the investment was considered of great importance to the 
development of the Park Square area. 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 

The building is scheduled to be demolished in 1979 and has been. 
allowed to deteriorate. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 

records, early maps, etc. 

1.-Architectural Club Yearbook, 1912 (illus. with Ryo, no text) 

2. Am. Arch. and Bld News, vol. 102, 12/4/1912 (same illus. as above, 
no text 

3. Boston Herald, corer rae ato kie (desc. of opening and illus.) 

4, Boston Globe, March 12, 1912 (") p. 


TH- CBD 445 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 
ADDRESS 9 Park Square cor. 


NAME Trailways Bus Terminal 
present original 


MAP No. 24N /12E SUB AREA Theatre _ Theatre 
DATE 14926 Building Permit 3/9/1926 


source 


source 


ARCHITECT John Gray . 


BUILDER Burton Wiggin 
source 


OWNER Waldorf System Inc. 


original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 5/ 30279 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(Gon-residential) qommercial 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 2 (originally 1.) plus 


ROOF feat cupola dormers 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION heavily altered 


= 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate removal of upper 2 floors 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 2129 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Scheduled to be demolished for new 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribu j 1 


(Map) 











(M-) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


ee 28 Oe ome :_ a “- ee - . ~ ep om eS 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form erate ade CBD 





ADDRESS 10 Park Squarecop. 


NAME Trailways Bus Terminal 


: present original 
MAP No. 2UN/12E _—S—sSUB AREA Theatre 
DATE. post 1950 style 
(or remodelling 8f"&Srlier building) 
ARCHITECT 
source 
- FRSA RES AS ed source 
| LRAILWAYS cs 
a OWNER 
: original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 6 -/2, 5/1 +79 : ae 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 2 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


; 
| (non-residential) 
) 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone concrete iron/steel/alum. /plastic 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION non-descript 20th c. structure Bere 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate drastic 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 2296 sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Scheduled to be demolished for new State 


ion Buildin 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


| Does not contribute architecturally 
(Map ) | 








(M-) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


; é “ - ees 8 on - . - tee 
-— ot eam eee + a - —-e - 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


TH-CBD 447 
Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


154-170 Warrenton 
ADDRESS S GUA bes COR. Charlies St. souun 


NAMES roar OStl Oi LCembremone tot. 9 la7 


present original 


MAP No. 24N/12R SUB AREA 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION 









ee 
: Sesronsne DATE 1907 Building permit 8/27/1927 
* = 2 


source 


ARCHITECT Thomas M. James Co, 
source 


+ 
aa 
en ee 
a ae 





BUILDER not listed on permit 


source 
OWNER Park Square Corporation 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 10 4/5 +79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) Commercial 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) fe plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) (brick stone SRE ogy SASSY alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 4X 9X 7 bay Jacobethan building with principal 9-bay 
facade on Stuart; concrete ist floor with offset right Tudor-arched 
entrance; brick upper levels with quoins used to emphasize comers and 


the 2nd and 8th bays; cast stone cormice and tan brick parapet with shiel: 
Mo tinea becioeand: Oo ole pays a 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor (moderate) drastic entrance and ist floor window 
changes 

CONDITION ood) fair poor LOT AREA jibe race sq. feet 

NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Prominent comer site at bend of Stuart Sie 

bldg. has facades on Warrenton, Stuart and Charles St go 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) Prosaic desim 


by the architect of the Shubert The = 


(Map) ew oo" << “95 e6 rior and the Union-Warren Savings Bank 
at 216-218 Tremont Street ire bie 


theatre area. 
(M+) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


The firm of Thomas M. James & Co., architects and engineers, 
specialized in designing banks. The founder and president of the comp 
Thomas M. James (1875-1942) was born in Cambridge and received his 
architectural training under Samuel J. Brown. After a few years pract 
in the firm of Hill & James he organized his own company in 1909 and 
continued as its active head until his death. He also designed the : 
Commonwealth Atlantic National Bank (1924) and the building at 75 Feder 
eet 


it. ee 


8 ween a . es 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliograph Paci references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
peor os early maps, etc. ) : 


Le Withey, Biographical Dictionary of American Architects, p. 320 





TH-CBD 706 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR ind#lZi- SF 
ADDRESS 11-25 Stuart St cor. 


Name The Dill Building (same) 
present original 





MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 

#T9- = 7 - bldg inscription 
DATE #11-17 1887-1888 - inscription & 

(no permit) Source Lispector’s report 

#19-25 prob. A.S. Drisko 
ARCHITECT 411-17 A.S. Drisko (inspector's 1 
_ source report) 

#19-25 prob. W.S. &G.N. Miller " 


source Tue 
Marvin Myer Cyker 


OWNER : 11 Stuart (#4925) 
Otizing anes present 19 Stuart( #4926 


PHOTOGRAPHS O76: +file , 
# 4925 


aE Ward 3, Parcel # 4926 UTM#19/330000/4690600 
ind OReLc 


TYPE (rssidential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck tan apt. 





‘emercantile: (probably light manufacturing) 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 6 plus 
ROOF flat cupola do mers 
MATERTALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other)<brick stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


(painted white) 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 19th century brick commercial building constructed in two 
identical, symmetrical sections. 2-story metal storefront with 2-story 
engaged French colums. Wide beltband separates storefront from the 4 
brick upper stories, where rectangular and segmental-headed windows are 
organized into 8 bays by wide brick pilasters. Corbel cormice between 5th 
& 6th story and at roofline. Two small stepped parapets inscribed with 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor <moderats> drastic letter "D" & bldg. dates. 
storefronts covered witn modern sheatning. 


CONDITION (good) fair poor LOT AREA 10,558 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Bids, is important in providing a visual 


complement to Jacob Wirth's and reinforcing the 6-story building height 
ommon Ong Stuart and Kneeland Streets. 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Dill 


Building is significant as a fine example 


(Map) : | of the simple, well-proportioned brick 


loft buildings being constructed in the 


Beach/Kneeland/Knavv r ings a 


*¥f : : 
Bie mein ro 7 mee eee eho LS Eliot St. 


Moved; date if known ; d 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 

: The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication ~ Military humanitarian 
Community/ Policrcos Transportation 

development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


last two decades of the 19th century. 

The building was constructed in two stages over a three year period. 
Building inspector's reports} available only for the second section, 
indicate that the architect for that portion was A.S. Drisko, a lesser- 
known Boston architect whose work includes the Emerson Piano Factory in 
the South End. (1890-91) as well as numerous residential buildings in 
the Back Bay, among them 138 Marlborough St, 328 and 377-9 Commonwealth 
Ave. and 154-8 Newbury St. Drisko's specialty appears to have been 
multi-family dwellings. 

The plan for #11-17 (the second section)+shows open rather than 
partitioned spaces, indicating that the building was probably used for 
manufacturing. During the 20th century the building housed the Full & 
Sullivan SITE makers of leather coats,“as well as other clothing 
companies. In 1895,#23 Stuart was occupied by W. Clayton Brennan, a 
furniture dealer. 


~ “Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 


for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


te ne met te 


National Register: Suggested for individustl listing on the Register 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


1... Dept. for the. Inspection: of Busildinss.a Vol. 2536p oe Oo enete 
1888 (record books at Boston Public Library) 
AuAcchatecturaletale), postonrubiiceuL rary 


3- 1913 Boston City Directory 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 


ADDRESS “7-29 Stuart cop, 







NAME 
present original 


ee f 






MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 


, | 


DATE present facade dates from 1922-1928 
source as 
(no permit) 


w ¢ 


|. | esa * / aa 


ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 3 2 509 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 





(non-residential) commerci 
NO. OF STORIES OLSsteromcornice) 5 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone ea iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Non-descript 20th century commercial facade with 
Minimal Classical Revival embellishment 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate drastic heavilv altered f 





CONDITION good fair poor LOT AREA 2091 sa. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Located between Dill Building ar 





SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) Of minor 


3 architectural interest. Permits imply 
(Map) | that the building may be a 33 story 
19th century residential building raised 


-new concrete facade. 


=~» Ff 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


aS ee ee te gk. — = ee - . - a 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) | 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 
| N Ro Sad = 7H-57 
ADDRESS 31-39 Stuart Steéor. 


| eR 



















ak. i 
NAME Jacob Wirth Bldgs. 
present original 
y ee 
MAP No. int SUB AREATheatre Distric 
j 
DATE 1844-45 Deeds 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
EWRIGHTS: Greenleaf C. Sanborn, Thatcher Ross, 
BINKRRKX. & Thomas C. Wait —n. 
source Wm Tl. Tag teen 
3 ae) Sbucst St ‘ 
OWNERGreenleaf C. Sanborn /paGra Lt 
original preseat 
. PHOTOGRAPHS 
“™~ 12 
Worck 3 Barcel Eas 1/3 254 6 9/ 
TYPE single (double) row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. Yb 40 bo 
non-résidential) 
B) e NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 3 plus % (attic) 
: ROOF pitch-ridge parallel cupola dormers 2 on each building 
| to street; slate | 
MATER rame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl . 
(Other) (brick) stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION i> i Greek Revival rowhouses with bow- 
fronted window bays; one story late 19th century storefront addition 
; ros “4 ; . 3 € ; 


3. windows in bay, all have 2/2 sash with flat lintels. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic 
CONDITION ) fair poor LOT AREA 4835 sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 


J (see 
Zoonts dam reverse) 





ae 
Ww)» 
~ 
OE: 
mat s; 2 2 
me 5): 
/ hes 
PAS 
i - £32927, 
ss 1° a 
9609 Stuart o STREET N eae 








ad ance, OSs Mois desla pet dy da te i poy a 4 pSornete rates ite phy 
ce tee tiled ane A ated tecntene ana est ann bttesedeeatete-o memaetneemas: 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 














Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce x Industry _ Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development . 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 












The restaunant buildings are a long-term establishment serving 
authentic German food whose exterior facade and interior fittin 
have changed little since its late 19th century establishment. 
The structures are scarce survivors of a century of urban chang 
soon to be the only remaining examples of their type - the bow- 
fronted Greek Revival row house - in an area in which they once 
abounded. They represent a relatively rare residential type in 
the central city as a whole which serves as an important stylis 
link between the earliest Beacon Hill bowfronts of the Federal 
period and the Italianate style bowfronts that oredominated the. 
new South End in the 1850's and '60's. Built by developer 
housewrights quite active in the South Cove area, they were soor 
sold to “gentlemen” for rental purposes. Jacob Wirth bought #3 
in 1878 as his dwelling above and restaurant below; subsequentl 
he leased #31-33 in 1889 and constructed the storefront that no 
unites them. The heirs of Jake Wirth, originally a baker, oper 
the restaurant until 1965. 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Designated exterior and interior as Landmark by Boston Landmarks 
Commission in restaurant use -- continuing its historic function 
immediately accessible for public use and enjoyment. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. 


Study Report, Boston Landmarks Commission, 10/27/77. Whitehill 
W.M. A Seidel for Jake Wirth (published privately 1963). 


The Neighborhood of the Tavern Club. 
Bostonian Sockety, Roy ek 





TH- CBD 449 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 51-55 Stuart Stcor. 


NAME (Athens Olympia Restaurant) 
present original 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB ARRAS 1 i6a bre se Theatre 
DATE 1919 Building permit 6/5/1919 


source 


ARCHITECT Brainerd & Leeds " Py 


source 


BUILDER G.M. Briggs Const. Co " 
source 


OWNER Chas., H. Gossa/ 
orlginal present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 3 o/ Phos elf fe. 








TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 








restaurant & billiard room 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 3 plus 
ROOF cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (brick) stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 5-bay commercial building with minimal Classical Revival 
accents. Altered 1st floor metal storefront; pressed metal piers and 
spandrals in center three bays of upper two stories; pressed metal dentil 
cornice and brick parapet 

EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor (moderaté) drastic heavily altered storefront 
CONDITION(good) fair poor LOT AREA _ 3030 ‘sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Parking lot to east 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 
inte t 
(Map) 








(M) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known : 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


Architects Wm. H. Brainerd (1862-1941) and Edmund Leeds were activ 
from the 1890's to 1920's in design of public buildings in New Englan 
including the Boston Little Wanderers Home, Congregational Church in 
W. Medford, Town Hall in Athol and Christian Endeavor Society Buildin 
in Boston. Sr. partner Wm. Brainerd trained at MIT and worked in the 
offices of Edmund M. Wheelwright and Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge befo 
joining with Edmund Leeds. 


~ me ee 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, tae assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


1. Withey, Biograpical Dictionary of Am. “Architects Diy eae 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 


Pate ADDRESS 61-67 Stuart cog Eliot Pl. 


NAME 
present original 
MAP No. 2uN /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE 1883-1890 Atlas (no permit) 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 3 ? SOG79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


SEG ae 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 3 plus 


ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (brick) stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Late 19th century building of little style, with ; 
modern storefront and six regularly-spaced double hung window openings in 
brick stories above. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic pitch roof changed to flat (1955. 
storeirofr. a S S 


CONDITION (good) fair poor | LOT AREA 2487 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribute architecturally 
(Map) 











(M) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


-- ao ee em | - ee ~ oe ~ ~ ee ee ee . . ee oe 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) ; 


TOR De 17 
vn, BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 71-77 Stuart Stepp. 232 Tremont St. 


NAME 
present Original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE « CheeelG30 style (no permit) 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 


pHoTocRAPHS 3 2/5, °/5, 6/1 +79 








TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) 
a Rm 0) GUL 6 ae 


NO. OF STORIES ,(1s¢ to, cornice) #75- 2% stories plus 
(Be eielel ies Gaile ir #77- 2 stories (originally 35) 
ROOF #75 gable across cupola ~ dormers #75 has one center 


wooden pedimented 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl dormer 


(Other) (bric: SCO Gnaeus SEE COUCLA LAGE LONG testy ais 
common bond > 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION #71- Small 1-story storefront probably Greek Revival with 
-modern facade; #75- Virtually intact 3-bay Greek Revival residential bldg. 
with offset right entrance, rectangular brownstone sills & lintels, right 
end wall chimney on front slope, iron balcony between stories, brick 
block cornice; #77- Originally a 33 story Greek Revival facing Tremont, 


upper two floors removed, lower two floors drastically altered. 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate drastic evar. 


#77 drastically gltered 
1 407 SG.ee. 


a 


Sgro. 
CONDITION good (fair) poor LOT AREA 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Located at important intersection 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) Although the 


buildings are on a single parcel and were 
(Map) traditionally under one ownership, #71-77 
Stuart can best be vi d S t te 


+ f : , ; 2 2 


N e 
eS June, 1979 urally important. 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 










Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


All three parts appear to date from the Greek Revival period. 
However, #77, originally 33 stories, has been heavily altered at level 
1 and 2 and the upper 13 stories have been removed. #71, probably a 
small ell addition to the center residence, may have a brick facade 
under the present 20th c. sheathing but its importance is secondary 
to #75, an exceptionally well-preserved modest Greek Revival dwelling. 
As a 23 story intact example of the Greek Revival style, this part 
of the building is unique in the theatre area. 


dab. 


wees an copy ie “— — - ——- ci 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, 1 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, ut 


If the northeast corner of Stuart and Tremont is developed, the 
feasibility of moving #75 should be investigated. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


Photograph of 77 Stuart (also numbered 232 Tremont) can be found 
in BPL Print Dept. under 216-254 Tremont 


TH-CBD 451 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 





ADDRESS 123 Stuart St, COR. 
NAME 1-2-3- Lounge 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB ARFA lheatre 
DATE #mid-20th c. style (no permit) 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 6 + / 1°79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) bar & lounge 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 1 plus 
ROOF nia Era ip cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) Oricky stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Non-descript 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate drastic 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 11297 “sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Scheduled to be demolished for new 
State Transportation Building 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribute architecturally 





(Map) 











(M-) June, 1979 


j 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ POtieL can Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


mae ome —— = -s : . . - oe a wee 
we Seen ee + -~-.-: ~- - - —--— 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) | 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


TH-CBD 452 CBD 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 


ADDRESS 129 al tote se COR. 


vamp Gary Theatre/ Plymouth Theatre 





present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DULlIding permi 
paTeE 1910-11 opening 9/23/1911 
| source 
ARCHITECT Clarence H. Blackall ermit) : 
source 
BUILDER. George Fuller Co. (permit) 
source 
OWNER Bliot ; 
original present 
ceed st 
Ea ectite PHOTOGRAPHS 64 /2*79 : 


TYPE. (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) theatre 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) equivalent to 4 plus 
; in height 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) (brick stone iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Classical Revival facade of brick and concrete hidden 
under 1950's sign. a 


EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS minor moderate drastic facade obscured, probably not 
extensively altered 


CONDITION good fair poor LOT AREA ist bys by Z sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS On site of planned State Transportati 
Building adjacent to Union Oyster House buildings at -14 
SA CUIET CANCE. (cont'd on SE) UN BEY 
ymouth is notable as one of 14 Boston 
theatres by C.H. Blackall, as one of the 
tty S Major Legitimate theatres for many 


(Map) Je eh ee ee 
our o e Abbey Theatre Company. 
The 1500-seat theatre was built to house 
rama and light comedy and was described in 
early accounts as coz compact and home- 
The eclectic classical exterior featured a 


(N+) June, 1979 3-story arch with dentil cornice above. 


Moved; date if known ; ee, 


Themes (check as many as applicable) © 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts 6 settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Foyer photographs show simple colonial trim. The theatre had both a balcony 
mezzanine; boxes were removed in later remodelling. 

The history, rather than the architecture, of the Plymouth is its most 
distinctive claim. The Plymouth opened with repertory performances by the Ab 
Theatre Company of Ireland on the first stop of their first American tour. 
Traveling with the company were its two founders, Wm. Butler Yeats, greatest 
Irish poets and dramatists, and Lady Gregory, playwright and sponsor of the 
pany. Among other works they staged the Am. premiere of "Playboy of the West 
World," then considered politically explosive. The Plymouth,originally ope 
by a N.Y. producing firm and managed by Geo. Tyler, was later leased to Geo. 
Cohan and Sam Harris. In 1927 it was bought by the Shuberts and used for pre- 
Broadway tryouts. Many plays were tested and rewritten here, including "You 
Take It With You," "The Man Who Came to Dinner’ "The Time of Your Life’ 
“Light Up The Sky,;""Happy Time," and-"Picnic.” »According to Eitiop horton 
“Without this work, |the revisions] some of them, instead of becoming prospero 
and even famous, would have failed. The Plymouth was, to this extent, one of 
the crucibles of the American drama."2 

In 1957 the Plymouth was purchased by Ben Sack and reopened as the Gary. 
The interior was totally remodelled and--the boxes removed: 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) | 


Scheduled to be demolished in 1979. Petition for Landmark Jestenat a 
denied by Boston Landmarks Commission, spring 1979 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
recorss», early Maps, etc.) 


liot Norton, Broadway Down East, Boston, 1979, p. 44-45, 
aCe Norton, column in Boston Adverti ser, dune 9; Lay 


Am. Arch. and Bldg News, vol. 107, #2049, 3/31/1915 ee and ext. 
photos and plans) 
Boston Sunday Globe, 9/21/1911 p. 9 (description) also 9/17/1911 


Boston Post, 9/17/1911 

Traveller, 9/19/1911 

Boston Herald 9/26/1978 

Petition to the Boston Landmarks Commission for designation 

of the Plymouth/Gary as a Boston City Landmark, BLC files (1979) 
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PLYMOUTH THEATRE, BOSTON, MASS. 


MR. C. H. BLACKALL, 4RCHITEOT 


(N.B.In remodelling the theatre into a movie house, Sack feeatre s 
removed the "box" 


original continuous lin 
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; TH-CBD 18 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 133 Stuart COR. 
NAME 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE pre-1874 Atlas (no permit) 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 3 3/3 /y, fo oe ot). 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential probably combined commercial & residential 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) L plus 1 
mansard with patternet—— —_-"____-___. __"_ 23 with pedimented 


ROOF & scolloped slates cupola - dormers lintel 

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) stone concrete iron/steel/alum. 
(painte an ) ot 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 2-bay French Academic Mansard with 3-story polygonal 

wooden oriel at offset right and paired windows with wooden capped 

paneled lintels at offset left, bracketed dentil cornice, chimey 

at right.. } | es, 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION drastic Colonial Revival Union Oyster 
House storefront (1 


CONDITION(good) fair poor __ LOT AREA. 4794 sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Forms visual unit with 135-143 Stuart. On 


eite of planned State Transportation Building, 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


aes _state of preservation, The storefront, 
which extends from 133-145 Stuart, was 
rH j 2 ; " 


(N+) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


authentic old New England Colonial storefront" fo be "in keeping 
with the tradition of the Union Oyster House." 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Scheduled to be demolished, 1979. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, Sap assessor's 
cecords:, early Maps, etc.) 


1. Alteration permit, Building Dept. 


| TH-CBD 19 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 135-139 Stuart cor. 





NAME 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE. _pre-1874 Atlas (no permit) 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 3 3/3 3/y.79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck tan apt. 
robably combined use 











NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 4 DLUS eee 
Mansard with pattemed 1 flat-roofed 
ROOF cupola dormers. dormer with 3 





window openings 

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 

(Other) @rick stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 

(painted tan) Pt a aa 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION Panel Brick Mansard with roof shape and slate pattem 
matching #133 Stuart; stilted segmental brick arches and brick lintel 
courses over windows at levels 2 & 4, flat stone lintel courses at level 
3, sawtooth banding between floors, chimney on offset right exterior 
wall, bracketed cornice. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION G@ino®)-Goderat® drastic Colonial Revival Union Oyster 
House front (19 extends from 


CONDITION dod) fair poor ___LOT AREA 1234 sq. feet 133-143 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Forms visual unit with buildings on each 
~ | 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Fine example of its style in excellent 
(Map) state of preservation. 


(N+) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known . 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


wk we ere + ee ~a- ~~ . - ee - . ~ oo ee ee 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


scheduled to be demolished, 1979 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


TH-CBD 20 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 141-143 Stuart cor. 


NAME 
present Original 


MAP No. 24N /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE 1875 Building permit 8/26/1875 


source 


ARCHITECT 


; . source 
Hewitt & Webster, masons 


BUILDER Fred McKenzie, carpenter 
source 


OWNER Wm. Timlin 
Original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 3 3/2 , 6 4/y +29 











TYPE esidential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


Store and dwelling for three families (according to 
permit) 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) y plus at 
ROOF fist cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) brick — esEsn) marble concrete iron/steel/alun. 
Painted van) 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 4-bay Neo-Grec commercial building with regular 
fenestration pattern and heavily articulated wall surface. Incised 
énd floor lintels, sill courses between stories, corbel table and 
cornice supported on 5 large brackets. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION drastic 
. House storefront (1965) extends 
CONDITION Good) fair poor LOT AREA 2317 sq. feet from 133-143 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Forms visual unit with two adjacent buildings. 


On site of planned State Transportation Building 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


One of only two Neo-Grec buildings in the 


(Map) theatre area in. excellent stat 


1 
_preservation. Permit indicates that the 
estimated cost of the building was 


(N+) June, 1979 - $18,000 (exclusive of land). 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community/ 
development 





Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 


Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 
invention 
Social/ 
humanitarian 
Transportation 


Significance (include een tanation of themes checked above) 


A~2  weqsyer wes .=+ 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) | 


Scheduled to be demolished, 


Lote 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, Saat assessor's 


records, 


early maps, etc.) 


tes TH-CBD 453 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR Area % ctr- lO 
ae 34-44 West St. 


ADDRESS 148-149 Tremont COR. 1-3 Mason St. 















s Bau UP er present original 
, it. aa i MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
oe ran Sep | : 
f BSS ps DATE 1912 Vanished Boston} p. 10 
dat te source (no permit 
ee 7 wre source 
. BUILDER 
source 


Thomas A. Diab 
OWNER Amory A. Lawrence/ 303 Stuart,Room 707- 


original present 1 
PHOTOGRAPHS 5 9/5, 10 */3 +79 
Ward 3, Parcel #4860 UTM#197/330040/4691040 


TYPE (residential) single double COWee 2>t dlls CeCe Le mat. 


sete aRt eae 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 11 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) brick Gtonaslimestone concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION U-shaped Renaissance Revival "palazzo skyscraper" with 
principal 4-bay facade on Tremont and 14 bays on West organized into 2 
4-bay pavillions and a 6-bay recessed center courtyard area filled in by 
a 4-story metal section. One additional bay and main entrance formed by 
cutting off Tremont/West comer. Intact pressed metal storefront, rustica- 
ted 2nd story, windows of "shaft" cut cleanly from smooth limestone 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic surface. Modillion comice, 
roof balustrade, copper _ 

CONDITION(good) fair poor CLOT AREA 8200S. Fe8t. Clock on 

: ; . Tremont St. 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Prominent corner site overlookin 
Boston Common. Truncating one corner of the building and See a 
polygonal entrance porch further emphasizes corner site. Part of "West 
Street" area This stately 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) early 20th c. 


. Renaissance Revival skyscraper is simificant 

(Map) . because of its intact quality, well-preserved 
pressed metal storefront, importance to the 
West streetscape, and history as a part of 


the Chandler & Co. department store. 


NRD/C) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural xX Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce K Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Communi ty/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The land at the cormer of West and Tremont was owned for over a centu 
by the Lawrence family, beginning with the eminent merchants Amos Lawrence 
who purchased the easternmost Colonnade Row house in 1821.° Sometime afte 
Amos's death in 1852 the estate secs a 5-story French Academic Mansard 
commercial building on the site? which they replaced with the present bl 
in 1912. The building at 150 Tremont also belonged to the Lawrences. 

In 1923 the building was purchased by Chandler & Co, which had moved 
from Winter to 151 Tremont (the Chickering Building, now demolished) in 1 
and had expanded into the Oliver Ditson Building at 150 Tremont by 1917-1 
In 1927 Chandler & Co. added 2 stories to the 6-bay 2-story metal “infill 
area along West St; architects were Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott. 
Chandler & Co. was one of the best known Boston clothing firms and dated 
back to 1810. Its founder, Thomas Brewer, was popularly credited with 

selling the first ready-made dress in Boston. The store took on its 
present name in the 1860's or 70's and generally catered to the "carriage 
trade;' a fact which necessitated their moving from Winter to Tremont,St. 
when the street became too crowded to accomodate waiting carriages. 
The building is currently used for offices. 


* ~ em ree 
are ion ee ees 
-_ —. ~ 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) | 
ie TS ie ahaa PUSS OL COLE 
National Register: Part of,West Street District 


a 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 

records, early Maps, etc.) 

4. Vanished Boston, Bostonian Society, 1966, p. 10 (photo with date 
of building in caption) 

2. Newspaper clipping in Boston Athenaeum file, Tremont St (undated, 
newspaper unknown) 

. Boston Evening Transcript, 5/2/1923 

SPNEA photo 

GurrentcAfTairs we deuptbe.e,ae/10/19ee p. 151) (exten news 

6.(NB- Owner has no information on architect of building) 
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Chandler & Company 


ENTERING 
Ovur 120TH 
YEAR OF 
BUSINESS 











ST 





‘TREMONT 
STREET at 
West 


apn peeeete a 


“The Creation of a Thousand Forests ts in one Acorn’?* 


HE power of progress of our business house is no greater than its principles 


kept from the past and carried on steadfastly through the years. 
in our glorious and triumphs ant march of progress has been 


and better 'Chandlers& Cov 


This great business began in 1810 when 
Thomas Brewer started a tiny shop at the north 
corner of Washington Street then known as 
Newbury Street and Boylston Street. 

In pre-Revolutionary days James Brewer, a 
good pump and blockmaker lived in a small 
wooden house at the foot of Summer Street. In 
this historical old house several members of the 
famous Tea Party met in 1773. James Brewer 
acted as a confidential messenyver between Han- 
cock and George Washington. 

James Brewer's son, Vhomas, opened a dry 
goods store at the north corner of what is now 
known as Washington and Boylston Sts. in 1810 
and in 1815 took for a partner, Samuel Johnson. 

When Thomas Brewer retired from this small 
but flourishing dry goods business David Lynch 
Mayo joined forces with it. 


Old ledgers now in existence contain the 
names of Boston's oldest families including: 
John Quincy Adams, B. B. Appleton, Jonas 


Chickering, Henry Sargent, Nehemiah Parson, 
J. G. Loring, Rheuben Brooks, Robert G. Shaw, 


Wittard Sears, Elias B. Thayer, Mrs. Judge 
Dawes, Peter Hunnewell, Josiah Quincy, Jr., 
Charles Elliot, Sarah I. Hale. 


Next the hrm moved to Washington and West 
Streets and it was at this interesting point in 
its history that John Chandler became its senior 
member—the name became Chandler and Com- 
pany and has remained. so ever since. 

A short time before the great Boston fire 
Chandler and Company moved from Summer 
Street to a beautiful store on Winter Street, 
This was before the days of electricity and 
elevators but these things were cradually to 
make quite a change in the larger stores, 

Two tloors were suthcient to take care of the 
merchandise, India shawls, silks, dress goods, 
linens, blankets, cottons, hosiery, underwear, 
xloves and laces were the balance of the stock. 


Each step 
marked by a larger 


Let us glance back through the years to the acorn 
as it. Was sown in the rich soil of reliability, integrity and ‘ 


‘keeping faith.” 


Some of the things were imported and an India 
shawl was as luxurious then as a beautiful fur 
coat is now. At that time ladies’ dresses and 
coats were made by dressmakers. 

The creation of the thousand forests was in 
the making, a few more trees each year—new 
devices, more intensive merchandising. 

In 1905 the business was incorporated and 
Mr. C.F. Bacon, the present owner, joined the 
firm as Vice President. he store was moved 
to the Chickering Building on Tremont Street 
overlooking Boston Common and historic Beacon 
Hill. The new store had five floors and was a 
very exclusive dry goods establishment. 

In 1917 the adjoining Oliver Ditson Build- 
ing was added with additional stories making 
the “thousand forests” almost complete. 

Fair and just treatment of patrons, the serving 
of eight generations of satished customers made 
the forests grow rapidly indeed and in 1923 the 
entire Lawrence Building was purchased so that 
the entire store now includes three buildings 
reaching to West Street and bounded at the 
back by Mason Street. 

Chandler & Co. is now progressing in the 
strength of a “thousand forests” with a high 
grade Specialty Shop for Women. W omen’'s, 
Misses’ and Junior Misses’ dresses, coats, hats, 
fur coats and accessories are shown in a beau- 
tiful modern store. The “Spanish Galleries” of 
Style, Economy and Quality, Chandler's great 
Lower Store offers high quality merchandise at 
inexpensive prices. There is a floor in the Main 
Store for Oriental Rugs, Upholstery and a de- 
partment devoted to Linens. ‘Che infants’ 
department sapplies the children’s needs. 

Bostonians who value the success of their city 
are justly proud of Chandler & Company's prog. 
ress in the past and look forward eayerly to its 
continued prosperity through the coming years. 


* Caption used in one of the ads published bu our first store. 


From George D. Hall, Official Pro ram of the Cit 


Tercentenary 1630- -1930, 1930 
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TH-CBD 454 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR Area_®& #7TH-|\| 
ADDRESS 150 Tremont St. COR. 
(also 5 & 7 Mason) 
NAME Lawrence Building or 
‘ present original Oliver Ditson 


Building 
MAP No. oN /12E SUB AREA Theatre 


DATE__1903 Building permit 2/16/1903 


source 


ARCHITECT Winslow & Bigelow , : 


source 


BUILDER NheeGco pel sor usslereco pn 





source 
Lawrence Thomas A. en 

OWNER estate Jee SI0 SS CUALE RM 670.2 kO 
original Present 

puotocrapus 3.2/1, 5 °/h, 2/3 +79 » 

Ward 3, Parcel 4859 UTM#19/330040/4691040 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) stores, salesrooms and offices : 


NO. OF STORIES (Ist. to cornice) 10 (originally 38) plus 


ROOF” flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame)-clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) Grick stone ieee © conerete iron/steel/alum. 
("Shawnee bric 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 3-bay pier and spandral Commercial Style steel frame sky- 
scraper. 2-story granite and metal storefronthas been altered at level 1 
but retains Sullivanesque grate and carytid piers at level 2; shaft of 
bldg. features gray Roman brick piers and recessed ornamental cast iron 
spandrals; Bldg is capped by -upper spandral and cornice of yellow 
terra cotta, followed by parapet with initial "C€" in center. 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION miner moderate drastic raised from 8 to 10 stories 
needs cleaning ist floor altered 
CONDITION good fair poor & painting LOT AREA 4184 sq. feet 
of metal work 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Forms visual grouping with #148-149 at 
ora Bye ee ee eS OS tone COMMON see ae eS ees 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) This fine 
example of the Chicago Commercial Style by 
“the respected Boston firm of Winslow & 
Pete ne . }Bigelow is also significant as the early 
(Map) oo... .headquarters of two venerable Boston com- 
Bs | .oc: panies, the Oliver Ditson Co, called "the 
oldest musical publisher in the United 
States"! and later the exclusive Chandler & 
Co. dry goods establishment. 
The Oliver Ditson Co, which occupied the 
(NRD/C) June, 1979 building from Jan, 1904 to 1917, was found- 
ed in 1835 by Oliver Ditson and expanded 


ame eee oe oe a's stl f - me - nee tee oe > -_—— eens a 


Moved; date if known * 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce X Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


music pedagogy and music periodicals as well as seller of musical instrument 
and phonographs. #150 Tremont was constructed specifically for the firm, whi 
outgrew it within 13 years and moved to 178-179 Tremont (see form) * 

Beginning in March, 1918 the building was occupied by Chandler & Co, a hig 
class dry goods store which was expanding from the 5-story Chickering Buildin 
directly to the south (site of present Tremont-on-the-Common) Chandler's date 
back to 1810 and was popularly credited with selling the first ready-made dre 
in Boston. Lease of the Ditson Building, which the company raised from 8 to 1 
stories, enlarged Chandler's space by 13 times, allowing them to offer "as 
complete a specialty drygoods company as can be found anywhere in the country 
The store later expanded north to 148-149 Tremont (see form). In the early 20 
century Tremont St. was called "a shopping thoroughfare similar to the Rue d 
la Raix of Paris and Fifth Ave. of New York"3 Chandlers moved there from Wi 
St,which had become too crowded for carriages to remain standing outside 
awaiting customers. 

Photographs of 150 Tremont were well-published in architectural periodical 
of the day. The editors of Architectural Review called it "one of the best 
examples of office design we have seen for a long time...deserving of careful 
study and demanding-~keen appreciation."+Architects Winsiow & Bigelow designe 
pany. Boston commercial buildings including the Wal er Building addition at 12 

Boyd Son 58? Agra ands PaGaulsiquey, tesuse pos cine gs theataeyar GA 

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) ‘Ot d= 5 BY, 
National Register: Part of suggested "West Street" District 









—_ “- 


*Note: The Oliver Ditson Co. grew to become the largest music publisher in 
North America. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etcu) . 
'1. Massachusetts Tercentenary Commemorative Book, Boston 1930, p.- 30-31 
<. Boston Evening Transcript, 5/2/1923 (on Chandlers) 
Bs oe Evening Transcript, 4/15/1916 (on Chandlers) 
- Architectural Review, Vol xi, #12, 1904 De 254 Gincd lat 
- Am. Arch. & Bldg News, Vol. 86, Oct. 1904 (illus) aca Coa 
» Dhe Brickbuilder, Sept. 1904 #9, p. 195 (illus) 
- One Hundred and Fift Years of Music Publishing in the United States 
1783-1933 by Wm. Arms Fisher Boston, Oliver Ditson Co, 1933 p. 77- 





(includes illus) 


8. Dictionary of American Biography, entry on Oliver Ditson 


TH-CBD 21 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


151-162 
ADDRESS Tremont St COR. 
\ . i awe (also A Gears Mason) 
, present original 
MAP No.  24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 


DATE 1968 


source 


ARCHITECT S.J. Kessler & Sons . 


source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER ; 
original present 





pHoTocrapus 3 1/2 +79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten DEC Ges | 
(non-residential) garage 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 27 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) @rick® stone concrete 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION non-descript modern | 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 
CONDITION @God) fair poor LOT AREA_ 27,681 “sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Faces Boston Common 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


| Incompatible with surrounding city 
(Map) | fabric. Does not contribute architecturally 





(M-) June, 1979 





Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement | invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Communi ty/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


~ i. ee 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, 


capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. 


TH-CBD 455 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 





ADDRESS 163 Tremont St. COR. 


Ba Rae Savoy Tremont St. B.F. Keith's 
—_ a FZ NAME entrance {/ Tremont St. entrance 
pe Se eee present original 
a AY 
net a s | MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
WA DATE 2 
a 0. i source 
\g ARCHITECT 
te source 
BUILDER 


: source | 
B.F. Keith Opera Co. of Boston 
OWNER Theatre Co/ 





original present 
ts 
aa 3 PHOTOGRAPHS 5/3, 3 ~/3,2 3/4(Mason St.) +79 
Gant 1 eee facade 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) theatre entrance and passageway 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) equivalent to 5 in plus 
e1g orig. 


ROOF olan cupola (original dormers 
SES ete te ST 


MATERIALS. (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/viny!} 


yi 
(Other) brick stone concrete iron/steel/alum. / OTig: marble 
"y now:plastic/ 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Drastically altered facade. The original elevation 
featured a wrought iron marquee, metal oriel at center of level 2-3, 
large arched stained glass window at level 4-5 and an "oriental 
pagoda" cupola at the top. The pagoda and oriel- have clearly been 
removed rather than remaining hidden beneath the present 5 stories of 
flat plastic panels and signs. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate (Gzastia altered beyond recognition 


CONDITION good poor ___ LOT AREA__1576 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Passageway through the Tremont block toa 
LQeintach,Leaturcsect (ole-2-1 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) Once one of 
Thies Citys MOStelLaici tiie andimexotic! theatre 
enprancesiy a Uneeb st sme e2 Um remo ob". 

| theatre entrance has lost its architectural 

(Map) significance because of insensitive 
modernization and destruction of original 
featu - (see descript] 
Keith purchased the land and brick gable- 
+ ' 


(N-) June, 1979 create a passageway from Tremont to his 





Themes (check as many as applicable) 













Aboriginal Conservation Recreation | 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement | invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
: development 
SCENES anation of themes checked above) (since demolishe 


postcard 
collection 





Ber. Keith Theatre at 547 Washington., The 
passageway entended through to Mason ‘hen under- 
Mason St. and up to the orchestra floor of the 
theatre, located on the site of the present par 
lot. Accounts of the opening in 1897 describe th 
white marble facade as oriental in style, with 
stained glass windows and an ornamental pagoda.T 
interior, in the Louis XV style, had white marbl 
walls and a "crystal tunnel" or "crystal subway" 
leading underground and lined on the ceilings 

walls with French plate glass mirrors in which 
the visitor could see himself duplicated 50 time 
over. ; 

Building alteration permits indicate that 

the passage was redone by Thomas Lamb in 1942. 

It has been extensively modermized since then on 
the interior as well as exterior. Reports indic 
that the hall of mirrors is still extant althou 
the passageway now leads-.-to--a parking lot. 


ani (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
Weint, protection, utilities, context) 


Se ed 
gh, tae | Oe GE A 
Biostte Git gM te 


= yet : ‘i at this time ! 
4163 Not recommended for protective designation,because of the apparent extt 
alterations. (N.B. This recommendation could change if substantial 
original fabric were shown to survive on the exterior or interior) 


Present Status: owned by the Opera Co. of Boston, which will be looking 
into the feasibility of restoration. The amount of surviving original 
detail is unknown. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


i. Donald King, "A Historical Survey of the Theatres of Boston" by 
Marquee (THS Journal) 3rd quarter, 1974, p14 (illus of orig. exteri 

2. Harvard University Theatre Collection (B.F. Keith file) newspaper 
clippings 


TH-CBD 22 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 164 Tremont St. COR. 


. also ason 
NAME 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA_ Theatre 
DATE (part of "Colonnade’ Row" 


source 


ARCHITECT Charles Bulfinch : 
source 


DEVELOPERS. .-: 
Dae Bavid Greenough miners p. 258=262 
source 


OWNER 
original present 


puotocraPus 3 */3, 5 +72 79 








TYPE (cesidential) Gingle) double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 





(non-residential 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) tn s plus__{ 
ROOF _mansard cupola dormers _5 dormer openings 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other)Cbrick) stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


(Flemish bond 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION Heavily altered 3-bay Flemish bond brick Federal rowhouse 
with 2-story Williamsburg Colonial storefront, 6/6 windows at level 
3 & 4, projecting cement keystone lintels, pressed metal modillion 
cornice, mansard roof with dormers. . ; 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate see simificance section for 
description. of changes) 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 14925 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS _ Faces Boston Common, originally part of a row 


t 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The physical 
appearance of this building and use of Flemish 
DOMGMOLICKRING Cates 30UNa Glue LS tlle oo. 
probability, the last surviving vestige of 


(Map) | ‘ Bulfinch's Colonnade Row, the handsome group 
of 19 early 19th century Federal houses which 


once stretched from West to Mason St. As 
such the building is historically notable; 

j j 2 ken 
away its architectural integrity and 


(N-) June, 1979 significance. 





“ SPNEA neater Breve 
building with late. 
19th c. alterations 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation 
Agricultural Education 
Architectural Exploration/ 
The Arts settlement 
Commerce Industry 
Communication Military 
Community/ Political 
development 










The Significance (include explanation of themes checkth slime he : 
principal reminder of the bu ilding' s Federal origin i is se FY 
at level 3 & 4. The original ground story. with its row of slender Doric col 
was replaced in the later 19th century by a 2-story cast iron storefront whi 
has since been modernized. The original building featured graduated window 
from 6/9 (2nd fl) to 6/6 (3rd) to 373 (4th) but the 4th floor has since been 
raised to 6/6, as evidenced by changes in the brick. Bulfinch's splayed lin 
originally flush with the brick, have been built up with cement. Finally, a 
pressed metal classical cornice and mansard roof have replaced the original 
cornice and gable-across configuration. Thus the present building bears lit 
resemblance to the Bulfinch desig and restoration would require extensive 
reconstruction. 

Colonnade Row was one of Bulfinch's many civic improvements, a part of hig 
plan to beautify the area around the Common. It was built between 1810 4 
and 1812 by real estate speculators David Greenough and James Freeman and R 
Originally included only the 19 houses between West and the curve of Mason. 
Later 5 similar houses were built south of Mason. The houses, which followed 
uniform height and setback restrictions, had as their distinguishing feature 
row of slender Doric columns supporting a gallery in front of an iron balustr 

After Gen. Lafayette's-.visit to Boston -in-1825, this-portion of Tremont St 
was called Lafayette Place. Most of the Colonnade was demolished aie 1855 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity *(cont. a 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Not recommended for protective designation. because of loss of architectural 
integrity. 


*Simnificance (cont) | | 
was replaced by commercial buildings. Over the years #164 housed a variety o 
commercial uses including the Am. Tract Society, a Christian printing company 
in the 1870's, the Colonnade Hotel in the 1880's & Tremont Music Co in the 19 
Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, “Herd assessor's 
‘records, early maps, etc. 


4. The Architecture of Charles Bulfinch, by Harold Kirker, Harvard 


University Press, 1969, p. 258-262. 


id 


164 Tremont St 
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TH-CBD 456 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 
| 165-166 
ADDRESS Tremont St. COR. 
also 57-59 Mason 
NAME 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE post 1950 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 








TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) é plus 





ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) brick stone __ Geacret®y Grou/steel/alum> 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION non-descript contemporary commercial 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 


CONDITION Good) fair poor LOT AREA 3262 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribute architecturally 








(M-) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


~ “Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


TH-CBD 457 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 167 Tremont St. COR. 








. 7 Mason St. 
NAME. 
present original 
MAP No. 2un /12R SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE c. 1900 style (no permit) 
; source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
Original present 


PHOTOCHAPHORMIO Rau On? 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) commercial 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 5 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Narrow Commercial Style building one triple-bay wide, 
with two-story storefront altered at level 1 but intact at level 2 
including original sash arrangement and yellow-painted delicate pressed 
metal sheathing, which forms a pleasing visual contrast to the severely 
simple stone piers and spandrals above. Classical pressed metal cornice. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic 1st floor modernization 
CONDITION Goo fair poor LOT AREA 1961 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Faces Boston Common. Rear (Mason St) facade 
has four-story wooden polygonal oriel. 

SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


This well-preserved structure, one of the 





(Map) area's best examplesof the turn-of-the- 





century Commercial Style, was probably 


built for the State Executive Council of 


(N) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) ‘« 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social/ 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


the Y.M.C.A, Massachusetts and Rhode Island, which occupied the 
building beginning in 1897. 

In 1904 the first floor was occupied by Mrs. M.J. McFadden, 
milliner, and part of the upper floors were rented by Walter Jacobs, 
a music publisher. 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 


for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


1) Good early photograph: at the Boston Public Library, Print Dept. 


| TH-CBD 23 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 168 Tremont COR. 
(also 69-73 Mason 
NAME 9-73 ) 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE pre-1874 Atlas 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 5 3/6 m7 





TXPE Us (residential) single double row) 2-fam: V3-deck ten apt: 
was probably commercial on lower floors and __ 


residential on top -..: floors 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 4 plus 1 
ROOF mansard (slate) cupola dormers 5h 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other )Coric® stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


(common bond) 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 3-bay mansard with heavily altered storefront; 
3 upper brick floors, each with 3 double-hung windows with splayed 
lintels; brick block cornice and slate mansard with 3 wooden dormers. 


rectangular oriel removed 






EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor cmoderate — drastic 


e@ A Dean IN Ss : ered 
at level 2. Brickwork alt d 
CONDITION Gooa fair poor LOT AREA 482 sq:qteat Mie! 7A aaa 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Au NICE Ae 
of 3 mansards (#168, 169, 170) 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 168 Tremont 
: . Se eM nie . 
(Map) Bulfinch's Federal -houses along Colonnade 
BR ; . t] * j : i . j 
commercial and residential use. Early 
(N-) June, 1979 





Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community/ 
development 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
photographs show a storefront (probably cast iron) and a 3- story 
extending from level 3 to the roof, DE oa to increase 
light in the upper apartments. 

An 1870 drawing of Tremont St. shows the storefront’: ‘éewupied by 
the J. Knowlton Co, which was not listed in the City Directory. About 
1900 photographs show the lower floors occupied by Salaway « Co 
clothing store, and other tenants including a chiropodist and the Mead 
Amusement Company, which advertised "Attractions for Summer Parks, 
State and County Fairs." 
Piano Company. 

Removal of the oriel;: 
to the brickwork detract from the architectural interest of this 


wooden oriel - 


building. 





ot ewe eee + 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, 





Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


Photographs at SPNEA and BPL Print Department 


clenaeenptenincetatin an: “AE oa 


Conservation Recreation 
Education Religion 
Exploration/ Science/ 
settlement | invention 
Industry Social/ 
Military humanitarian 
Political Transportation 





In 1910 one of the tenants was the Pelton 


alteration yor une storefront, and alterations’ 


i er 


protection, utilities, context) _ 


Tremont St. 
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Tremont Street, probably early 1890's. The only 
buildings which still remain are #164 and #168 (note 
3-story oriel) 





TH-CBD 458 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 169 Tremont St COR. 


| (also 75-77 Mason 
NAME 


present original 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 


DATE Architectural Club Yearbook 
source (no permit) 


ARCHITECT Richardson, Barott & Richardson ” 
source 

BUILDER -— 
source 


Chickering & Sons 
OWNER Diano company 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 5 3/5 -79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) iano sh & 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 2 (originally 4 plus 
ae flat | eatin plus mansard) ners none (originally 3) 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other)Cbrick> stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Drastically altered Federal Revival commercial building 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate (see reverse side & illus) 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 1859 ‘sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Faces Boston Common 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) Qriginally a 
: fine Federal Revival structure, this 
| (Map) , former Chickering Piano showroom has been 
/ | - . _altered beyond recognition, 
Mato] mini iret ee ope 


(M-) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention ; 
Commerce Industry Social / J 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





. . 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

of the Boston Architectural Club shows a 5-story, 3-bay Federal 
Revival building with a triple arcade in stone along the ground 
level, a colonnade supporting an iron balustrade (a motif clearly 
echoing Bulfinch's Colonnade Row design), 3 brick stories with 6/9 
windows at level 2 and 6/6 at levels 3 and 4, splayed lintels, 
Corinthian pilasters at either side of the 3 brick stories (these 
pilasters are still visible in the present building), a dentil 
comice, roof balustrade and mansard roof with 3 pedimented dormers. 
Of this only the first two floor remain, and the ground level has 
been completely altered. 


Ae ike the late 19th c. the Chickering showroom had been located 
in the Chickering Building at 151 Tremont St. 


we eomtyewewem ee - -* ow oe ee ee - . - ——S ae 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


-L. Architectural Club Yearbook,. 1912, illustration with caption (no te 
at BPL. 


Patel bos 
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SKETCH OF THE NEW CHICKERING BUILDING, TREMONT STREET, BOSTON 


Richardson, Barott and Richardson, Architects 


169 Tremont St. 
(facade before removal of upper 
3 floors & drastic storefront 

: | alterations)— 
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. TH-CBD 459 CBD 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 


ADDRESS 170 Tremont St. cop. 
(79 Mason St.) 


NAME 
present original 
MAP No. 24N /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE = 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 


puotocrapHs 5 7/5 *79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
on-residentia 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) © plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone concrete Gron/steel/alum 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Drastically altered structure of 20th c. origin. 5 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate (drastic) 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 4903 ‘sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Faces Boston Common 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribute architecturally 
(Map) 











(M-) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) . 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 


Mason St. 
ADDRESS 172 Tremont St. COR. Avery Sales 


NAME >t. Paul Catholic Book & Film Center 


present original 
(AP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
ATE 1975 
. source 
\RCHITECT 
source 
'UTLDER 
source 
WNER 
original present 





HoTocRAPHS 5 3/3, °/2 +79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


book store and offices 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 4 plus 

ROOF flst cupola dormers 

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) . stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Yellow brick contemporary commercial structure 


all ' 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 


CONDITION Good) fair poor LOT AREA 3.78 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Bnet vanced eee 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribute architecturally 
(Map) 








ALAS 


(M-) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


ee oo wie on _ “ ~ en ee ee . - + a ee 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


TH-CBD 24 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. area CBD 


NR Area #73H-3 
ADDRESS 174-5 TremontStCOR. Avery St. > 


. | 
NAME Evans Buiidings/. Evans: House 
present original, 
MAP No. SUB A Theatre 
Deeds 
DATE 78 RACE 1369 Deeds 4 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 


(Evans, the orig. 


BUILDER probably Wm. ‘Evans (owner, was a | was a 


source contractor) 
Henryl. UOV iti nus, 


OWNER Wm. Evans/ Orrin-Henry Realty Trust 
original present 17 Tremont St. 


‘ ila Bay ME Fe BB eg ve as, 5 Sy 
; 2 m= Bs ass err i Me " 
| irr aie ene a a RN 
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EE FE EE ee ee arose =| 4 2 Q O { ) { ) 16 90 740 
apartment hotel 
TYPE single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 







(non-residential) 
| -NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 5 plus 
| #175-3 single 
ROOF copper mansard cupola = dormers 3 = 


(al mental-headed 
| MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards sees stucco asphalt asbestos Seer ts et eaded) 


a. (Other) brick Gtonebrownstonecomerete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION French Academic residential building erected in two parts, 
with slightly different fenestration at #174 and #175 sides.Original 
rusticated ground level replaced by 2-story cast iron storefront now visi- 
ble only at level 2 with its 6 wide show windows; upper 3 stores of 
brownstone with segmental headed windows and molded architraves with key- 
stones, 7 bays wide. Brick Avery st. facade with rectangular windows. 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic 

spallin Avery St. facade dates from 1916 
CONDITION good poor stone LOT AREA 4.917 sq. feet 


NOTEWOR gite CHARACTERISTICS aT He : 
suggeste ei Le SE a 


"Piano Row" district; cormer lot forms natural division: bldg faces 
Boston Common. 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Evans House 
is significant as the theatre aréa’s only 


aay + 1 - ©" surviving French Academic brownstone 
EP sari tay sews vite —". S¥esidenvial ouiladings& as one of the city's 
(Map) early residential hotels. It was probablv 
in eee tae ae here the first buildingito, break the umity of 
- Bulfinch's Colonnade Row As 
a prime location along the original "Piano 
~ Row" the building also housed several piano 
showrooms over the years including Emerson 
ae s)» Woodward & Brown (1880' s) and 
ose Piano Co (1890's). 


<r 


| (RD/C) June, 1979 


Moved; date: if known 


Themes (chiick as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ q 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Communi ty/ Political Transportation 
development X 








Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) . | 
Erected in 1859-1860 by W. Roxbury contractor Wm. Evans,- the bldg. was ori 
inally just 3 bays wide (the present #175) and featured a rusticated ground flg 
and offset left entrance.“In1863 the owners of the alley to the south sued | 
Evans because his 4-story rectangular bay window overhung their property (Evang 
SY SGry C888 ae space for $100/year. for 10 years & then remove the bay.) 
Evans is no isted as living at 175-Trem it _was probably always renta 
units. In 1865: the.bldg., was eS Te Bivens tae ast eee “here : 
House"hotel. In Sept. 1866 Evans purchased the parcel adjacent to the north fo 
$51,000 and within the next 3 years added the 4 bays at #1744 This side of the 
bldg. shared a north party wall until 1914, when Avery St. was widened and they 
north facade was exposed for the first time. The present brick Avery St. wall) 
dates from that time. At some time during its history the rusticated stone ; 
ground floor was replaced by a cast iron storefront, perhaps for a piano show’ | 
An advertisement in the 1885 Directory notes that the bldg was managed by = 
John.Mason Lille, who also ran the Pelham House, and that it offered "stores, 
studios, and rooms to let for light business purposes. This house is situated 
the center of the city & has 100 rooms, only First Class Tenants admitted." One 
of these tenants was the Ladies Banking Company, "the only office in Boston 
devoted. exclusively—te-ladies, furnished & fitted solely-for their use" with 
prompt .quotation of the datest stock & bond prices. As mentioned earlier, plan 
onpaxies; also were. LOCaATCO. Nore wi) i) et mae oc teat "s 
Preservation Cons iderstiouy acceserniley re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 





eee mee ee 


National Register: Part of suggested "Piano Row" district. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 

records, early maps, etc.) tars (1859) 

1. Suffolk County Courthouse, Deed Book 766, p. 87 (says Evans had 
demolished the house formerly at #175 and was proceeding to build 
‘another dwelling on the site.) | 

2. SPNEA files, Tremont St. (photo of original 3-bay facade) 

3. Suffolk County Courthouse, Book 848, p. 158 (describes suit) 

4, Suffolk County Courthouse, Book 886 p. 49 (describes purchase of 
parcel at #174 in 1866) Book 971, 199 (describes agreement on 
extension of the building at #174) 

5. 1885 Boston City Directory 

- 1884 advertisement in Historical Review of the Boston Theatre by 

Fdward 0. Skelton. 1884. Boston. 
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TH-CBD 461 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Infofmation Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR Area. GS FT =\4 


EE ADDRESS 176 Tremont St. COR. 
a 


(side facade at 22-26 Avery St.) 
NAME Union Statisn/hSton/Teenont Theatre 
5 present original 


ees Saran SUB AREA Theatre 
65 


Q seunatae : 
“Gas oo 7878 a p 


Jee McElfatrick Pe Son (Damrell) 
ARCHITECT (side facade unknown 


. source 
BUILDER Smith Brothers (Damrell) 


source 
. Albert M. Slater, et.al. 
OWNER /_-Astor Trust, Room 3052 





original present One Boston PL: 
pHoTocrapHs 5 “/5, 8 2/6, 11a 3/1,3/2 
Rieeert oH Ward 2, Parcel # 4886 wrM#19/329900/4690740 
ms: ee Sree single “double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
theatre 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 3 plus 
ROOF mansard (obscured) cupola dormers 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick Cstone) concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION The original Tremont St. facade, a 4-bay, 4-story stone 
sard, has been totally covered by signs and "modern" blue plastic 
panels. It may be all or partly intact beneath. - On Avery Street the 
Side entrance facade features a well-detailed Beaux Arts terra cotta 
entrance bay located offset right on an otherwise flat, windowless 
stucco facade with inscription "Tremont Theatre" Copper cormice and 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor POA drastic concrete parapet 
| _>Tacade Gamenaee * alteration 


CONDITION good fair poor | LOT AREA 14,225 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS L-shaped building with entrances at 176 Tremont 
and 22-26 Avery. Tremont facade faces Boston Common and is part of 
roposed "Piano Row" district. The Avery St. entrance. dates’ from 1914-15, 
when Avery St. was widened by 25' on the south side. 
SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Astor/Tremont 
is. signficant as one of only two remaining 19th 
Cc iF j 
colorful theatrical history. If its original 
(Map) stone Mansard facade is pre Vv hn ithe 
Bree ens "modern" sheathing, it would be the 
iESt j 
The. Tremont, second Boston theatre by that 
(NRD/C) June, 1979 name, reportedly seated 1700 and was described 
by 19th c. writers as "one of the most 
beautiful and fashionable playhouses in Boston, 
celebrated for its Renaissance decorations, 
eS dali rata. enalarince and other-rharmm: dateatta_ of 





Moved; date if known we 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts X settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
New York architect J.B. Mcblfatrick (d. 1906) specialized in theatre building a 
designed the famed Keith's Boston theatre of 1894. The Tremont was managed by 
Henry Abbey and John Schoeffel, previously of the Park Theatre, known as inter- 
national managers who controlled the Am. tours of many of the world's grea tege 
artists and brought Sarah Bermhardt and other foreign actors to the Tremont. 
The first performance, by English comedian Charles Wyndham, gave the theatre a 
foreign stamp which later events accentuated. 

Several changes occurred in the 1910's. The Avery St. facade was erected aft 
the widening of Avery St. c. 1914-15. "Birth of a Nation" had its Boston premie 
thereon April 8, 1915. In 1916 the theatre suffered a fire and was remodelled 
by arehitects Wells & Dana in the "English Renaissance" style of 1700.7 In the 
1920'a the theatre showcased George M. Cohan's musical comedies like "Little _ 
Nellie Kelly" and "The O'Brien Girl" Plays, operas and musicals altermated »* 
with films wmtil 1934, the date of the last stage play.+ In 1947-8 the d 
theatre was remodelled and "modernized" by Wm. Riseman, Assoc. and renamed the 
Astor.° The 3rd balcony and much eriginal detailing: was removed and the present 
exterior facade installed. For the next decades the Astor was one of the city's 
top movie houses. It is presently used as a late-night "juice bar" 

The Tremont .was..erected-.on.the site o£f-—the-Haymarket-Theatre, the first in 
the area, which stood from 1796 to 1803. 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


ee 


National Register: Part of suggested "Piano Row" district. (Contributin 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, cee assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 






1. King, Moses, How to See Boston, 1895, p. 101 
2. Damrell, Chas. A Half Century of Boston Buildings, p. oa 
3. “Boston Theatres of Today" in Bostonian, Vol 2, Sept. 1895 (BPL 5301.4 
(illus of boxes and stage) 

4. Norton, Elliot, -Broadway Down East, 1978, p. 19 the 
5. Boston Evening Transcript, 9/3/1916 (on remodelling) 1/24/1916 (on 
6. Architectural Record, vol. 104, p. 120-144, Nov. 1948 (on "modernizatie 
7. Progressive Architecture, vol. 31, Feb. 1950, p. 66-71 " 

«8. Tucci, Douglass S., "The Boston Rialto.."City Conservation League, 197 
-9. SPNEA files (Tremont St) photos of original exterior 

10. Boston Public Librarv theatre scranbook. Fine Arts Dant. 
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BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 
R Area C #a-\)5 
ADDRESS 177 Tremont St.cop. 


NAME. Harry Kraft Bldg 


present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE 1928-1935 Atlas & style (no permit) 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
Associated Synagogues 
OWNER Sti 


original present 


L 
PHOTOGRAPHS men il clugiich anit? ev Aenea 
Ward 3, Parcel #4885 UTM#19/329900/4690740 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


stores and offices 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 5 plus 





ROOF filet cupola dormers 
MATFRIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Narrow, symmetrical Classical Revivalcommercial building 
one triple-window in width, with a flat surface and Some free classic 
detailing in low relief including a broken-scroll pediment on the 
uppermost -spandral, ums at roof corners. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic heavily altered at 1st floor 


CONDITIONCgood> fair poor ___LOT AREA oéhe “sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Paces Boston Common, part of architecturally 


varied streetscape in "Piano Row" area | 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) Good example 
| of a late 1920's commercial building style 
(Map) . characterized by a flat concrete surface 
anticipating the Modeme, accented by 
1 pears eee Life executed in low 


(NRD/C) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ ASHES i we ar Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


relief with some originality of interpretation. Similar in style to 
#154-156 Boylston. Contributes to the architectural variety of 
the streetscape. 


ee we fo ome ~ + mone = ee tS ~ : = ing ae erwaie 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


wen ae me eee 


National Register: Part of suggested "Piano Row" district. Building 
contributes to the district, is not an intrusion. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 


records, early maps, etc.) 


TH-CBD 463 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form Ho. Area CBD 


178-179 Area C #TH-lb 










; i. ADDRESS Tremont St. cor. Head Place (alley) 
|. : 
rae WR NAME / Oliver Ditson Building 
q 8 present original 
fe 
a , MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
E permit 11/27/191 
5 | DATE_1916-1917 completed Sept, 1917 
source 
a , C. Howard Walker Assoc. 
} ARCHITECT Townsend, Steinle & Haskell Arch. 
a | . source permit 
oe BUILDER. not listed on permit 
A: source 


Wn..H. Kent Trius. 
OWNER Chas.H, Ditson/ 1 Greenwich Plaza 
Original present Greenwich, Conn ° 
1 6 01620 
PHOTOGRAPHS 5 ~/5, 10 7/5 +79 


Ward 3, Parcel #4884 UTM#19/329900/4690740 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) stores, offices and light storage 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 10 plus 
ROOF fee cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick Gtone) Marble conerete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 5-bay white marble Renaissance Revival "palazzo skyscraper 
with heavily altered 2-story storefront (originally with Corinthian 
pilasters) ; 3rd floor set off by banding and decorated with musical symbol 
& composer's names; level 4-8 unadorned except for projecting sills umder — 
paired windows cut from the flat surface plane; 9th-10th floors form cap, 
with 2-story Corinthian colums set in antis’ under marble leafy modillion 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor cmoderate> drastic te 
st two stortes teavity altered rps "i 
CONDITION(Z60@ fair poor LOT AREA 5803 sq. feet | 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Faces Boston Common, with smal] : 
alley to right; part of "Piano Row" 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Oliver 
Ditson Building is significant as a carefully 

: ’" dotsiled Renaissance Revival skyscraper 
mortlss7 "4 4 wi4y unusual white marble facade designed by 

Poy toes (Map) a Pe ere ei 7 ei £5 1 : 
co. bos “wae = j itson 

pNaLEe te COB eee tneceenieserpublichinectousa 
in the United States "& largest in No. Americ 


The Ditson Co, which occupied the building 
(NRD/C) June, 1979 from 1917 to 1931, was founded in 1835 and 


“occupied a number of buildings (including 
2794260 Mpramont in the theatre area—c50oecoc farm). 


Moved; date if known oa 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts X settlement invention | 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian : 
Community/ Political Transportation | 

development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
before building this 10-story "thoroughly modern" office building to house its 
continually expanding business. In addition to the publishing and sale of shee 
nusic and publishing of periodicals, the firm sold musigal instruments and was 
important early distributor of phonographs and records. | 

The 1st floor of the new building was used for sale of retail sheet music, 1% 
2nd for "Victor Talking Machines" with soundproof rooms for trying records, thé 
3rd for wholesale sheet music, 4th for retail sale of musical instruments, 5th 
for wholesale instruments & repairs, 6th for recordkeeping, 7th-9th were rented 
out and 10th housed luxury offices for the management plus a memorial to Oliver 
Jitson. The show windows on the lower stories had a "bronze finish by Tiffany" 
and an entrance vestibule of Sienna .marble (both since altered). The musical 
symbols,at level 3 are explained in Wm. Fisher's Notes on Music in Old Boston , 
(1918).* A parapet shown in some photographs does not appear in Fisher's book. 

Architect C. Howard Walker (1857-1936) was a Boston native with an internat 
reputation as an authority on architecture and fine arts. He trained in Bosto 
formed a partnership with Thomas Kimball of Omaha in 1889,édesigned the Trans- | 
Mississippi Exposition in Omaha in 1889 and the Louisiana Purchase Exposition j 
St. Louis in 1903. The Oliver Ditson Building, well-published in its day, was 
of his best-known Works, along with the Mt. Vernon Church (1891)& British Consy 
on State St. In 1913 he became Director of the Dept. of Design at the Boston MF 

“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity (cont bel) 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ ' 
tational Register: Part of suggested "Piano Row" district. 





ea ee ee 





Significance, (cont) 
*in the early 1900's he also served as editor of Architectural Review. Walker 
oecame an Institute Fellow of Boston Society of Architects in .1891 and was an 
1onorary member of the Royal Institute of British Architects.-The associate 
architects, Charles Steinle, Ralph Townsend & Wm. Hasktél, were partners in a 
firm known for its large apt. buildings and the 5th Ave. store of Best & Co. 
‘lai : : 2 
T 28 Deas Was specker aon oie. edie oF At eG eens sa bldg (18 77-1916) | 
records, early maps, etc.) — ye 
1. Notes. on Music in 01d Boston by Wm. A. Fisher, Boston. ion | 
(includes both interior and exterior photographs) / 
é. One Hundred and Fifty Years of Music Publishing in the United States 
. 1783-1933. by Wm. As Fisher,sBoston, 1933. / 
3. Boston Architectural Yearbook, 1918 (adv. shows original storefront} 
E Am. Arch. & Bldg. News, Vol. 113, Feb. 13, 1918 42199 pl. 57 (illus) | 
aie 


Withey, Biographical Dictionary of Am. Architects, p. 623-4 | 
Dictionary of American Biography, entry on Oliver Ditson. | 

7+ Geo. D. Hall Co, Qfficial Program of the City of Boston Tercentenarg 
Celebration, Boston, 1930, p. 48-49. 
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TH-CBD 464 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 
. NR Area c # THE 17 
ADDRESS 180-182 Tremont COR Head Place 
.StC 


NAME Edison Electric Illum. Co 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DA Set 2 eh Snape ea eee ee 
source 
ARCHITECT Bigelow, Wadsworth, Hubbard & Smith " 
_ source 
BUILDER not listed on permit 


source 
Geo. R. White Fund 


OWNER Edison Flectric/ (Boston Edison, lessee) 


original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 32/4, 5 1/5-79 
Ward 3, Parcel #4890 UTM# 19/329900/2690740 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) stores and Boston Edison offices 








NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 14 plus 
ROOF Flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick €tone)limestone concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Virtically soaring Moderne steel frame skyscraper. Ground 
level,partly intact, features original offset right entrance at #182 ) 
and part of original copper marquee. Levels 2 and 3 are united by 2-story | 
paired metal window bays. Upper 12 floors defined by rising concrete 
piers and recessed stacked single metal window units flanked by single 
windows cut from wider outside piers. | en 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor (GG@oderat&) drastic altered storefronts« entrances 
. (except #182) 


CONDITION (good) fair poor PEP aLOTSAREA@O Oe sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Faces Boston Common, with small alley to the 


uth. Part of "Piano Row" area* Contributes to impressivenéss of the 
Boylston/Tremont comer. 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Edison 


Electric building was one of the city's 
(Map) tallest when built and remains a notable 
example of the early 1930's Modeme sky- _ 


scraper which contributes to the varied 


(NRD/C) June, 1979 : 


Moved; date if known 


a-2e- ee a ee es ee 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation ; 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political _ Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
"Piano Row" streetscape. 

When building their new headquarters, Boston Edison naturally tured to 
Bigelow, Wadsworth, Hubbard & Smith, successor firm to Bigelow & Wadsworth 
(1910-1927), which in turn had succeeded Winslow & Bigelow (1901-1908) .*These 
large Boston firms did the Edison substations and the former headquarters 
at 25-39 Boylston St (see form) Senior partner Henry Forbes Bigelow (1867-1929 
one of the city's most prominent architects for many years, was involved in 
earlier years in design of the Hotel Touraine, Walker Building addition, 
Steinert Building, Oliver Ditson Building at 150 Tremont, all in the theatre © 
area, as well as the American Antiquarian Society building in Worcester, 
the Radcliffe College Library, and town halls in Weston and Needham. 

The Electric Company occupied the building wntil 1965, after which it was__ 
headquarters for 10 years for the Dept. of Education. The building was built / 
on land owned by the George Robert White Fund, which retained ownership of \ 
the land even after construction of the building. 






ee ee ee Pee tee - a eee eet Fk : . ee ee 


~~~" ~Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Soe tied 


Part of suggested National Register "Piano Row" district. Contributing) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
_Yecords, early maps, etc.) 


1. Information on partnerships and dates from BPL architectural file. 


TH-CBD 503 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION ®"ilding Information Form Form No. Area CBD 
| NR Areacc #1tH- (© 
: 183- 186 
ADDRESS Tremont St. COR-_ 51-53 Boylston 
es NAME 
present Original 
MAP No. 24N/12E __suB 


Theatre 
permit SS 


DATE 1897-1899 dedications 2/5/1899 
source 1/1099 
ARCHITECT Geo. Loring and Stanford Phipps : 


BUILDER not Listed on permit es 


source Master Wardens 
OWNER : yn 
original present 


puovocrarus_9 °/3,°/2,5 t/¥,ita P/a077 
Ward 3, Parcel #4889 vUTM#19/329900/L 1g 


TYPE (residential) single dOUDLeeMerOW eecotams seo -deckee ten) = apt. 
Masonic temple and stores (3 on 1st fl, 2 in basement 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 9 plus 
ROOF plat cupola dormers 





MATERIALS (Frame) clarboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 

(Other) brick Gton@Hallowell conerete iron/steel/alun. 

granite 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 5 X 5 bay Renaissance Revival steel frame "palazzo sky- 
scraper" with extra bay and main entrance formed by cutting off Tremont/ 
Boylston corner and accenting this surface with iron lamps, an iron 
balcony, Palladian window, garlands, busts, etc. Rusticated 1st-3rd levels 
3-bay stone balcony on Tremont facade, varied classical window treatments, | 
bldg terminated by Greek fret band, row of oxeye windows & copper leafy | 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic ;113 io 


storefronts replaced by murals (1965 ‘ 
CONDITION Goo@d fair poor LOT AREA 10,146 sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Located at important city focal point, 


= a 


one of three major comer bldgs at Tremont/Boylston/Boston Common 
intersection, part of "Piano Row" : ee 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) This dignified 
Renaissance Revival skyscraper serves as a 
strong visual anchor for the major inter- 
: Section o1 Tremont, Boylston and the Common 
(Map) andes ee very significant as the 
ite asonic temple on the site, headquarter; 
‘for the first Masonic lodge in America and 
highest Masonic authority in New England. 
The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, founded 
in 1733, is considered the oldest in America 
and third oldest in the world. Among its 


, Wet? " 
°4, early Grand Masters.founder Henry Price and 


Moved; date if known . 





Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 


Agricultural Education Religion X 

Architectural ne Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social/_ 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation 
development X 









Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Revolutionary War heroes Joseph Warren and Paul Revere. The society met at th 
Bunch of Grapes Tavern on King (State) St until 1832, when the first Grand Lo 
Temple was completed at the comer of Tremont and Temple Place. In 1859 the 
Grand Lodge moved to the brick Greek Revival Winthrop House at Tremont & Boyl 
which burned in 1864. A Gothic-style temple was erected on the site in 1864-1 
but it,too,was destroyed by fire, in Sept. 1895. ane present building, still 
the same site was dedicated on December 27, 1899.1 

The building houses Grand Lodge offices, a library, museum, thirty Blue 
Lodges and several large 2-story halls including Doric, Ionic and Corinthian — 
Halls and Gothic Hall, dedicated to the Scottish rite degrees. The well-pres 
ed turn-of-the-century interior features some 18th c. masonic furniture. The 
Tremont St. frontage was occupied by retail shops until 1965, when the Pree 
symbolic mosaic murals were installed. 

Architects George F. Loring (1851-1918) and Stanford Phipps, partners 
beginning in 1888, were for several years a leading Boston firm whose work in 
the commercial, public and masonic sector includes the Somerville Public Libre 
and masonic building, the Crocker Warehouse, Divinity Hall at Tufts, the 
Universalist Society Church in Canton, Univ. Soc. chapel in Dorchester and 
schools in Melrose;~Athol & Braintree. Contemporaries Said of Loring's work ' 
designs:showed originality & artistic merit and...he was successful in combin 


beau Daeee eed aw Cousi e -SOa8 eC E Re tity, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


National Register: Part of suggested "Piano Row" district 


Building is open to the public through tours offered daily. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
BEEORGRS early maps, etc 


Masonic Temple Tour Guide, Grand lodge of Mass, 1974 
2 Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts, Historical Sketch 1733-1978 
by R.W. Earl W. Taylor, revised by Robert Beach, Boston, G.L.0.M.@ 


New England Magazine, vol. 13, Sept. 1895 p. 12, 14, 452,459, 460 
King's How to See Boston, 1895, p. 101 


Boston Post, 9/2/1899 (includes illus.) 

Edw. Bacon, Bacon's Dictionary of Boston, p. 363 (s¥e) 
Richard Herndon, Boston of Today, p. 296 Ci¥92) 

Withey, Biographical Dictionary of Am. Architects, p. 380-381 
Boston Public Library architecture files, on Loring & Phipps 


\O CON] ON WD 


TH-CBD 465 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. vale CBD 
Teameas 


ADDRESS 216-218 Tremont COR. 115 LaGrange 
NAME Union Warren Savings/Union Savings Bank 
AE 


present origina 





MAP No. 2UN /12E SUB AREA Theatre 


DATE 1925 Building permit 8/12/1925 
source 


ARCHITECT Thomas M. James Co. " 
source 


BUILDER George B.H. Macomber _" 


source Trus. 


for Savings Wm. J. Fitzgerald 
OWNER ; i ; 2 


original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS iq 3/3, 3 4/6 .79 + fide 
51 #4909 UTM 19/329900/4690740 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) bank & offices 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 9 plus 
| flat 





ROOF cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) brick Gtone)limestone concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Late Renaissance Revival steel frame "palazzo skyscraper" 
with principal 3-bay facade on Tremont & 5 bays on LaGrange. Intact 
rusticated ground level featuring semi-circular arched windows with 
projecting keystones & original sash, intact center entrance flanked by 
lamps. "Shaft" of building is wnadormed, regular in fenestration. Cast 


stone leafy modillion cornice. 
EXTERIOR AL TION moderate drastic 


CONDITION Good) fair poor | LOT AREA 7195 ‘sq. feet 


ctangular- 


Re : : : ; 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS shapeq  Ouilding on corner site, important 


for its relationship to nearby early skyscrapers, esp. the Touraine & 
Little Buildimg. Last building on east side of Tremont to be included 
in "piano row" area SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) This well- 
: | preserved late Renaissance Revival bank bldg. 
(Map) : is a good example of Boston institutional arch 
itecture and serves as the southern anchor 


for the suggested "Piano Row" District.With 


( NRD/C) June, 1979 ‘ 


Moved; date if known sg 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement ; invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

neighboring early skyscrapers such as the Hotel .Jouraine, Little 
Building and Masonic Temple, the Union Warren Savings Bank building 
helps to reinforce the characteristic 9-10 story height of buildings 
clustered around the Tremont/Boylston intersection. 

The firm of Thomas M.' James, architects and engineers, specialized 
in designing banks. The founder and president of the company, Thomas 
M. James (1875-1942) was born. in Cambridge and received his architect 
training under Samuel J. Brown. After a few years practicing in the f 
of Hill & James he organized his own company in 1909. James also 
designed the interior of the Shubert Theatre (1910) | 
ae Be Post Office building at 154-170 Stuart St. in the theatre area 

192 flee 





8 eee - 2 ome bed ~ ee ee . - . SO ee ee 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


= wee we ee 


National Register: Part of suggested "Piano Row" district 


Bibliograph and/or references (such as local histories, ces assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. ) 


1. Withey, Biographical Dictionary of Am. Architects Dee 


TH-CBD 466 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area C50 


ADDRESS 220-222 Tremont COR. 


NAME 
present original 
MAP No. ee SUB AREA Theatre 
present facade: ; 
DATE 1890- Bae Atlas (no permit) 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
10 3/4 original present 


pHoTocrapus 3 4/4; */5,4/6+ 79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) commercial 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 4 plus 
ROOF flea cupola dormers 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (brick) stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 19th century commercial structure with intact 4-bay 
3-story pressed metal facade, double hung windows separated by metal stop- 
fluted pilasters, paneled metal spandrals and metal modillion cornice. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic_some store front alteration 
wae ing 

CONDITION good poor_metal] LOT AREA 1488 sq. feet 

NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Brick rear facade has Greek Revival rectangular 

lintels, a brick block cornice, and a slate roof with metal dormers 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) This late 
19th centurv commercial building either 
(Map) replaced an earlier bowfront house or 
represents a totaliy remodelled facade, 
+ 4 the location of at 


(N) June, 1979 
-least one piano dealership, that of 


Moved; date if known 





Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
. of Tremo 

Theodore B. Dillaway in 1897. By the late 19th century, the block 

between Boylston and Stuart was a secondary part of "Piano Row" 


-- en eet eet eee ee fe mee _ - ee ee . - : ” ~—— ee 


- Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


~ wee es et te 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deedg, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 





| TH-CBD 467 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 224 Tremont St. cor. 





NAME 
present original 
MAP No.  24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE _post- 0 style (no permit 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 10 7/5, 3 4/u,*/5,4/6 £79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
stores and offices trate 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 6 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other)(brick> stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION One-bay modern yellow brick commercial building 
of no architectural distinction. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 


CONDITION good) fair poor __LOT AREA 4429 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 








SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribute architecturally 
(Map) 











(M) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known hy 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


ee 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 





BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Fort, FoeeNoe Area CBD 


ADDRESS 226 Tremont St. TOR. 


‘el y 
“ees 
oma 
aS 
‘.) 
‘Noe! 


=a) 
N 






po 


NAME 





Hef present original 
Me f MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
Ln} 
fe DATE 1890-1895 Atlas (no permit) 
‘ f source 
eit ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 


puoTocrapuys 3 ¢/4,4/5 +79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) commercial 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 6 plus 


ROOF Mhz Ge cupola dormers 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) (brick: stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 
Narrow é 4 P 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION yellow Roman brick Romanesque Revival commercial 


building, featuring single ,4-story pressed metal 
polygonal bay extending from level 2 to 5 and a 4-bay arcade at 
topmost level followed by brick corbel table cornice. Spandrals on 
pressed metal bay have interlocking circle design. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic heavily altered storefront 


CONDITION (good) fair poor LOT AREA 1429 “sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 








SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Most notable building in a group of 
(Map ) small-scale, generally late 19th century 


7 commercial buildin Phe Omri r 
f ich laced vi 


- pbowrronts. 





(N) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 








Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


— a oe Ne - - ee ~ o : ~ oe tae 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 





TH-CBD 469 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 228 Tremont St COR. 
NAME McKeou gh's Pub 








present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE __1694(remodelled 20thic»)is Bide. Dept 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 34/2, 4/3.79 =i 1 ale eae 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) commercial 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 1 (equivalent to plus 
2 in height 


ROOF fA cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other)(brick) stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Stucco bar entrance 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate @rastic) 


CONDITION Good) fair poor LOT AREA 1429 “sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 








SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribute architecturally 





(Map) Probably was originally a late 19th c. 





commercial building of 4-5 stories 








i 


(M-) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, asso assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


He mepe) Pies ie ball gra Department jacket records permit as dating from 1894. 
The permit is missing, however. 


co) 


TH-CBD 470 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. f __Area CBD 


ADDRESS 230 Tremont St. COR. 


NAME 
present original 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB ARFA Theatre 


‘ao 


a> a 


source 


a a aan (a) TT} DATE 1909-1917 Atlas (no permit): 
tea @ jaa id : 


ARCHITECT 


source 
BUILDER 
Sess sesssststrssasnssssssssunessesesssnnrnee 
source 


OWNER 
Original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS Stu AL JOYA, 





= —— EE se - eS EEE 
TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


commercial 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 4 plus 





een EEE 


ROOF Petey cupola dormers 











MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) Grick> stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 





BRIEF DESCRIPTION Early 20th century pier and spandral commercial building 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic 

CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 1429 sq. feet 

NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 

eee 
SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribute architectural] ly 





(Map) 


eee sth, Ree Aen a aed ee ge |e ae oe ee 
(M) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes. (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social / . 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


nt ene eee minr.ie 41s - _ ee ee ee 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) ies 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. 


wee ee 


ee 


gin) 





BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 232 Tremont COR. 71-77 Stuart 


NAME 
present original 


MAP No. SUB AREA 








DATE 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 3 3/5 +79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) plus 
ROOF cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION oy 
See form for 71-77 Stuart 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate drastic 
CONDITION good fair poor LOT AREA ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 








SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) 





(Map) 








Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


Ry Pe = ee a ee — — sas ices ota. che at: ak cas . “ e . om ee 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) ; 


TH-CBD 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Foes Ne bs i Area CBD 


NR Ind.# 78-56 
ADDRESS 244-250 Tremont coR. 


NAME Wilbur Theatre / Ye Wilbur Theatre 
present original 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Se 


building permit 4/26/13 


DATE 1 -14 
sources 
ARCHITECT Clarence H, Rlacksall permite 
; . source 
BUILDER By " 


sourcay .E. Medical Ctr. 
OWNER ws i 
original Just present 
PHOTOGRAPHS 3 9/4 3/6.79 a 
| Ward 3, Parcel#séu5  uTM#1 0/329860/46900560 
TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck tan apt. 
(non-residential) theatre 





NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) i plus = 
height to 3) 
ROOF tart cupola ~ dormers - 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alun/vinyl 


(Engli Aes eee Stong Marble trivbacrete iron/steel/alum. 
sn. ° 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Symmetrical free-standing 3-bay Colonial Revival theatre. 
Triple entrance portals marked by fluted Greek Ionic colums set in 
antis and supporting pedimented entablatures. Three arched, elongated 
second floor windows open onto decorative iron balcony; marble semi- 
circular tympanums carved with theatre masks. Above, Adamesque panels 
and marble plaque inscribed "Wilbur Theatre" followed by leafy modillion 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic cornice and roof balustrade. 


CONDITION Good) fair poor | LOT AREA 10,400 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Small park at intersection of Tremont and 


Stuart directl : j dj u 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Wilbur: 
Theatre is significant as the best Boston 
example of Colonial Revival theatre design, 
as the work of nationally prominent theatre 
(Map ) | architect Clarence Blackall, and as the 
scene of several premieres and many notable 
performances. 
The Wilbur differs from other area 
theatres in its free-standing plan and the 
\ . simplicity of Blackall's eclectic design, 
(NRI) . June, 1979 a combination of Georgian, Federal and 
Greek Revival motifs. Fine detailing 


ee ee ee -> ——— ee; —- aes —— 


we er ae 
amues +: secee-ene ome + <b ame Oe 


Moved; date if known 





Themes (check as many as applicable) 











Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion “ 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ F 
The Arts x settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Communi ty/ Political Transportation 
development 








Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) | 
includes the portals, copied directly from the 1837 Thomas Bailey Aldrich hous 
on Beacon Hill.° The well-preserved interior, which seats 1000, was designed 
for dramatic productions rather than spectacles and was praised for its 
intimate atmosphere, more like a conservative club or distinguished home than | 
theatre. Decorators were Pennell, Gibbs and Quiring, whose senior partner, H.. 
Pennell, also worked on the Golonial, Shubert and Saxon/Majestic. Omamental 
plastering was by John Bowen. 

Clarence Blackall (1857-1942), senior partner in the Boston firm of Blackal 
Clapp and Whittemore, designed 14 Boston theatres and was considered one of thi 
most experienced U.S. theatre architects of his day. His other buildings in t 
theatre area include the Colonial, Music Hall/Metropolitan, Modern, Pilgrim/ — 
Olympia, Little and White Buildings and Hotel Avery. ; A 

Premieres at the Wilbur included pre-Broadway runs of "Our Town" and q 
"Mary, Mary." In 1947, Marlon Brando became an overnight superstar for his ~ 
performance with Jessica Tandy in "A Streetcar Named Desire."5 

The Wilbur was named for Arthur L. Wilbur (d. 1917), veteran Boston theatre’ 
manager, organizer of the Wilbur Opera Company and partner in the firm of Stai 
Wilbur, which formed one of the largest U.S. theatre chains.?7 Wilbur was 
associated with the-Shuberts’ in the eréétidn of the Wilbur Theatre, which was 
built on the site of the Winthrop School for Girls. Rstetcibe les 

~~ “Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, Context) se Ali? Lx a 

Preservation Recommendations: Eligible for the National Register (indiv) 

Recommended (with reservation) for study as Boston City Landmark — 

Current Status: The theatre is owned by Tufts New England Medical Center 

and,leased: to the Jujamcyn Co, which also manages the Colonial. The 

10-year lease began in 1969, at which time the managers restored the 
pbuilding to its 1914 appearance at a cost of $250,000. However, at the 
expiration of the lease the Jujamcyn Co. has decided not to renew, and 

Tufts has put the building up for sale. — 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 

records, early maps, etc.) 

1. American Architect and Building News, vol 106, #2016, 8/12/1914 
‘(plates and plans) 

. Boston Sunday Globe, 4/19/1914 (illus. article on theatre) 

. Boston Globe, 4/20/1914 (opening performance) 

- Boston Transcript, 4/5/1913, 4/21/1914, 5/2/1914 and 4/15/1939 

- Elliot Norton, Broadway Down East, p. 64,68-70, 108 a 

- Douglass Tucci, "The Boston Rialto..." City Conservation League; 197) 

- New York Times, March 24, 1917 (obit. Arthur Wilbur) ; . 


Tobie Stein, unpublished manuscript on Wilbur Theatre (copy at Boston 
Landmarks Commission.) fi 


TH-CBD 472 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Reeebas Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR Ind. #TH-S 
ADDRESS 252-272 Tremont COR. 


NAME Music Hall/ Metropolitan Theatre 


present original 


MAP No. pun /128 SUB AREA a 
building permit IES 
L928 Og beer onening §1 0/47/2025 ee 


DATE 23-192 i 2 
source 
chief designers: Blackall, Clapp and 





| 





ARCHITECT | 
Kenneth Franzheim, G. Nelson .Meserve. 


- 


BUITDER : ; 4 source: 3 
=~ Oep a Con strict on] Coa ee 
SN 


soi A Aaa (kc a (| a | 





bel md 


N.E. Medical Ctr. Hos! 


OWNER Tremont St. Realty/ 
original present 


puoTocraPus 10°/6,2/7,3 9/2,9/3,1 */4+79 


Ward 3, Parcel # 5640 UTM# 19/329860/469052¢. 

TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 3 
(non-residential) +hestre, offices and stores 

NO. OF STORIES (1st to eS 14 plus - 





ROOF flat cupola - do mers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick @tone) limestone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Irregularly-shaped Renaissance Revival "palazzo skyscrape 
with symmetrical, 11-bay Tremont facade. Two-story colonnade of engaged © 
fluted Greek Ionic columns at level 2-3. Shaft of building organized 
by rising -piers, recessed spandrals and paired metal window units, with 
ornament concentrated at level 4 and 5. Building terminated by two-story 
colonnade of aioe Corinthian pilasters at level 12 and 13, plus dentil | 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic cornice and roof cresting of 
" palmettes an eatre masks. 


CONDITION Good ) fair poor | LOT AREA 6,106 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Building roughly L-shaped, wrapped around 


Wilbur Theatre to north, South elevation of 6 stone bays and tan Rpanel 
brick rear entrance opening onto small triangular p plaza. 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont d on reverse) Strat ys 
Metropolitan is highly significant as the | 
largest theatre in Boston history and one of 
| the largest in e country, as the best N.E.! 
(Map) example of the peas "movie palace" of 
eS the roaring twenties and as the last of 
< - © 


Clarence Blackall's 14 Boston theatres, 


- _~ The theatre reputedly cost $8. m, seat 
- 4200-44 a : Pine bid 


first to be constructed in Boston was a 
new height limit of 14 stories. Architect was 


(NRI) June, 1979 Clarence Blackall _(1857- 1942) one of the 


= ~ ee es OO = - _-—— - ee 
Ce - EEE EES EEE SEES SS SPREE nese « —— 
*e. ~- 





-_——_ mm 


Moved; date if known 





Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation x 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts x settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social/ 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ . Political Transportation 
development 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
leading U.S. theatre architects and designer of the Colonial, Wilbur, Modern 
and Pilgrim/Olympia. The interior, modeled after Garnier's Paris Opera’and 
decorated in the Louis XIV style, was appropriately advertised as "the public) 
castle" with "a thousand and one wonders" including the grand lobby with fo 
tiers of prominades, spacious lounges, marble doorways, rose jasper pillers,t| 
1800-lb. gold plated chandeliers, bronze details by the Gorham Company, and — 
-$10,000 in gems decorating the central mural painting by Edmund Philo Kellog. 
The entertainment was equally extravagant. The Met offered a combination © 
of films and a stage show, which might feature its resident ballet corps, 100° 
voice chorus, 55-piece orchestra and two-console organ, all for 35¢ or 75¢ ony 
weekend evenings. Resident producer John Murray Anderson arranged his own 
stage shows, headlined over the years with stars such as Rudy Vallee, Al  _ 
Jolson, Burns and Allen, Jack Benny and Bob Hope.” A seating board and “a 
cadre of 40 well-mannered, costumed ushers made sure that no seat remained J) 
empty long. Waiting patrons could arrange for bridge parties, lounge in 
comfortable chairs with the latest magazines, prominade to the music of two 
‘lobby orchestras, play ping pong, or visit the chic art deco restaurant whic 
opened in 1932. 
Since the-destruetion: of: the Boston-@pera House’ in-t958, the Metropolitan | 
pas been used SOLA ers Orman oa aby, the Royal Ballet, Metropolitan Opera Compan) 
5 SOO1 eceea tion iF equcteart 0 ys fas been theipMusic. Heddactby C= s20) ae sac 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) eae as) snc 


Preservation Recommendations: National Register (individual) and Boston 
City Landmark (interior) 















mew 


Current Status: Present plans call for converting the Music Hall into a 
prime center for ballet and opera. Owners, Tufts N.E. Medical Center, have |) 
agreed to lease the bldg. to the tax-exempt Metropolitan Center, Inc. beginn 
-in the summer of 1980, provided the group can raise $1.75 million in cash & 
pledges by May, 1979, toward a projected $3.5 m. renovation involving a new 

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's stage, theaj 

records, early maps, etc. restoration & dressing rooms. 9 Gbote ia 


1. American A chitect and Building News, 8/5/1926, plates 181-185, 187 
(exterior and interior photographs, no text) 
- G. H. Edgell, The American Architect of Today, N.Y. 1928, p. 332-335s 


Sexton and Betts, American Theatres of Today,(1927), p. 56-59 
(illustrations and plans) 

». Achievements of New England Architects and Engineers, Boston, 
1927, DP. 136. 


. Boston Evening Transcript, 10/6/1925 i 
. Tucci, Douglass, "The Boston Rialto..." City Conservation League, 197 


Broadway Down East by Elliot Norton, p. 23, 111. 
; a Die 


— Rastan Fvyenin a 
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AMERICAN THEATRES OF TODAY 


LIIWLE erT 











or 
> 
. 
~ 
. 
r 
4 
‘ 
* 














DILLAWAY STAR 


TeR .cBer 


° 














TF 





, o 
= 
Ls 
eS 
= == 


ae 


part 
aaeor 


ase 


» 
« 
rc 
= 
? 
« 
3 
> 
- 
ce 
ey 
Qs 
= 
Nard 
* 
er 
gw 
eet 
so 
« 
e 





PY 
H 


|| a 














AR24 Of 10 «© 46,0/6 seme 








ef = & = p 


ORCHESTRA FLOOR PLAN AND PIRST FLOOR PLAN 
Scale of Feet 


tag SCs 





¥ 


echt tN Se 





, KENNETH FRANZHEIM, - 


a ‘mY P 


err get ey na vireeny Fay : 
ie asthe spectrin ae eal 
Bo oda 


n 
4 vi 1 
oO ; 
= 24 g 
- 45 a 
omer =) 
Fe tee ge | 
BO eG .84 | 
Oe ey | 
© BSH | 
° Le 
eo e8 &y | 
Ee ee ce 
epi eLs 
O coat 
ae bet 
Pegg 24) 
Ae eT 
<iz | 
FES £14 
£48 
Go Sa | 
eee 
yo 
O65 
mm 8 , 4 
a eG” 
=O 
a 
| 
zt 
A 
r VY 
a 
ea) 


a 


Bram Gavtnn 2% RBatte 


edits © nl 





ay ae, 


‘acter Aerey 


re * 
co 


ull Ad ce 2. ie 





TH-CBD 473 
Ar 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. ea CBD 
[ s ADDRESS 274 Tremont COR. 
| - NAME 
present original 


MAP No. 24y /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE 1970's 




















source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 
PHOTOGRAPHS 3 > /4 a 
TYPE (residential) single double row. 2-fam. =deck ten apt. 
(aon-residential) entia restaurant and parking garage 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 8 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone @oncreté) iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION § Modern concrete multi-level parking garage | 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 


CONDITION ood) fair poor ___LOT AREA__56,706 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Restaurant entrance off small public 


laza between the garage and the Music Hall . Plaza and part of the 
garage Located on what was once Hollis St. 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 
Garage has clean, modern lines and 
(Map) wednas@atenpietosrclacesto. a = = sea 


(M+) June, 1979 ‘ restaurant at the lower level. 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


ae 


ee 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deedg, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


| Bas TH-CBD 473 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Aréa CBD 








219- AreaC, #TH-2| 
ADDRESS 221 Tremont St. COR. Allen's Alley 
‘ NAME 
present original 
MAP No. 24N /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
building permit 1901 
DATE 1901-190 ening 2 OS? 
| source 
Associate Architects 
ARCHITECT John Galen Howard & James M. Wood 
New York City) source (perm 
BUILDER. J. Dall & Walter Harris (permit) 
(New York City) source = 
| Saxon Theatre Corp. 
OWNER + St 
original present 
6 4 
PHOTOGRAPHS 1 /3,10 /%.79 (interior 73/1,2/2,3/3) 
Ward 5, Parcel # 2. UTM# 19/329900/4690740 
‘TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
: (non-residential) theatre 
i NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 2 (equivalent to plus - 
( 5 in height 
ROOF flat cupola = dormers = 
: MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucce asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
| Other brick CStofeyranite PS%tnerete iron/steel/alun. 
: fey TE ; 
| BRIEF DESCRIPTION Imposing, free-standing Beaux Arts theatre 3 bays in 
width with highly ornate grey terra cotta sheathing. Principal feature 
: is four engaged fluted Roman Ionic colums equivalent to 3 stories in 
height, set in antis, rising from balustrade between levels 2 & 3. Staine: 
: glass windows between colums inset into semi-circular arches with 
decorative tympanums and theatre-mask keystones. Deantil comice,roof-i°. 
: EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor _ .. balustrade with stone pedestals and 
: (remodelling of level 1-2 & lobby appears reversible) copper balusters. 
| CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 10, 333 sq. feet 
| ; 
| NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Situated between Little Building and planned 
: State T bati Builds , 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Saxon/Maiestic 
is highly significant as a work of high ex- 
| terior and interior architectural] quality, 
as the only known Boston building by 
(Map) nationally prominent architect John Calon 
; Howard, and as one of 


. Boston merchant and music patron Eben Jordon. 


The free-standing plan, monumental quality 
and rich terra cotta detailing distinguish 


-the Majestic from other Boston theatres. Its 


3 : (y= -cococo interior, amons the city's most 
Ose ap dele) ERY at ikeleze| (FOF TT oO a 2th. PSEA DES SLUTS 





Moved; date if known irate 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts x settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 













Interior ‘icance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
decoration was a, collaboration between architect Henry B. Pennell, who also J 
worked on the Colonial, Wilbur and Shubert, and L. Haberstroth & Sons,quality) 
Boston decorators also involved with the Colonial. Lobby murals were by Wm. Jf 
deLeftwich Dodge, whose best known murals are in the Library of Congress. | 
Architect John Galen Howard (1864-1931) is best known as the founder of thi 
University of California School of Architecture,/ where he taught for 28 years. 
and designed many monumental university buildings. A native of Chelmsford, Mi 
Howard studied at M.I.T and the Ecole des Beaux Arts and worked under H.H. 
Richardson, Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge and McKim, Mead and White before open: 
his own firms, first in New York and later in San Francisco. He designed the 
much admired Electric Tower for the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo. (1901 
Merchant Eben Jordan (1857-1916), son of the founder of Jordan Marsh & Cox 
was actively involved in the development of music and opera in Boston during 
the early 20th century. His generosity made possible the 1000-seat Jordan . 
Hall (1902) for concert performances and the Boston Opera House (1909) for the 
Boston Opera Company, which he helped establish.8 The Opera House has since 
been demolished. / eae nea 
Managers of the theatre, Edward Stair and A.L. Wilbur, controlled one of t 
largest. chains. of--theatres-in the-natior--¢see also Witbur Theatrejand Globe) 
The Majestic was used for drama and_particularly for musicals and light 
OAS aes ee x oa Peed eee: . Chea tee hake fear da gmmaped the Saxo 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, contest yy) = paeanea ais! 











| 





| 


_ Preservation Recommendations: Merits.study as possible Boston City 
Landmark (interior and exterior) and nomination to National Register 
(part of "Piano Row" District.) 


Current Status: The Saxon is currently operated by Sack Theatres as 
a movie house. 





Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


1. Brickbuilder, October, 1901, vo. 10, pl. 74-79 (front elevation and 
plans 


2. American Architect and Building News, vol 80, pl 1425,4/18/1903 
(i1l7us) sandivclee77 wip Leese aaaee 
. Boston Globe 2/15/1903 p. 44 (interior description & illus) 
: Boston aioe, Pees p. 1-2 (opening performance) 
; 1o orton, Broadway Down East, p. 21 h ig. 
. Withey, Biography of America ee ee Or Suc eae 
. Architectural’ Record, vo. 70 , p.. 278, Oct. 1931 (obit. J.G. Howards 


Dictionary of American Biography, pv. 214 (Eben Jordan) 
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253-261 Tremont 











ADDRESS COR. 
_ NAME 
present original 

(AP No,  24N/12E SUB AREA lheatre 

wTE 1926 Building permit 7/16/1926 
source 

\RCHITECT G. Jacobs W 
source 


UILDER not listed on permit 
source 


WNER Jennie Hanvilbery/ 
original present 


HOTOGRAPHS 1 ey Jjiecnpiy ; 








TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) stores and offices 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) @ plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) brick stone iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 4-bay Classical Revival commercial building of cast 
stone featuring free classical bas relief detailing concentrated at 
top spandral area, followed by concrete roof parapet. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate) drastic storefront alterations 
CONDITION (good) fair poor LOT AREA 2681 sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Adjacent to parking lot (Parcel C-4) 





SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) 


The three buildings on the west side of 
(Map) this block of Tremont all date from the 


mid-1920's when the street was widened 


about 20'.(In the case of the Shubert, 
(N) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation 
Agricultural Education 
Architectural Exploration/ 
The Arts settlement 
Commerce Industry 
Communication Military 
Community/ Political 
development 





Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 
invention 
Social/ 
humanitarian 
Transportation 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


only the facade is new.) 


253-261 Tremont is a reasonably good example of its style and 
the bas-relief details contribute to the streetscape. 
of 1926 describes a 4-story building--either plans were changed or 
the two upper floors of the present building have been removed. 


—_— eA eee ee - tome _ 


+. ee ee 


— me ree 


The permit 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 





BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION 


page 
= 


TYPE (residential) single 





double 


Building Information oe Form No. Area 


R Ind.#7H- 54 
ADDRESS 263-265 Tremont con, Seaver Place (alley 








yams Sam S. Shubert Theatre/ same 





present original 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
ing permi 


. build mit 472871908 
DATE 1908-1910* opening 1/24/1910 
*present facade Tse irom Se 
(source: photos and Atlas) 3, 
ARCHITECT Hill, James and Whitaker (permit) 


SOuUrCcEe 


BUILDER : it : 
source Shubert Organiza- 
Begun by Chas H. Bond | os Tees : 


OWNER Completed re | Shubert / Ste, 
Rolding’Co present mi W. 44th St. 


i. BE By Pe N.Y.,N.Y. 10036 


PHOTOGRAPHS . : : 


Ward oF Parcel # 63  UTM#19/329820/4690500 


row. 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


non-residentia theatre and off ices 


. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 2 (equivalent to plus 
Bin erie 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERTALS (Frame) clapboards priieles stucco asphalt asbestos alun/vinyl 
(Other) brick limestoneconcrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Symmetrical, classically-inspired 1925 theatre 
entrance featuring original 1910 wrought iron and glass marquee. 
Second story dominated by central Palladian-motif window with finely 


carved tympanum. Elevation terminated by modillion cornice and pest 
with blind balustrade, over_center bay. Cae 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 1910 facade replaced by 1925 | 
oe pagace » which repls minor alteratic 


CONDITION-g60@ fair poor 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 


LOT AREA =-.17,403 sq. feet 


Rear facade on Warrenton St, parking lot 





to south. 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse)_ The Shubert _ 
is significant as a well-preserved example 
of the early 20th century Adam theatre 
interior and as the scene of many notable 
(Map) theatrical performance S an 
important as the last of its kind in Boston. 
Th int j ira ict 


(NRI) cum an 1979 


palace at Versailles and the Louis ae XV 


been praised for its comfortable ae 
-ecoziness and "mellow richness. Lobby 


|} paintings aiter Boucher are by Henry Bodge 





Se  eeneaete’ © 


-_— me ee = ae 2 oe wr ememe oe as 3 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as manv as apolicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts re settlement invention 
Commerce  ‘~-+%% Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 


| 


Sienificance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Penne] ee Satin interiors at the Wilbur, Colonial and 


| 
Majestic. Pennell's firm, Pennell, Gibbs & Quiring, did interior decoration.* | 

The principal architect, Thomas M. James (1875-1942) practiced with Clinton 
M. Hill before organizing, in~4+909, his own architecture and engineering firm 
specializing in banks. He also designed the Union-Warren Savings and present : 
Post Office in the theatre area. In 1925 Tremont St. was widened by 20 ft. alo 
the west side of the Shubert block, an action requiring demolition or alterati 
of all buildings on the Shubert side. The marble-faced James facade was repla 
by the present limestone entrance, with original marquee. from t9tO re-erected 

The Shubert was built for drama and opened with Shakespeare's "The Taming o 
the Shrew" starring E.H. Sothern and Julia Marlow. Theatrical highpoints have 
included the first Boston performances by Ons Gietgud . -, Maurice Evans and Sir 
Lawrence Olivier and the 1917 performance by John Barrymore, one of the 
greatest 29th century Am. actors. 

The Zfheatre was named for Sam S. Shubert, called "the founder of the indep- 
endent theatre movement," oldest of three Shubert brothers and the first to 
become involved in theatre Management in the 1880's. After Sam's death in a 
train wreak in 1905, his brothers Lee and Jacob went on to dominate legitimate 
theatre in the.1ist half.af.the 20th century,.-controlling-at one time the Plymo 
Copley, Soma oes Colonial, Wilbur and Baston Opera House..as well as the Shub 


The. se a ion ag, be can pyc Pas». Pond but sakes eMee: SUTinS $ struction b 


for public use and enjoyment, protection, Meeiieiee! context) _ ‘the Shuberts after 
howe aire copes, fit Aosta ated Sy RH 3; “Bond's untimely dea 


Preservation Recommendations: National Register (individual listing) 









organization 
Current Status: Still operated by the Shubert. ,as a legitimate 
theatre. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, aay assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. 


ign Boston Heralds an 29.01 ol One Demy (desc. of theatre) 

Sa BOStOM GLODe si latystne- 35) agi U asp emer 1 

3. Broadway Down East by Elliot Norton, peean 1978. (see photo of 
oniginialatacadane pissed) 

4, Obituaries of Lee Shubert (12/25/1953) and Jacob Shubert (12/25/63) 
in New York Times ; 

5. See Atlases of 1922 and 1928 for proof of street widening; also 
"Take Down" permits at City Hall Building Department 


263-265 Tremont St. 


- = 4.2 New Sehubert Theatre, Tremont Steg ee 
Tage neat Maer 1 -BOSTON, MASS. 20? St eres 





Original Shubert facade of 1910 (replaced by present 
facade in 1925) 


Photograph reproduced from Broadway Down East by Elliot 
Norton, pe. 23 


TH-CBD 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. 2 oie ea CBD 


ADDRESS 271-279 Tremontcop. 
waME Bradford Hotel/ B.P.0.E. Lodge #10 


" present. original (bilks Hotel) 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 


DATE 1925-1926 Dated photos of bldg. eS 
Source Construc. aon 


a no permit 
me : ARCHITECT McLoughlin & Burr _Newspapers~ 
| E source 

noe Lo& ) Boston chat 
7B ES owner Lodge of Elks/ 

Esa & original present 





ee: cepa 
puoTocrapus 1 /1,°/2 °79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-resi denti al) rivate club/hotel 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 12 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other)(brick) (stone) Limestone concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Late Renaissance Revival "palazzo skyscraper" with 

principal 7-bay facade on Tremont constructed of stone (level 1-3) and 
brick (level 4-12). Center entrance marked by oxeye window; rusticated 
2nd Story; elevated 3rd fl. windows emphasized with carved stone archi- 
traves, iron balconies and garlanded tympanums. Dentil cornice followed 
by brick upper stories which are unadorned except for capped lintels at 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic at 
(altered storefronts 11 & 12. Modillion comice 
CONDITION(good) fair poor LOT AREA 19,688 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Vacant lot to south 





___ SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Bradford 
{| is a substantial Renaissance Revival brick 
end stone hotel built as' the club house for 
the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. 
(Map) The building is a late example of its 
style which lacks individual distinction 
but is well-preserved and contributes 
to the Tremont streetscape. 
When it was planned, the building was 
intended to be "one of the most modem 
(N) June, 1979 club houses in the city," 3 with a 


ji og 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Spacious 2-story lobby and Surrounding ladies parlors, writing rooms 
and lounging rooms for guests, a 3000-seat hall/ballroom on the 3rd floor 
expected to be the largest room of its kind in the city, a club floor at 
level 4 with lounging rooms, a library, buffet, grill ae locker rooms, 8 
Floors of bedrooms (about 350) and even a roof garden.7Predicted cost was 
$3 million. The building was built to the 155" maximum limit on height. 

Architects McLoughlin & Burr also designed the Commonwealth Armory, a 14 
unit apartment at 65 Commonwealth Ave, schools in Norwood and Natick and 
houses in Brookline. Sr. partner James E. MeLoughiin was responsible for th 
Boston Trade School and South Terminal Station. 


~~ ee ~ 7 - oe mmo we . . - Ae tee 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


+ ee eee 


The building is presently a second class hotel. Good location and con 
tion make 1% a logical candidate for adaptive reuse. Plans for 
recycling into elderly housing have been shelved and current planning 
goals call for use of the building as a first class hotel. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. 


1. Boston Traveler, 3/6/1926 
2. Boston Herald, 11/22/1925 


Boston Post 6/11/1923 
- BPL architectural file 
. Boston Simday Globe, 1/28/1979 (on current status) 


© NEw 





eee ee - ee home a aes 


peer Ua oe CBD 


NR Ind # TH 53, 
ADDRESS 76-78 Warrentoncop. 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Forn. 


Mame Charles Playhouse/Fifth Universalist 


present original urcn 
“MAP No.24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre _ 
had ad hh Ted ne : on 3 
SSIES H  —«-taTE_1838-9 __newspaper accounts +’ _ 
sa ARCHITECT Asher Benjamin 
source 
BUILDER Nathan Price " 
source SHARD Desi: 
Fifth Universalist 74-76 Warrenton, 
OWNER Church 8 Warrenton i 
origina present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 10 */3,4/2 reg : | 
Ward 5. Parcel #83 UTM#19/320740/4690480 | 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten ape. 


(non-residential) nnurreh and two store hate L) 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 3 piussesen | 
ROOF gable front cupola - demmers - 


MATERTALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick) stone concrete. iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIFTION Monumental 3 X 5 bay Greek Revival temple front, symmetr: 
cal and restrained in ormament. Raised granite basement level with 
center and two side entrances. Paired two-story fluted Greek Ionic 
colums set in antis between paired brick pilasters, all supporting a 
wide entablature and gable pediment with lunette window. Between col-| 
ums are two-story windows with corner blocks and carved spandral panel] 

EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderat2 drastic 

trim needs 


CONDITION Good} (fair) poot___paint LOT AREA__ 5396 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Presently the comer building on a narrow 


secondary street 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Charles 
5 j ea of the sarli 
(Map) and most significant buildings in the area, 
the Greek Revival Fifth Universalist Church 
of 1838-9, one , £ aoe y three surviving 


“Boston churches by 19th century architect 


ee ee ere - — -_ —_—_——- - eee - en ter _-_——— 
— ee = —_—— +--+ 


Moved; date if known a 
Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 


Agricultural Education Religion x 

Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social/ 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation 
development Xx 





Significancs (include explanation of themes checked above) 


Benjamin's other Boston buildings include the Charles Street Meeting Hous 
(1804), the Old West Church (1806) and several Beacon Hill homes including 
54-55 Beacon St. and his own house at 9 West Cedar. His influence on New 
England architecture, however, derives principally from his authorship of 
builders guides and handbooks published continuously from 1794-1841. 
Benjamin's books adapted the latest European styles to American building 
conditions, and in this way the Federal and later the Greek Revival modes 
were disseminated to country carpenters throughout New England. Benjamin 
also founded an architectural design school in Boston. 

The Fifth Universalist Society was organized in 1836 and worshiped for a 
time in Bulfinch's Boylston Market before dedicating their meeting house in 
1839. The building contained 156 pews and cost $29,000 plus $7,600 for the~ 
land. The prototype appears to have been Plate LVIII and LIX of Benjamin+s 
The Builder's Guide or Complete System of Architecture (1838), the principal 
differences being the larger size and addition of a granite raised basement 
story which allowed for rental income from two stores. 

The first pastor, Rev. Otis A. Skinner, was a noted orator, author and 
member of the Boston School Committee active in founding Tufts Univ. and late 
president of Lombard-Univ.. in Illinois:—tThe church was“used as the Hebrew 
Temple Ohabei Shalom from 1863-1887, as the Scotch Presbvterian Church from 
1889. te dea ta BS: Ae rchPrieasbsAVBOUS eek FRG MEATS rs ty 

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, Context). 
National Register: Recommended for nomination to National Register 
i ; — eS a (individua 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) : 


1. "A New Asher Benjamin Building in Boston," by Mary Van Meter, 
The Drumlin, newsletter of the City Conservation League, Vol 3, 
#1, Jan. 1978 (includes complete bibliography) 


2. Boston Post, Feb. 6, 1839, p. 2 (gives architect, builder and 
date 





- * basic interior spaces (vestibule, auditorium) remain intact but _ 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 82-84 Warrenton COR. 


NAME Carver St. Electric Substation 

















present original 
MAP No. SUB AREA 
DATE 
source 
(Photo) ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 
PHOTOGRAPHS 








TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) 





NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) : plus 
ROOF cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 
see form for 70-74 CHarles St. South 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate drastic 
CONDITION good fair poor 3 LOT AREA sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) 


(Map) 


ee mene mee cate = ++ ome en ee ee 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry | Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


—_ ee move ww 4s nee memes - . Sh ee ee ee 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) , 


TH-CBD 25 CBD 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 


ADDRESS 90-92 Warrentorcor. 


NAME Hotel Hampden 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE _1885 Building permit 5/25/1885 
source 


ARCHITECT Rand & Taylor i 
source 


BUILDER Weston & Woodward ve 
source 


OWNER _C.A. Phelps/ 


original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 1 1/ Buk 79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten 
non-residentia 2 stores 7 | 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 5 plus 
ROOK a tebe cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (brick) stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 19th c. Commercial Style building with Queen Anne influence 
in use of terra cotta tiles on the brick pilasters which divide the 1st 
floor into 3 bays with center entrance; stone lintel between levels 1 & 

2; 4-bay upper stories with segmental-headed windows (level 3,4) or rect. 
windows with brownstone lintels (level 5). Corbel cormices between level | 
4 & 5 and at roofline. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor) moderate drastic storefront windows 
CONDITION Good) fair poor ___LOT AREA__ 2992 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Forms visual grouping with #94100 (Nicks) 





SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) 


The apartment hotel, a novel idea in the 


(Map) 1860's, was becomming a common form of 





city housing by the 1880's and the "Hotel 





Hampden’; built to accomodate 18 families, 
(N) June, 1979 


H 


Moved; date if known , - 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
is a good example of the trend. 

The modest but visually pleasing structure was designed by Rand & 
Taylor, an “enterprising and popular firm" organized in 1881 and 
active in the 1880's and 90's in erection of many public buildings and 
private residences, including the Boston & Lowell railroad station in. 
W. Medford, the National Express Co. building at Franklin & Arch St. 
Boston, the Partridge store at 59 Temple Pl, Wincester Town Hall, and 
buildings at 104, 112, 123, 129-131 South St, as well as the Young 
Ladies Seminary in Northfield Mass and State Hospital for the Insane 
in Worcester. The partners were George Dutton Rand, who began practice 
in Boston in 1870, and Bertrand E. Taylor, a specialist in hospital 
work, who joined him in 1881. 

In the 1890's one of the 1st floor stores was occupied by Fred 
E. Farrington, a furniture dealer. 





“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


1. BPL architectural card file on Rand & Taylor 
2. 1895 Boston City Directory 


TH-CBD 707 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 94-102 Warrentoncop. 


NAME Nicks Restaurant 
: present original 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 





source 
ARCHITECT_Charles A. Brown" 

. source 

mow oo iE : rm = SUILDER_ not listed on permit 

= 1G 4 ; 

a Aidit | “WA Pui oe source 

4 


WNER Locke, Stevens & Co 
original present 





eee een eee SHOTOGRAPHS 1+ /lps ts 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) Light manufacturing 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 2 plus 


ROOF flat cupola dormers 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) C6r Fico stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 
(painted ) ae / | 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 6-bay pier and spandral commercial style building with 
entrances at bays 4 and 6 and half-timbering used to decorate the 


other 1st floor bays. Brick piers meet above 2nd story windows to form 
arcade of segmental arches followed by a corbel comrmice. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic_window treatments changed, iron | 
cornice listed on, permit may have 
CONDITION (good) fair poor LOT AREA__7280 sq. feet been hea 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS  Rorme visual grouping with #90.92 Warrenton 


because of similarity of style and materials 
SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) This building, 


a good example of utilitarian brick 
(Map) | commercial architecture, was built 


y Ot Locke Stevens & Co, a plumbing 


supply business which remained there through 
(N) June, 1979 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation ip 
Agricultural Education Religion : 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 4 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Communi ty/ Political Transportation 

development 








Significance (include lanation of themes checked above) 
he 1O30i Sis 


The most historically notable use of the building, however, has bee 
in recent years as a restaurant catering to the theatre trade. For the 
past 22 years the restaurant has been called Nicks and has served 
theatre goers, producers, and performers including Richard Burton, 
Elizabeth Taylor, Bette Davis, Anthony Quinn, James Mason, Jimmy 
Durante, Pearl Bailey, Betsy Palen and most of the other stars who 
have appeared on the Boston stage.“ Nick's is also popular among 
advertising people and local politicians. 

Architect C.A. Brown also designed the private residence at 82 
Charles St. South which has since been incorporated into the Hotel 
Milner (see form for 76-82 Charles St.So.) 


oe eae wt ere en ee - = fe ~-< see eer . : - - eee 


for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. 


1. Information supplied by owner and waiters; see also photographs 
of stars located at the restaurant. 


TH-CBD 477 CBD 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 
. 26-44 Essex St. 


590-622 17-35 Harrison Ave 
ADDRESS__ Washington St. COR- Hayward Place 
Washington/Essex Bldg/Siegal's Dept. 
NAME Star Cinemas (Keith's Boston Theatre 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E 2 fe US Abeer Theatr 
B 


Tdg: 1904-5 
DATE Theatre: 1925 a seats 9 TETsS: — 5 
(no permits) source (newspapers) 
Bldg: Arthur H. Bowditch (blueprints) 
ARCHITECT Theatre: Thomas Lamb (BPL card a 


source 


am wl 4 
Ver 


BUILDER 
Blade isc hagas source 
Cotting & CF Adams 2nd/ 


original present 


saeaaere Ol Ge NS ay On cree 





TYPE frestdeaeiny) seer en double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(gon=residential) 905- department store 
ee 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) fe aplis 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapbeards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other)Cbrick tard stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


white terra cotta trim 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION Massive 10 X 13 X 9 X 13 bay Beaux Arts commercial bldg. 


occupying entire city block, with theatre erected within walls at rear. 

Wash. facade has 2-story metal storefronts with small-paned windows at 
level 2. Upper floors originally inW shape to admit interior light, feature 
4-story tier of rusticated brick piers alternating with 4-story metal & | 
terra cotta Chicago windows. Top level has tte ten terra cotta desigs, | 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic ed by dentil ice: us) 
1) modern curtain wall infil at center bays Sy heavily altered store+ | 
CONDITIONGood) fair poor LOT AREA_ 48,998 sq. feet fronts 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Free-standing building occupvi j 

city block (more than one acre parcel) Truncated at the two Wash. St. 
corners. Main theatre entrance was at 618 Wash,, side entrance at 
36 Essex. 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Washington/ 
Essex Building is notable for its history as an 


extravagantly large turn-of-the-century dept. 
store, as the largest building in the survey area, 
(Map) as a fine example of Beaux Arts commercial arch. 
by Arthur Bowditch (designer of the Paramount 
- Theatre, Old South Bldg. and Hotel Som erset), 


as a critical visual element in the Washington 
streetscape, and as the home of the 1925 Keith- 
Boston Theatre designed by prominent New York 
theatre architect Thomas Lamb. 
(N+) June, 1979 The bldg. was erected for the Boston branch 
.-—.__---- of the-Henry Siegal Co. Pace ened DURES E of -N<Y. 


and Chiracn. Amano th ope 


———— EE 


Moved; date if known 





Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural D8 Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts X settlement invention 
Commerce iaiaeae Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

modern emporium were the wide aisles, escalators, 15 miles of brass pneumatic 
tubing for carrying cash & change, a photo studio, ladies writing & reception 
room, hairdressing parlor, delicatessen, grocery with tables where shoppers co 
sit while expert grocers filled their order, a bank, restaurant seating 1000, 
post office, telegraph office & bakery. Siegal's aim was to meet all shoppers 
needs under one roof. Ads claimed the store carried "everything to wear, every 
thing to. eat, and everything for the home,"“& that the grocery was the largest 
Boston. The store was apparently unsuccessful & closed in 1914 after only 9 
years. The building is presently used for offices. ; 

The theatre was built to provide a home for the Keith enterprises during th 
interim between demolition of the old Boston Theatre and completion of the B.F. 
<eith Memorial (now Savoy). It reportedly cost $10m. and seated 4000 in a 
Single balcony plan. Descriptions noted the spacious marble foyer with mirror- 
ed walls, gold brocaded black satin panels, crystal chandeliers from Czechosla 
a $50,000 Wurlitzer organ ("the finest ever installed in an An. theatre) and t+ 
many lounges, including the city's first smoking room for women.’ The theatre 
offered a combination of vaudeville and movies and. opened with a racing movie, 
organ: recital, juggling, acrobats, etc. After the Keith Memorial became a movie 
only house in-1929;-the-Keith Boston’ (alst” called RKO Boston) continued in the 
vaudeville circuit and patrons were promised a .weekly stage show featuring 7 









“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 3 abhi : 
Because of its size, location, good condition and architectural interest, the : 
building is an ideal candidate for adaptive re-use. The theatre has been a 
altered to the extent that restoration would probably be prohibitively expensiv 


las since been called the Cyclorama, the Essex, & now the Star, which shows 

shinese movies. The theatre has been sealed off above the orchestra level, Leve 

las been totally modernized. The truncated upper level is empty and intact. 
Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 


| 
| 
Significance(cont)* foremost radio, screen and stage personalities. The theatre 


records, early maps, etc. 
L. Boston Globe, 9/11/1905 (adv), 9/12/1905 p. 4 (desc. of opening) 
2. Boston Herald, 9/12/1905, 8/16/1925 (desc. of theatre) 
3. Boston City Directory, 1912 (adv.) & Gr 
+. No building permit on file at city hall. Blueprints in possession of Meredi 
(present management) have Bowditch's name on them. . 
5. Harvard University Theatre Collection (Keith's Boston file) includes N 
clipping from 9/27/1925 - newspaper not marked. Also 10/5/1925 clipping 
2. Donald King, "A Historical Survey of the Theatres of Boston," Marquee, 
Journal of the Theatre Historical Society, 1974, 3rd quarter, shows photo — 


of the Washington St. marquee on p. 19 
7 Nan histidine narmirt sa nn F3to far tha thaatra.TDWhnamae Tamh jie Ilietod an 





2 590-622 Washington St. 
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TH-CBD 478 





BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 
NR Area _) Fay-¥ 
628-636 % 
ADDRESS j COR. 1-9 Essex St. 
Liberty Tree Block 
NAME ; j 
: present original 
— P “MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre _ 
= et a = és DATE 1850 newspaper accounts? 
———_—_ a pee cu source 
: me supervisor 
SROELT HOT Amos Cottin i 
source 


Greenleaf, Cushing & Adams, masons 


BUILDER Daniel Davies, carpenter " 


source 

Wmn.J. Fitzgerald Trust 

OWNER David Sears/ 628-636 Washington St. 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 9 “/1, 2 °/1,2/2+79 + files 


Ward 3, Parcel #4966, UTM#19/330080/4690710 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


stores and public halls 
--NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) ly 


Pea Slot ee) ae Oe ee Lust oe 
(slate on Essex 6 slate octagonal 





ROOF hip copper on Wash) cupola none dormers dormers (3 per facade 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) Crick) brownstoneoncrete iron/steel/alun. 

common bond trim | 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION Transitional Greek Revival/Italianate brick commercial 
bldg 8 X 7 bays with additional bay formed by curved Wash/Essex comer. 
Edges of bldg defined by alternating brownstone quoins. ist fl. heavily 


Modernized; 2nd floor wide triple window wits; 3rd fl. windows generally — 


double hung and orig. featuréd alternating rounded & pedimented lintels. 
Plain entablature. Carved wooden Liberty Tree plaque set in niche on 3rd 


ALTERATION minor drastic ade. 


EXTERIQR 
Sv fl. windows changed#"Iintels removed, storetronts altere 
CONDITION good (fain-(poor) LOT AREA 8645 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTIGS Corner site in heart of Combat Zone; visual 


terminus of Boylston St and comerstone of "Liberty Tree" district 
of small-scale 19th c. buildings extending down Wash. and Essex. Small 
public plaza across e street. 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Liberty Tree 

Block marks the site of the Liberty Tree, 

rallying point of the patriots of the Am. 
: Revolution. The building is significant not 

(Hap) only because of its visually prominent and 
; historic location but also as the cone 
W : : ° s 7 i] ij : ne 
theatre area and as an architecturally dis- 
: . : _ 
most eminent citizens 

; The Wash/Essex comer, known as Hanover 
Sq. before 1765, was the site of a grove of 
——---(NRD/C)Jume, 1979-—---- => Am. -eims;- the talitest-of-which was the-—- 





| 





| 
| 


Moved; date if known 


4 Themes (check as many as applicable) 








Sy Aboriginal Conservation Recreation - 
a Agricultural Education Religion 

Qs Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 

‘ate The Arts settlement invention 

“Ww Commerce Industry Social/ 

7 Communication Military humanitarian 

ae Community/ Politica li X Transportation 

tz ' development X 

















Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
iberty Tree, planted in 1646 and later a favorite gathering place for the "Son; 
f Liberty!" organized under its branches in 1765 to protest the Stamp Act. The 7 
ree was the site of demonstrationsé a celebration of Stamp Act repeal in 1766. 
iflamatory notices were posted here & Tories hung in effigy. The tree, a symbol] 
f liberty and focal point of Boston's early struggle against tyrrany, was cut 7 
own by the British in 1775 (yielding a proported 14 cords of wood) but was late 
splaced by a liberty pole.For illustration of Liberty Tree see reference #4) © 
In 1850 Boston millionaire David Sears erected the present commercial struct 
id commemorated the historic spot with a wooden relief plaque of the Liberty T 
gy high. and 5' wide executed by Mssrs. Winsor & Brother, ship carvers. Sears was 
1 entrepeneur & philanthropist whose granite mansion at 42 Beacon, designed by 
Lexandér Parris about 1819, is now the Somerset Club. (There is no evidence th 
-arris*"Was involved in the design of the Liberty Tree Block) | 
The Building had 4 stores on Wash. and one on Essex, and early tenants 
icluded Anson Peck, manufacturer of combs, fancy goods & jewelry, Watermans 
itchenzsupply store and, after 1876, Sages Trunk Store, one of the city's leadi 
2llers*ef trunks and traveling bags.70n the 2nd floor was a 30' X 75!'hall; on? 
ed was¥an immense 80 X 40' hall (prob. Union Hall) with 30' ceiling, 2 large di 
1g rooms. and a contiguous .75'..X 30-suppex-room "admirably-calculated for the us 
° balls, levees, public dinners, &c"lThe 4th floor had 2 halls, 0? X ae and 6C 
roof." 


)*' "with convenient drawing rooms, .the,whole amply 1 ted from.- 
cre “Preservation conaiders ion. accessi T1ity, erase iereso hb aers capa v (cont. *)) 


for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ ; 

National Register: Part of suggested "Liberty Tree" district. | 

Boston City Landmark: Petition to designate bldg as landmark was denie 
in 1978. .Consultant nevertheless recommends that the building 
be studied and reconsidered as possible Boston City Landmark. 


Ss 


ignificance (cont*) Descriptions of Union Hall describe it as "beyond doubt the 
»st elegant affair of the kind in the country...magnificent chandeliers..ease ~ 


j j x ehh Gat ay -lik j era a j ; 
one 3s Ties onan al ang largeopa ace-like mirrors eautifully painted 


Bibliography and/or re Neecontatcn as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


1. Boston Daily Evening Transcript, Feb. 19, 1850 (reprinted in part i 


The Drumlin, newsletter of the City Conservation League, Jan. 1978) 
2. Gkeason's Pictorial Drawing Room Companion, Jan. 31, 1852 (reprinted 
in part in the Drumlin, Jan. 1978, p. 1) : 
. M.A. DeWolfe Howe, Boston, The Place and the People,(N.Y. 1903) 
- James Henry Stark, Antique Views of Boston (Boston 1901) p.213 (T1 


‘ 


ee! 


. Lithograph in "The Book of Boston" 1851 shows pedimented lintels. 
- Photograph at SPNEA (Washington St. file) shows comer of bldg, 
with the pedimented lintels. 


. Illustrated Boston, the Metropolis of New England (1889) 
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TH-CBD 478 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information form Fore Ne. Area CBD 
eS heed a 
oe 638-644 atte 
CaN appRESS Washington St. cop 


824 LaFayette Hotel 
NAME Brewster Hotel/ 1861 Brigham's Hotel 





present original 
MAP No.  24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE t facade is post 1891 (illustra- 
3 source tions & photos) 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
Louis Miller Trus. 
OWNER 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 3 3/6, 9/2 +79 


Ward 3, Parcel #4965 UTM# 19/330080/4690710 


TYPE (residential) single TOS iste 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 








non-residentia _ Hove 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) + plus 5 
‘<a Jee a Vem LOM be Gt 
ROOF slate mansard cupola dormers segmental headed 


windows 

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other \Cbrick ston concrete iron/steel/alum. 
(MiLemishe bond ypainted) red). an sau 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 3-bay Federal Revival facade with"modern" storefront, 
elongated 2nd fl. windows with 8|z/< keystone-Linteled windows set in — windouss 
recessed arches and emphasized by iron balconies; splayed lintels 8/8 
at levels 3 & 4; recessed Adamesque festoon panels:above level 3; metal 
modillion cornice, fine. classical Getailing on dormers. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION (Cminor)-(moderaté) drastic Adamesque facade altered onl 
at ground level 


CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 8083 __sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Forms visual grouping with adjacent Liberty 


"WT 5 + " : 
Illustrations and 
SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) photographs of 
succeeding structures on this Aistoric site 
indicate clearly that the present facade 
ls Federa evival and dates airter : 


(Map) : The turn-of-the-century date does not negate 


the quality of proportions and Adamesque 


LA detailing which make this building the 


finest example of its style in the theatre 
area and a simificant. integral part of 
the"Liberty Tree" area. 
. The post-1891 date is derived from 1890's 
(NRD/C) June, 1979 photographs of the adjacent Pray Building 
___.___ ---- and 1891. illustrations ef Brighams-Hotet.—a 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include lanation of themes checked above) 
Second Tae aoe anal an entirely diiferent fenestration pattem from the 
present facade, which therefore must represent a rebuilding of the exterior. | 

The present structure stands on land apportioned to Garrett Bourne, who 
planted the elm known as the Liberty Tree in 1646. During the pre-Revolutionar 
War period a tavern on the site became the meeting place for the Sons of 
Liberty and the tree itself was a public rallying point for patriotic resistar 

In 1824 Ralph Haskins erected the LaFayette Hotel in honor of Major Genera 
LaFayette's visit to Boston that year. A 25' arch was erected in front of the 
building and the general entered the city in a grand procession along Wash. Si 

*From 1848-1861 the bldg was Wm. Bacon's Oyster House. In 1861 Robert Bent | 
Brigham opened Brighams Restaurant and Hotel. At some point he remodelled the’ 
exterior and in 1888 he added a building at the rear. Brigham, a country | 
lad from Bakenfield, Vt. and nephew of Peter Bent Brigham, came to Boston ane 
made a fortune in real estate.(He was one of the first to appreciate the j 
movement of business to the new South End) Brigham resided at his Wash. St. he 
from 1861 until his death in 1900. He left part of his estate for the founding 
of the"Robert Bent Brigham Hospitable for the Incurables"now specializing in | 
rheumatology. It is said that the 2nd fl. of the bldg. was used as a hospital 
clanic alg! the early 20th. Coe ee te ae + see mmm cement og a gh ean ae rman (and infamous) 

Since 1900 the bldg. has been the site of some famous,bars; the Silver Dol 
+ | | - 5 t iy t : 3 ' n 
inthe p22 O'S. ron Oost acne batace. tt the, beasts 60 Soh Pass enhyciive ae 4 Lo 

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ Ae pe 





National Register: Part of suggested "Liberty Tree" district 


’ 


(*From 1843-1848, the building was called the Suffolk Hotel) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
ds, early maps, etc.) 
fe Report by at’ Wells, Boston Landmarks Commission files. Cites the 
following references 
a) W.I. Tyler, History of the Brigham Family, N.Y. 1907, p. 402-3 


b) Frederick F. Hassam, Liberty Tree, Liberty Hall, 1891 (Athenaeum 
c) Samuel Drake, Old Landmarks of Boston, Boston 1900 


d) information supplied by owner 
2. Photograph of the Pray Building, 


July 1972 


644 WASHINGTON STREET, Boston, Mass. 


DESCRIPTION : 


ALTERATIONS : 


OWNER: 


USE: 


DATE OP 
STRUCTURE: 


5 story brick structure with pitched, slate shingle 
roof. 


Distinctive Adams facade: 


3-bay, 8-sash windows, keystone and plain lintels. 
Recessed arches above second story windows. 

Adams motif in recessed panels above third story 
windows. 


Flemish Bond brick courses. 
Modified mansard roof with segmental-arch dormers. 


Dimensions: 30'3" fronting on Washington Street. 
Attached to Liberty Block Building on 
North. 


Since 1937 (earliest notation in Building Department 
packet) : _ 


Roof repair after 1938 hurricane. 

Fire repairs (no structural change) 1954. 
Facade painted dark red ca 1962. 

lst floor store front remodeled numerous times. 


Louis Cohen 
Bradford Hotel 
Boston, Mass. 


(Deeds. history attached.) 

Building currently FOR SALE. 

Men's hotel (Brewster Rooms), sailors' lockers, and bar 

(2 O'Clock Lounge). 

Unclear. Original building permit not in Building Depart- 
ment packet. 

Various. references state that Brigham's Hotel (1861-19(?) was 


the original LaFayette Hotel built in 1824 in honor of the 
Major General's visit and attributed to Asher Benjamin. 


l-architectural Card File, Boston Public Library. 
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644 Washington St. 


BUILDING's 
INTEREST : 


However, two different drawings of Brigham's Hotel uncovered 
in the Boston Athenaeum differ from each other and sub- 
stantially from the current building at 644 Washington st.t 
Although the story height of the buildings is the same, the 
existing building differs from the earlier drawings in 

roof style, number of bays and recessed Adams panels above 
the windows. 


It appears that something must have happened to the build- 
ing pictured. in 1891 and that it was either radically 
remodeled or an entirely new structure erected on the site 
sometime between 1891 and 1937, when Building Department 
records begin and indicate no major structural changes. 

(An old-time performer told bar manager Ben that the second 
floor of the hotel had served as a hospital clinic around 
1910. This would indicate that the current building 
existed at the time of the clinic.) 


I would guess that the current structure was extensively 
rebuilt in the period 1890's -1920 during a revival of 
the Adams style as practiced by the prestigious Little & 
Brown Architectural Firm at that time. ; 


1. An elegant Federal/Adams facade - good architecture. 


2. Adds to distinct fabric of Washington Street - forms 
street architecture. 


Its value is in "contrast, character, visual and emotion- 
al change of pace, a sudden sense of intimacy, scale, 

all evocative qualities of another century and way of 
life." It helps to provide “the impression of a city 

gee Seer the richness of past and present side by 
side.” 


Sen LStCOLiC. 


Stands on one of the most historic spots in our country - 
"Liberty Hall". It is important to keep an old-style 
Federal building on this site to bring back a feeling 

of the history of the place. A modern building with 
placque could not do it. It wouldn't feel real. 





L see copies: of illustrations attached: 
1) Boston Street Photo File (no indication of where print 
came from) 


2) Fronticepiece of booklet Liberty Tree, Liberty Hall, 
F.F. Hassam, 137. 


2ada Louise Huxtable, Classic New York (New York, Doubleday 


S&sCo., inc., 1964), p. 32: 
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644 Washington St. 


HISTORY OF 


1635 - 


./60n— 


Li Oe 


SITE & BUILDING: 

Apportioned to Garrett Bourne who built house and planted 
Elm tree later to be known as "Liberty Tree". 

Tavern and meeting place of Sons of Liberty. 


Effigy of British Stamp Officer, Mr. Oliver, hung from Elm 


' tree by Sons of Liberty. First overt public act of resistance 


1824 


.o6i6— 


to British authority. 


Ralph Haskins erected LaFayette Hotel in honor of Major General 
LaFayette's visit to Boston in 1824. LaFayette entered city 
in coach drawn by four white horses in procession along 
Washington Street. City-wide holiday declared. A 25' high 
arch decorated with entwined French and American flags, 
flowers and Elm garlands was erected in front of the La 
Fayette Hotel. “The densest crowd ever seen in Boston 
surrounded the arch." 1 School children strew flowers in 
LaFayette's path and a beautiful young maiden with sash of 
red, white and blue emerged from the Hotel and presented 

the General with a glass of wine. 


Robert B. Brigham opened Brigham's Restaurant and Hotel in 
the former LaFayette Hotel. Brigham refused to operate 
the traditional open (standing) bar as was the prevailing 
custom of the day and insisted that his patrons sit at 
tables to drink. 


Im laying foundations for a new building to be erected at 
the. rear of Brigham'’s Hotel in 1888, roots of the old Liberty 
Tree were unearthed. A gentleman writing at the time secured 
some and describes them as "dozy, punky and brittle having 

no life sap." < 


Robert B. Brigham, a country lad from Bakersfield, Vt., and 
nephew of Peter Bent Brigham,c@aMe to Boston and made a for- 
tune in real estate. He was one of the first to appreciate 
the movement of business to the-new South End and bought up 
property to the value of $3 million. He resided in his 
hotel at 644 Washington Street from 1861 until his death 

in 1900. He was a man of charity having great empathy for 
the sick and poor, and left part of his estate for the found- 
ing of "The Robert Bent Brigham Hospitable for the Incurables," 
Parker Hill, now specializing in the treatment of rheumatic 
diseases. It is said that the second floor of the building 
was used as a hospital clinic during the early part of the 


20th century .? 
; lrrederick F. Hassam, Liberty Tree, Liberty Hall (no publisher indicated) 
Leola e 


2Ibid., 
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644 Washington St. 


1900 - Since Brigham's time, the building has had an infamous history of 
famous bars: 


1920's—'40's — nationally renowned Silver Dollar Bar’ 

1950's-60's — The Palace — one of the most noted and popular 
bars: of college crowd and others. Famous "Twist" 
joint. 

Since the Palace, place has slid downhill in a succession of 

lesser account bars: Pink Kitten, Downtown Lounge, 2 O'Clock 

Lounge. 


Principal Sources of Information: 


W. I. Tyler Brigham, History of the Brigham Family (New York, Grafton 
Press, 1307), pp. 402-403. 


Frederick F. Hassam, Liberty Tree, Liberty Hall (no publisher indicated), 
1891. 


Samuel Drake, Old Landmarks of Boston (Boston, Little Brown, 1900). 


Mr. Louis Cohen, c/o Bradford Hotel, Boston. 
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TH-CBD 480 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


ADDRESS 646 Washington cor. 


NAME Pray Building 
present original 


MAP No. 24N /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE _4891 Building permit 3/11/1891 


source 
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ARCHITECT W in S Ow & W eth ere] 1 " - 


source 


BUILDER Woodbury & Leighton Damrell, p. 92 


source 
John H. Pray Wm. J. Fitzgerald Trus. 
OWNER & Sons / 646 Washington St, 
Original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 9 3/4,°/3 -79 





Ward 3, Parcel #4963 
TYPE (rasidential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 





NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) é plus 
ROOF f cupola dormers 





(Other Gtone brownstone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


- brownstone : : 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION Narrow yellow brick,Renaissance Revival bldg. 2 bays wide 


with "modern" storefront, levels 2 & 3 of rusticated brownstone blocks 
(some vermiculated) followed by horizontal Greek wave band and 3 upper 
floors of yellow brick with yellow terra cotta window architraves. 4-bay 
arcade on level 6, capped by leafy modillion cornice. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor dioderate — drastic) Originall -bay facade, now 
2-bays wide (other 3 remodelled) 
CONDITION Good) fair poor LOT AREA 2714 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS South 2/3rds of pbuilding remodelled into 


Pilgrim Theatre. Building originally extended through to’ Harrison Ave. 
SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) When it was 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
orice 
{Set TSw) 


erected in 1891, the Pray Building by the 
(Map) | distinzuished firm of Winslow and Wetherell 

: ; 
4 1 r 


(N) June, 1979 into the Pilgrim Theatre facade and the 


Moved; date if known 4 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Mh tary. humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
resulting 2-bay facade is oddly-proportioned and less important architectura 
The building does contribute to the Washington streetscape and has a notable 
history as the home of John H. Pray & Sons, sellers of carpets and upholster 

John H. Pray was founded in 1817 and by the 1890's transacted one of the 
most extensive trades in the world in all varieties of carpets, mattings, ru 
and upholsteries. On the upper floors of the building in the 1890's were 
executive offices of the General Society of Christian Endeavor, as well as 
offices of the Golden Rule, a family weekly, the ee Educational Company, 
and L. Prange & Co, the world-famous book publishers¥Y Louis Prang, a German — 
immigrant, is credited with developing the art of chromo-lithography in 
America and was a leading manufacturer of popular art prints, with a printin 
plant in Roxbury. 

In 1911 the south portion of the building was completely remodelled, 
nee and out, by Clarence H. Blackall and opened as the Olympia Theatre. 

see form for 658 Washington St.) 






P 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography ae references (such as local histories, Laan assessor's 


records, early maps, etc.) 


jhe eae ee Damrell, Half-Century of Boston Building, p.sw92, illus eee 
De 


2. Am. Arch. and Bld Am. Arch. and Bldg. News Am. Arch. and Bldg. News, V. Oren st Die OO Ls 5/2/1891 (photo 
3. A Few Office-Buildings in Boston, advertising naTOnToe ore 
Remington Typewriters, Boston 1896, (photo, no text \)eahi BRE 


4, King's How to See How “to Seé Bostori, 1895, p. 104. 
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saa TH-CBD 481 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area__ CBD 


ADDRESS 658 Washington COR. 
| Washington St. Olympia 
NAME Pilgrim Theatre/Gordon's Olympia Theatre 


present original 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA 
building-1891 (see 646 Washington) 


source opening 5/6/1912 
ARCHITECT theatre architect-Clarence Blackall 
, ‘ . source (permit) 
BUILDER. George A, Fuller we 
source rus. 


Wm.J. Fitzgerald 
OWWER_ Samuel Carr, Trus/ 658 Washington St. 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 9 2 My 279 
Ward 3, Parcel #4963 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 





Cnon-residential) theatre 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 6 plus 
ROOn@eet Las cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) brick stone concrete firon/steel/alun, 


| Commercial Style 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION Metal and stucco Teak eee for y 1911 theatre 


constructed within the walls of an 1891 building. The most dramatic 

Beaux Arts feature, an oculus window in the center of the topmost spandral 

surmounted by a heavy classical cornice, has since been removed. The 

2-story shell-like arched entrance (heavily altered at ground level) is 

ERTERVON aLbeRAtiON Tuinot qudaleeSs? GeatcSS CPoRovet St LOR So8 Gn SPAT EEPa Eton 
metal needs cleaning of first floor 


‘CONDITION good fair (poor) & repaintinkOT AREA 16,665 sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Long and narrow theatre extending into the 
center of the block. 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Pilsrim/ 


Olympia is of architectural interest as 








(Map) 3 one of 14 Boston theatres designed by 


leading theatre architect Clarence H. 





Blackall. 





(N+) June, 1979 


l 


Moved; date if known 


aereenees a ee ae 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architactural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts ve settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
‘Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The theatre, which seated 2500 and was reputed to cost $1,000,000, was 
built as a popularly priced (10-25¢) theatre offering continuous performances 
combining vaudeville and films.” Operated by the Gordon Amusement Company, 
the theatre was expected to bring in the latest vaudeville attractions from 
London, Paris, Berlin and the U.S. circuit as well as new "photo-plays" every 
Monday and Thursday. * Innovative features included the latest cameras for 
clear and steady projection of films, all individual seats (no benches) and 
an escalator, prompting the nickname "house with the moving stairs."1 : 

The theatre, of mezzanine-balcony type with 6 boxes per side, is long and 
narrow in its configuration because it was built within the walls of the 
existing Pray Building of 1891 (see also 646 Washington St.) The interior 
style, described in newspaper accounts as "Grecian" featured a red, gray and) 
gold color scheme and lobby frescos of Greek gods painted by Vesper L. A 
George, head of the department of design at the State Normal Art School.+ | 
The lobby has been remodelled and the theatre inappropriately repainted, 1 
leaving little to suggest its original luster. It was renamed the Pilgrim in’ 
Proprietor Nathan ordon built many of the earliest movie/vaudeville 
theatres in Boston including the, Scollay square Olympia, also by Blackall(sin 
pert. Arts Ctr) ;the Des os eat as first uptown theatre (now the Berkeley 
grit, arts Ctr};the Dorchester(1912) & Franklin Park, By 1916 Gordon operated 

eB ES Hod WealicdaraBe"(acchdadnti Sele PUAR A ESINERES EOROD'S Tirst™ 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) a ad 


F eee 


Current Status: The theatre is presently used for adult movies. 


*Significance(cont)"movie palace" built as such from the ground up. He begal 
the planning for the "Capital" Theatre to be built on Tremont St; the proje 
was later absorbed by Paramount and became the Metropolitan (now Music Hal 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) ft 
1. Boston Globe, May 5, 1912 p. 47 (desc. of opening and illus. of lob# 
2. American Architect and Building News, Vol 107, #2049, 3/31/1915 | 
(interior and exterior illus. and plans-both section and floor plan} 
3. Douglass 8. Tucci, "The Boston Rialto..." City Cons. League,1977. @ 
*(Tucci describes the Pilgrim as "the 1st de-luxer built for motion | 
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TH-CBD 482 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area - CRD 


660-672 
ADDRESS Washington St. COR. 2-10 Beach St. 
NAME 
present original 


MAP No. SUB AREA 
OrLes ar Unknown ( alteration 


DATE present facade: 1918 permit, Aug. 191% 
source 


ARCHITECT present facade: Henry Bailey Alden ' 


source 


BUILDER_ not listed on alteration permit 


source 


OWNER 
original present 


pHoTocRapas 9 3/6, 2 9/6 + 79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) commercial 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) L plus 
ROOF lie cupola dormers 





MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (brick) stone iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 7 X 7 bay "Tapestry Brick" pier and spandral commercial 
building with brickwork and geometrical detailing characteristic of the 
2nd decade of the 20th c. Verticality emphasized by projecting brick 
piers and recessed concrete or brick and concrete spandrals. Bldg. 
terminates in parapet with stylized concrete ornament anticipating Art 
Deco. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic _storefront alterations 


CONDITION (good) fair poor ____LOT AREA__10,.208 _sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Corner site emphasized by sli jection 
of corner bays at Wash. dB j i j ight 


aie tie corner, 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) Designed by 
the respected Boston architect Henry 

(Map) | Bailey Alden, this brick and concrete 
facade is a good example of its style in 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





. . 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


Street. According to the 1918 alteration permits, Alden was called 


upon to design a " new external wall above the first floor comice" 
line. Estimated cost of the work was $20,000; owner at time of 
alteration was John W. Flaven. 

Alden, who trained at MIT and spent much of his professional life 
with the firm of Parker, Thomas and Rice, also designed the Herald 
Traveler Building on Mason St. (see form) 


— ene eee eee ere - 70 he - Se ne ee en . . - ~ ve. ee 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


+ we met ae 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


TH-CBD 483 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


TE 680-684 
ADDRESS Washington St.cor. 5 Beach St. 


NAME 
a present original 
me MAP No. 24N /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
ef SS ANY SN a er 
a 
at DATE 1904 Building permit 5/26/1904 
oat source 
Bet ARCHITECT Arthur H. Vinal su : 
a source 
BUILDER " 
source 


OWNER Trustees of R.B. Brigham/ 
Original estate present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 2 2/5 +79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck 








ten apt. 

NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 5 plus 

ROOF cupola dormers 

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) (brick - Greystone comcrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 3X 5 bay grey brick Renaissance Revival commercial 
building with 2-story cast iron storefront separated from brick upper 
levels by a wide metal entablature and Greek belt band. Levels. 3 & 4 
are brick, in rusticated pattern, with 2-story brick piers and stacked 


metal window units with recessed metal spandrals. Small rectangular 
windows at level 5 followed by heavy projecting metal bracketed comice & 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor aoderate drastic arape 


storefronts modernize 


CONDITION Good) fair poor LOT AREA 3950 ___sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Corner building with 3 bays on Washington 


and 5 on Beach. 





SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) This building 


is a notable example of its style which 


(Map) | -in scale and materials, harmonizes with other 
an each st. 
lower Washington St. ,commercial buildings 


and is well-preserved exc 


(N+). June, 1979 level modernization. 


Moved; date if known ba J 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural ne Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry . Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 










Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Architect Arthur H. Vinal (1854-1924), well-known in Boston, served 


as City Architect in the 1880's, a period in which he designed the 
Chestnut Hill High Service Station (1887), the Horace Mann School (188 
Boston City Hospital Nurses Cormitory (1884) and the Boston Fire and 
Police Station on Boylston St (1884). Vinal also was architect of many 
Bay State Road houses and of the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital.! : 

The land on which the new building was built was part of the real 
estate holdings assembled by Robert Bent Brigham (see form for 638 
Washington St.) 


a emer ee OF _ . ee - . _ i oe 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


ebro roh) tectuiralar. ie 


TH-CBD 484 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area BCD 


686-692 
ADDRESS Washington St. COR. 


NAME Lobe pheatre 


present Origina 


li 





Hh 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
—ammenonspaAper CC OUlLSs O.Lusamnne 


DATE 1903 the opening 9/14/1903 1 
| Source (no perm 


ae > 
Tam 3 
ae 
* 
aa 


ARCHITECT Retire «mv tia newspapers : 











source 
BUILDER 
rusia OfeeR a5 = Nema 
OWNER Brigham Estate/ 
original present 


pHoTocRAPHS 2 ~°/1:—«*79 











TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
theatre : 
One inaLl yen 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) resently- equiv. plus 
0 
ROOF Tele cupola dormers 


MATERTALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) @rick tar stone concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Original 3-bay Beaux Arts facade now visible only in 
ormate terra cotta 3rd floor, where ten diamond-paned windows are separa- 
ted by Roman ionic pilasters supporting a modillion cornice alternating 
with cartouches connected by garlands. Remainder of building consists of 
modernized entrance, large sign covering entire 2nd floor, and 2 stories 
of blank brick above the terra cotta cornice. 7 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate ae 1) addition of upper 2 stories 
requiring removal of orig. cresting and torchiers Signs & changes 


CONDITION good poor LOT AREA =12,420 sq. feet at level 1,: 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Building extends through to Knapp St, where 


its Romanesque rear red brick elevation contributes to Knapp streetscape 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Center/Globe 
is notable for its generally intact baroque 


a aN 
' Arthur Vinal, designer of many fine municipal 
(Map) era ae een ra rea eee eG Sent ptveet 


ins the. Los0's. The Beaux Arts facade has been 


architectural significance. 
Louis XV interior was described as "quietly 
artistic"~ in prevailing colors of white with 


(N+) June, 1979 ~, rose and green accents but no gold (" beauty 


Moved; date if lmown 


- le 
Themes (check as many as applicable) p 
Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts X settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Communi ty/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
withoyt Fa ace The theatre featured lobby murals by Louis Amarosi of 


Rome,“ (since painted over or obscured by signs),marble staircases, mosaic lob 
floors, bronze chandeliers and a painted drop curtain. The plan was balcony- 
mezzanine type with boxes; the space is basically intact and restorable. 
Original managers Weber & Fields also ran 2 New York theatres, and their st 
burlesque company was one of the opening season attractions.! After 4 months 
Weber & Fields dissolved their partnership and Stair & Wilbur took over the le 
turning the Globe into a ist class theatre while the Majestic (Saxon), their 
other Boston house, was relegated to the status of a "dollar house" because of 
the inadequacy of its small stage. In 1909 the Globe was acquired by the Shube 
and several years later by Marcus Lowe, who used it for combination vaudeville 
and films. After some years as a movies-only and plays-only theatre, the Globe 
complete redecoration in 1928 when it became part of the Netco chain of movie 
theatres. The theatre seems to have been closed during the Depression (there | 
are no newspaper ads for programs), reopening about 1939 as a burlesque hou 
still combining vaudeville, comedy & films, and closing again in 1946. There 
seems to be no conclusive proof of the legend that many famous vaudevillians 
(Al Jolson, Fannie Brice, etc) played the Globe. 
Architect Arthur Vinal (1854-1923) .also-designed the-Chestnut Hill Pumping 


Station, Police & File Stations in_the Back Bay, Peter Bent_Brigham Hospital, 
BCH Nurses Dormitory, Horace Mann School, & many Bay State Road homes. .. 
~~" “Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity (cont.*). 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, Context ja” bat) 


+ ee ee ete 





Present Status: The theatre is owned by Chinese interest and shows Chinese 
movies. 
Note on Facade: The upper balcony is located directly behind the 2 walls of 
blank brick on the exterior. Facade could not be restored to orig. state witho 
removing most of present upper balcony. 
Significance (cont.) The Globe was the 3rd Wash. St. theatre to bear that name 
a1 TROUER SASgraphy and/or tekarences (Suey a8 locad PtSeLeS , Gag, WERABKZF52 SvOCerY 
records, early,maps, etc. . a 
. Boston Globe, 9/14/4903 (desc. of opening with illus) 
. Boston Herald, 9/14/1903 i 
. Douglass S. Tucci, "The Boston Rialto..." City Cons. League, p. 8 
. Brickbuilder, vol 12, #9, Sept. 1903 plates 65 & 72 (floor plans & elevatio 
- Donald C. King, "A Historical Survey of the Theatres of Boston, ” Marquee, 
Journal of the Theatre Historical Society, 3rd quarter, 1974 p. 10 i 
(includes photo of marquee & ground level in 1941) 3 
6. Boston Public Library Scrapbook (contains 1946 article on closing of 
burlesque theatre which implies but does not state conclusively, that 
famous stars played the Globe) 
7. Harvard University Theatre collection (Globe file) 












686-962 
Washington St. 







_- ~ The passing ofmhnother: ‘era was: disclosed yesters ge 
» with the agnouncement that ftis'‘Globe Theater, Washing i 
| st.’s eaecald buries@ue- hous & ' will cease operation as SUS 

{next Saturday and beconte a moxie fon cai ataw tours 


house. | 3 a Joe Yile, 
ilate Alexander Carrand oe 
- Behind theSBisctosure ade by ' father of Mickey Rooney of the 
' City Censor Samuel Netson to ‘movies. 
Mayor Curley;*was the announce- "“The passing of burlesque will 
_ ment by Al Somerby, treasurer. of eens a. tremendous loss to the 
| the ‘Sterling Theater Grit stage,” said Sophie Tucker 


' Corp, that hesfelt the “Ségronage [| ecient ihe 
' for clean bugiesque is von the oe pete in burlesquay 
chews’ . fing. they just threw Jigrei- 2% 
START FOR MANY STARS ee and you had to sped aye a 
The: passing of the Globe Thea- : 


“You wotrt get 4 
_ tr will bring nostalgic memories. He sceine performers te go up 
} 


| ' ‘\nousands of persons, not @& eae a “ = 
| + of them luminaries; af {he ome cae 
bie lime” stage and screetr who- 
ated from the ranks of burs 
| Iesque - 
Sorting right here at homer 
+a Sophie Tucker, “Last: of 
+he ted Hot Mamas,” currently. 
effing at the Mayfair, and 
not o€ Boston. ~ 
ys Then there were Al Jolson, E& 
Ace Cantor and Fannie Brice, Ae 
aOvhose names have been im 
ats toc many years. 


| 
pbbatt and Costellé, right oa 














ng them dead on rae sil 
; the late Rags- Ra 
Rose Lee, Bobby ae att | 
his "fle partner, McCullough. Ones 
‘ feat ago pore rei pele 
Mg venile at the 
= md a half years ago, Piel 










eae; at the same theaters 


Research Note 


This 1946 newspaper article from a scrapbook 
in the BPL Fine Arts Department appears to be 
the source of the -idea that Sophie Tucker, 

Al Jolson, Eddie Cantor, Fannie Brice etc, all 
played at the Globe Theatre. 


If read carefully, the article can also be 
interpreted to mean that these stars all got 
their start in burlesque, not that they all 
performed at the Globe. 


There is no other evidence (playbills, news- 
paper advertisements, etc) to indicate that 
these artists ever appeared at the Globe, 
which was a burlesque house for only a few 
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TH-CBD 485 CBD 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 


694-702 
AppRESS WaShington St. cor. 2-12 Kneeland 
C 


| Ca Othing 
5 NAME Pussy Cat Cinema/Stuart/Unique Theatre 
} ; present original 
; MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
Building 1888 Illustrated Boston* 
DATE theatre 1907 City Director‘ 
source (no permit) 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 3 °/5 +79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
clothing store 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 6 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) Qrick) trim concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Simplified version of the High Victorian Gothic. Principal 
facade on Washington is divided by metal pilasters into wide 1st and 2nd 
floor storefronts, while brick upper floors are 10 bays and feature 
polychrome banding in sandstone and black brick. Wrought iron balcony 
between level 3 & 4, metal cornice between 5 & 6. Beach St. facade is 

19 bays and slightly simpler in treatment. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor c@oderat@) drastic_altered storefront and removal 
of original pediment & wall 
CONDITION Good— faim poor LOT AREA 94430. Sq. feet = cables 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Comer building anchoring Washington Kneeland 
end of Combat Zone. Kneeland elevation follows curve of 3 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) This substantial 
late 19th century commercial building, 


| : originally a large clothing store, contri- 
ge OED butes to the streetscape and is historically 
(Map) 2 oh @: _-, notable as the location of what is perhaps 


-. | Boston's last surviving nickelodeon. 


/ The first tenant, the Comm 


/ Clothing House, opened in their "prominent 


new building" in December, 1888. The store, 
(N+) Jume, 1979 


‘ 


in Worcester, Providence, Hartford, Brid 
and a factory at 3 Winthrop Square (now 
shows a roof pediment and several wall gables which have since been removed. 
In 1907 the Washington storefront was converted into the Unique, one 

Little is known about these early movie 
theatres except that they were typically long, narrow rooms converted from 
existing shops, with closely packed Seats or benches and a place for the pi 
They usually showed one-reel movies lasting about 12 minutes each, and the 
customary half-hour program was popularly priced at 5¢. Of the other 
downtown nickelodeons, the Comique and Star (later the Rialto) in Scolley 


of several downtown nickelodeons. 


Moved; date if known 


a = ee 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community/ 
development 


TFL 





Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 
Industry 
Military 
PoLelcae 


6 are ree were ee a ane > See - oe ees w+ ee 


Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 
invention 
Social/ 
humanitarian 
Transportation 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

which was described as "magnificent and mammouth" and "the finest clothing 
store in Massachusetts," 

firm of Whitten, Burdett & Young, a clothing manufacturer with a national 

reputation for Fine men's and boy's clothing? The company had retail stores 
ort (Conn) and Minneapolis, (Minn.) 

ne Winthrop Sq.) An early drawing 


was the Boston retail outlet for the Boston-based 





Square have since been demolished and the Unique may be the last of the type 
However, the space has been completely modernized and the unadormed iron 
‘supporting columns are thepnly early feature. 


Stuart and is. now _the Pussy Cat Cinema. 


enwmtee wt ees n= 


*the company stayed at 694-702 Washington St. 


- Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


- eee 


— 


The Unique later became the 


ee eee 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) | 


only through the 1890's 


t. Illustrated Boston, the Metropolis of New En land (American 
~ Publishing and Engraving Co, New York) 1889, p. 107 (copy at SPNEA) 


2. Dennis Sharp, The Picture Palace, N.Y. 1969, ah 30 
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bers of Men’s and Boys’ Clothing, Nos. 3 Winthorp 

Square and 56 Otis Street.—Boston’s supremacy in the 
wholesale clothing trade is assured by the possession 

of such an eminent and enterprising house as that of Messrs. 
Whitten, Burdett & Young, whose sound judgment, marked execu- 
tive capacity and perfected facilities have secured for the fine 
clothing of their nianufacture the national reputation of being 
fully the equal of custom made in every respect. The immense 
industry centred in the magnificent modern structure, corner 
Winthorp Square and Otis Street, was established upwards of fifty 
years ago by Messrs John Gove & Co.; in 1853 Mr. Chas V. Whitten 
entered the house, organizing the firm of Whitten. Hopkins & Co., 
and who thus continued up to 1862, when he and Mr. Horatio S. 
Burdett formed 2 copartuership under the name and style of 
Whitten, Burdett & Co. In 1862, Mr. Amos S. Young came into the 
firnt under the now long familiar title of Messrs. Whitten, Burdett 
& Young. As the business enlarged and departments increased in 
2 es te en 


W HITTEN, BURDETT & YOUNG, Manufacturers and Job- 
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FACTORY AND 
WHOLESALE STORE, 
NO. 3 WINTHROP SQUARE. 


magnitude two other partners were admitted, viz: Mr. Jules M. 
Burns in 1881, and Mr. James Rankin in 1886. As thus constituted 
this house has no equal for every qualification insuring efficiency 
and success and their concern is the recognized, largest and the 
model establishinent of the kind in Boston, and one from which 
the leaders of the New York clothing trade can secure valued sug- 
gestions. From the start Messrs. Whitten, Burdett and their col- 
leagues were animated with the laudable ambition to excel—to lift 
the wholesale manufacture of fine clothing from the rut into 
which it had fallen, and their efforts were from the start crowned 
with a legitimate and lasting success, their enlightened policy prac- 
tically revolutionizing the trade and securing for their goods the 
eager deinand of the most celebrated retail clothiers and jobbers 
of Boston and the country atlarge. The firm make the finest cloth- 
ing put on the market—in every respect the equal of custom work. 
The firm occupy five immense floors, splendidly lighted, and most 
handsomely and conveniently fitted up, all the modern improve- 
ments being at comimand, The premises are 80x140 feet in dimen- 
sions, which figures give a faint idea of the immense area of floor 
Space here utilized. A thorough system of organization is 
enforced and 3 salesmen, cutters, clerks, examiners, porters, etc. 
are here busily engaged in the work of preparing the cloths and 
woolens for the cutters, (who include the best talent) and the 
Teception of the made up clothing and suitable disposition, pack- 
ing, shipping, ete. Messrs. Whitten, Burdett & Young exercise 
Sound judgment and the greatest enterprise in the selection of 
their woolens and suitings, briaging ample resources to bear and 
being the tirst to secure all the newest shades, patterns and tex- 
tures in American and foreign fabrics; their styles are ever the 
Jeaders, correct, fashionable and elegant. Their cutters,as before 
Temurked, are all trained experts from fine custom shops; all 
foods are critically examined and the slightest imperfection or 
blemish condemns the piece of material. All goods are duly sponged 


From: 


694-702 Washington 


107 


and made up in the most thorough manner by experienced work- 
men, of whom the firmemploy no less than 2,700, thus bringing 
their industrial army up tothe round number of 3,000—the equal 
of three big regiments—ail busy in producing the clothing that is 
first sought for by shrewd and careful buyers in Boston and all 
over New England and the west. The business has attained pro- 
portions of enormous magnitude growing up on the sound basis of 
the best clothing of every grade, at the lowest prices comuimenusur- 
ate with honest workmanship. The firm’s policy is synonymous 
with integrity, and the popular demand for its clothing became so 
urgent that to meet it the concern opened large retail stores in 
such great cities as Worcester, Mass.; Providence, R. I.; Hart- 
ford, New Haven and Bridgeport, Conn., and in Minneapolis, 
Minn. Each one has been a pronounced success and as a further 
instance of their enterprise, we may state what is already so 
fainiliar to the Boston public, the opening in December, 1888, of 
their magnificent and mammouth clothing store in the prominent 
new building, corner of Washington and Kneeland Streets. Itis 


P= 
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RETAIL STORE, 
COMMONWEALTH CLOTHING HOUSE, - 
COR. WASHINGTON AND KNEELAND STREETS. 


admittedly the finest clothing store in Massachusetts, and is 80x 
165 feet in size and is fitted up as only the accurate taste, ripe 
experience and ample resources of this eminent house could dic- 
tate. There are displayed in profusion, every possible form and 
style of garment worn by man or boy in season, all of the firm’s 
perfection of manufacture, and quoted at prices, which quality 
considered. cannot possibly be duplicated elsewhere. The sales 
have far more than met the most saguine anticipations of the firnt 
and their store bas at once taken rank as the leading representative 
in Boston. Mr. Charles V. Whitten was born in Maine. Early in 
life he came to Boston and has ever been prominently identified 
with the wholesale vlothing trade. The remarkable progress man- 
ifest is very largely due to his skill and enterprise. He saw the 
need of progress and so did Messrs. Burdett and Young, and these 
three gentlemen are veritable public benefactors in their line. 
Mr. Burdett was born in Massachusetts, and Mr. Young in New 
Hampshire, thus they represent the three principal New England 
States. Mr. Whitten isa publle spirited citizen and has been aud 
is active in public life, has as chairman of the: Boston Board of 
Aldermen, most ably and creditably presided over the delibera- 
tions of that body and doing much to secure to the city an efficient 
and economical administration. He{sa director of the Mechanics” 
National Bank, while Mr. Burdett is a director of the Lincoln and 
Exchange Nationai Banks, both gentlemen being vigorous expon- 
ents of the soundest principles governing bankiag and finance. 
Mr. Burns is a native of New Hampshire, and Mr. Rankin of Maine: 
both are valued factors in guiding the immense business of this 
famous old house, whose wise guidance [Is so noteworthy, whose 
facilities are unequalled, connections the most influential and 
which has brought such a lasting source of credit and value to 
Boston and anenduring monument to the Industry and enterprise 
of the copartners. 


Illustrated Boston: The Metropolis of New En land, 1889 
(SPNEA copy) 
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TH-CBD 486 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR Area oS ~ 
ADDRESSWashington St. COR. 8-10 West St. 
MAME /Bigelow-Kennard Building 








present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE 1912 Building dept. documents 
no source (no permit) 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 


OWNER Carter Estate/ 
original present 





“pHoTocrapHs 1 4/5 -79 + File 











TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
commercial 


NO. -OQF STORIES (lst to cornice 8 ik 
red is mansara P OP pe 


copper oxeye dormers 


ROOF With copper coping cupola 7 dormers (3 on Aneel & 
12 on West 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick Gtone> limestone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Early skyscraper in the Beaux Arts tradition, with 3 

bays on Washington and 20 along West. Two-story modernized storefront 

with heavily-articulated masonry wall surface above, divided horizontally 

by stringcourses or cornices above the 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 7th, & 8th floors 

and by iron balconies. Red slate convex mansard with green copper oxeye 

dormers. 

EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic 2-story storefront altered and/or 
eniimiinrs ae. tc. ae Linea O OC ULL maaan 


CONDITION 60d) fair poor ___LOT AREA __7286 ‘sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Corner site. Part of "Washington St. Theatre 
District" and adjacent to proposed "West St." district. Across from 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Bigelow- 
Kennard Building is significant as one of 
(Map) : the area's finest Beaux Arts skyscrapers, 
of great visual importance to both the 
’ Washington and West streetscapes, and as 
(NRD/C) June, 1979 





Moved; date if known. - - 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural xX Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social / 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation : 
development : 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


the location for 30 years of Bigelow, Kennard & Co, well-known Boston 
jewelry and specialty store. 

Bigelow, Kennard & Co. was established in 1830 by John Bigelow and 
was located at the corner of Washington and West beginning in 1867, fir 
in a 4-story granite mansard and after 1912 in the present structure. 
In 19th century guidebooks the company was,called "one of the oldest 
and most highly esteemed firms in Boston" 1 with a "fine art room," 
"European novelties" and all manner of articles of utility and omament 
Over the years the company offered jewelry, silver, watches, precious 
stones, bronzes, and custom-made lighting fixtures for residences and 
public buildings. The firm moved to 384 Boylston St. in the Back Bay i 
1942 and is no longer in business. In the later 1940's the Wash. St. ~ 
building housed the Summerfield Furmiture Company. fy 

The 1912 date of the building is derived from a letter in the 7 
Building Dept. records stating that "premises 511 Wash. St, being a new 
building completed about Feb, 1912..." 











8 we emt oe eS ‘ -_ oe a ee ee ~~ ree 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 

Part of Washington Street Theatre District, listed on the National 
Register, 1979. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, ee assessor's 
erm early maps, etc.) 


King's How to See Boston (1895), p. 108-110 (Gipean illus of old bldg 


i Strangers Illustrated rs Illustrated Guide to Boston and its Suburbs, Boston 1881, 
De 91 
. Boston Architectural Club Yearbook, 1916, p. 180 (adv. and drawing) © 


3; 
4, George. D. Hall Co, Official Program of the City of Boston 
Tercentenary, 1830-1930 (1930) (adv. and drawing) 





the two great railroad 
alive every business day in 


purchase or a pearl necklace, you will 


probably more. 


“JOHN BIGELOW 


in eh mb ctne sds, 






DIAMONDS 
PEARLS GOLD JEWELRY WATCHES 
"CLOCKS STERLING SILVER 
LEATHER STATIONERY PLATE 
CHINA GLASS ECCLESIASTICAL 
LIGHTING FIXTURES 
SHOPS FOR ALL REPAIRS 


John Bigelow, founder. 





genealogical thread has never broken. 





Se 


DOWN TOWN 


ii BYES town in the richest and most closely centered shopping district in the world, between 

stauons with subways and motor arterivs going by, 
the year. 
of creation—the finest things in the silver and jewelry realm. 


pay for equal qualities Bigelow, Kennard & Co.'s prices—— 
1 We offer you an honored name, and the best 
1S an object, comparisons are well worth while. 


ISTORICALLY. Bigelow Kennard Waeow 
John. Alanson, and A. O. Bigclow of the first generation, 
Alanson of the second. and today Alanson of 


successful and solvent as for the last hun 


BIGELOW, KENNARD 2 @2 


AMES SILWASHINGTON: SE Bescon 


511-513 Washington SE rar 






our store is 
every scene 
Buy where you will the simplest 






Our stock is brilliane with Wares from 









of business service. Where price 



















Inc.. is the lengthening shadow of one man, 


The 


and begins irs second century 






the third generation—1830 to 1930. 
The family carries on, 
dred years. 
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From: Geo. D. Hall Co, Boston, "Official Program of 
the City of Boston Tercentenary Celebration" Boston, 
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TH-CBD 487 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Pe wAreAmeG HL) 


NR Area - 
545-524 a A #+HEL 
ADDRESSWashington Sit 0): Are ee oy 


NAME The White Building (same) 


present original 


ARCHITECT Blackall, Clapp & Whittemore ". 
| Pewee es Ory SOULCES LD iinet oan a 


BUILDER Henry Cummings & Co. (Arch. Club 


source earpdoo 
OWNERGeo. R. White/ 
Original present 
puoTocrapHs 14/4. */6 .79 4F4le 








TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) ; 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) i aaa ___ plus 


ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone oncret anen/ steel/alum. 








BRIEF DESCRIPTION Modern Gothic office building with 2-story storefront 
occupying entire parcel and upper 5 floors in U-shape. Storefront altered 
except for cast metal Tudor-arched entrance and original wooden door at 
#115 (inscription "White Building" above); 3 arched bays at level 2; 
Above, elevations are formed by masonry piers flanking stacks of paired 
windows separated by pressed metal spandrals; topmost spandral is cast 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor Gaoderat® drastic concrete & features Gothic 
(1st floor storefronts modernized ! motifs. 
CONDITION good (faid poor LOT AREA 6262 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Pp sie chitecturally notable ensemble now 
on National Register ("Washington Street Theatre District") across from 





SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) 
The White Building is a notable, largely 


(Map) | intact example of the Modern Gothic style 
which contributes to the Washington Street 


Theatre District (National Register). 
(NRD/C) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known } : 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural ne Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


The building is similar to the contemporary Little Building, also 
by Blackall, in its Gothic detailing and use of a pavillion arrangement 
to admit interior light to offices. Clarence H. Blackall (1857-1942), 
senior partner in the prolific firm of Blackall, Clapp and Whittemore, 
designed numerous buildings in the theatre area including the Little 
and Demmon Buildings, Hotel Avery and 6 theatres (the Colonial, Metro 
politan/Music Hall, Pilgrim/Olympia, Modern, Publix/Gayety and Wilbur) § 
Blackall is credited with designing Boston's first steel frame skyscrap 
the Carter (now Winthrop) Building of 1894. 

The original owner, George Robert White, was an entrepeneur who 
owned much real estate in the theatre area and whose bequest of $9 milli 
to the City of Boston is still used for beautification. 










pt Rey eee aL, Pa tne See vbsee he ae we — mene ee - : os we onae 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


National Register: Contributes to the Washington Street Theatre District 
(listed on National Register, 1979) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, sa assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. 


1. Architectural Club Yearbook, 1917 (adv. with illustration and captio 


TH-CBD 488 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR Area_f, #Th-5 


COR. Harlaem Pl (alley) 
NAME Modern Theatre/ Dobson Building 


23-52 
appress 722! 


opts present original 
= =f MAP No. SUB AREA 
z | 1 uillding permit 3 7 
Sel | DATE 191 theatre permit 10/23/191 
aaie Ct Source opening FT 
rT 1876- Levi Newcomb & Son (permit) 
a ARCHITECT __1913- Clarence H. Blackall (permit) 
aa ae source 


a 
x 


\ ~ 
1 
‘ 
‘ 
ne] 
. 
© 
2gtnyere ; 
' ths 
LL be 


1876- Nathaniel Adams (permit) 
BUILDER je : 
source 
1876-Addison Child Modern Theatre Inc 
OWNER i ; 


Shc 
original Present Boston, 


PHOTOGRAPHS 1 3/1,+/3 +79 +file 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
1876- furniture warerooms & 2 stores 


moving picture snow 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 5 





plus i *(see note) 
ROOF_mansard, hidden by — cupola dormers 1 shed dormer hidden 
wall gable by wall gable 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick Stoney sandstone concrete iron/steel/alun. (st 2) Pile} 
from Amherst Ghio) & Vermont Marbl® a 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 19th c. 


polychrome High Victorian Gothic commercial bldg. 
with marble classical entrance dating from 1913 remodelling. Wide 2-story 


semi-circular arched theatre entrance flanked by fluted Corinthian pilaste 
supporting architrave, frieze (inscribed "Modem Theatre")& modillion cor- 
nice. Above, Ruskinian sandstone facade is 3 bays wide with central bay 
set off by aired colonettes ae to prominent gable. 

EXTERIOR TERATIO be : 


N minor astic_ first two floors remodelled in 
Tenovas ton iia hins tet. remodelled again. 
CONDITION Good fair poor_in progresdOT AREA sq. feet 


Irregularly shaped corner building with 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS eat 


bays along the west (alley) elevation. 
20 ' 5 5 " 


from proposed Lafayette Place Bnsiegite (cont'd on reverse) The Modern/Dobson 


Building is significant as one or the rirst 
Boston theatres built without a stage, exclu- 
Sively for films, and as the earliest extant 
(Map) — ~ and only known collaboration between Wallace 
Sabine, pioneer of modern architectural 
acoustics, and Clarence Blackall, one of the 
leading Am. theatre architects of his day. 


The buildings is also SLAs ee 
and unique hybrid High Victorian Gothic 


(NRD/C) June, 1979 Classical facade. 





Part of archit ecturally notable | 








Moved; date if known b 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts X settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The reve building, which originally housed 2 cast-iron-fronted stores and | 
floors of furniture warerooms, was designed by Levi Newcomb (1822-1898), Bosta 
architect of dorms at Tufts, Harvard & Dartmouth, the old Boston-Lowell railro 
station & 50-60 buildings burned in the 1872 Great Fire.-Beginning in 1878, th 
entire building was occupied by the carpet warehouse of John & James Dobson, aj 
Penn.-based company advertised as "the largest carpet manufacturers in the wo 

In the early 20th c, the bldg. was purchased by Geo. R. White, entrepeneur 
whose $9m. bequest to the city of Boston is still used for beautification. Whi 
hired Blackall to convert the ist 3 floors and basement into a theatre for "hi 
class photo plays" with optimal projection arrangements and viewer comfort. 

The Modern was among a group,of early movie theatres attempting to meet the 
requirements of the new medium.~ Acoustics were carefully supervised by Wallac) 
Sabine, Harvard professor who, at Symphony Hall (1901) had 1st developed the = 
basic formula for predicting acdédustical quality. 

The intimate single-balcony theatre seated 800 and was decorated in the "Fr 
Renaissance" style, with It. marble vestibule walls, parquet floors and a fine 
Estey organ- Newspapers called it "the most elaborate and costly theatre of it) 
size in New England."“Massive steel beams were installed to carry the upper 3 
Ploors ot tne, Dude ss ea cclaniadel ¢ Hickicpemmemmesactie Gekoet bP paR so 

In the late 1920's the "Jazz Singer") first talking film, premiered in Bosto 

' - ast : +. 1 a 
at the Modermiesth CHS dabei d? (aeddagebhiseyr eae YoAteipmiveudeydditg and buries) 


for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


ee 


Nominated to the National Register as part of the "Washington Street 
Theatre District" 1978-79. : 


Recent History and Current Status: In the 1940's’ the Modern became 
the Mayflower, used for movies and later pornographic films. In 1976 
it was purchased by Modern Theatre Inc. for conversion to a performing 
arts center. The non-profit, tax-exempt group is restoring the theatre 
at an estimated cost of $1.5 m. Much original detail remains and is be 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deedg, assessor's Sensitive 
records, early gaps, ets.) _ ) restored. 
1. Boston Herald, 6/25/1914 (desc. of opening) 
2AM. Arch.) anduslde. Newsy ol wel Oi/s HO0l9. 3/31/1915 (illus & plan) 
3. King's Handbook of Boston, 1885, p. 376 (illus. of orig. elevation) 
4. "The Modern Theatre Inc" (information on current renovation) > 
5. Student paper on the Modern Theatre, done for Prof. Sekler's class; 
on file at Harvard University,Carpenter Center. & 
6. Withey, Biographical Dictionary of Am. Architects, p. 438 onl 
iy Harvard University Theatre Collection, (Modern file recent clippin 


Strangers Illus. Guide to Boston (Boston, 1881) at SPNEA,illus.p.94 





523-527 Washington 















EN ae foe ee ae a ] 








/ 





| 











TLOOR Plan THE WODTRN THIATRE- 





Pies 


THE MODERN THEATRE, WASHINGTON ST., BOSTON, MASS. 
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TH- CBD 489 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area C5BD 


531-535 RB Area_A #4 
ADDRESS Washington St. cor. Harlaem Place 


NAME New Adams House Restaurant/ Weed Sewing 
present original achine Co. 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
Cro} perma. 6 aaa 
DATE b 866 Deeds & City Directories 
source (see significance 
section) 
ARCHITECT 
source 


BUILDER 
Deming J. Hastins@tce 
Sally Ann Dwight 


original present 


OWNER 


PHOTOGRAPHS 1+/2+79 + file 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) commercial 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 4 plus (originally had 1 
mansard Mansard story 

ROOF flat ( removed ) cupola - dormers (originally had 

dormers) 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 

(Other)(brick) Gel Dyyaesatiine Sots iron/steel/alum. 

rim 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION Mansard commercial building now heavily altered at 
level 1 & 2 and missing original mansard roof. Level 3 features 6-bay 
arcade of semi-circular arches; level 4 has 7-bay arcade of segmental- 
headed arches; all arches outlined by projecting brick lintel courses; 
pink granite trim including belt band between 3rd & 4th floor, sills and 
justified quoins; dentil comice. 


TOR ALTERATION minor ioderate — drastic 1st 2 floors totally remodelled; 
: Mansard removed. 
CONDITION (good) fair poor LOT AREA sq. 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Irregularly shaped building at corner of 
alleyway, part of architecturally notable ensemble now on National 


Register as "Washington Street Theatre District, across from planned 
Latayette Place development. 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) This mid-19th 


feet 


century commercial structure contributes 
(Map ) to. the "Washington Street Theatre" National 

R ek seed i} med ¢] 

1 £3 . : ae hi j 


—l—aWJ___,, 


(NRD/C) June, 1979 





Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Xx Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
mens clotnine Store. 


The building was probably erected in 1866 for the Weed Sewing Machine Co, 
which occupied the space from 1867-1875. Further evidence of a mid-1860's dat 
can be gleaned from deeds, which show that Deming J. Hastings and Sally Ann 
Dwight ates of John Dwight) purchased the land and a building thereon in Oct 
1864. The following June,Hastings and Dwight made an agreement with the 
neighboring Boston Theatre based on two surveyors maps prepared by architect 
Benjamin Franklin Dwight (perhaps a relation) showing present and proposed 
boundry lines between the two properties. The plan and agreement make it cleay 
that Hastings and Dwight intended to construct.a new southern brick partition) 
wall 4' to the south of their existing wall, and it is possible to speculate 
that the property agreement was a prelude to erection of an entirely new 
structure possibly desigmed by B.F. Dwight, although this cannot be proven. +7} 

Photographs of the building in the early years show a cast iron storefrort:- 
brick second story with window arcades similar to those of levels 3 and 4, 
and a mansard roof with shed dormer. 

By the 1880's this part of Washington was becoming a desirable location fo 
retail clothing stores, and the George A. Plummer Co. moved into the building} 


of the reece brick ond floor had beer cenaee by eoce metal show, windot 
' e replac 
Preservation te pe the. PIP SF re- iGse bosses pILE ES cd plesty ams~siOUse 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, ‘utilities, context) 


National Register: Listed on the National Register, as part of the 
"Washington St. Theatre District" 1972 





Bibliography and/or references (such as loct tb 
records, early maps, etc. 


1. Suffolk County Deeds, Ree 12 
Ata 12:5. 
3.. Photographs. in ere Sane 
file,SPNEA : 
4, Boston Illustrated, by Edw. = 
Stanwood, 1878 p. 69 (illus) Se 
hese t 


hi 





TH-CBD 490 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


539 NR Area_Q #7 
ADDRESS Washington St. cop. 





NAME Savoy Theatre/B.F. Keith Memorial 
naar presentes os tea origina ly sas) anaes 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
uillding p erm 


DATE AGES UIE opening 16/29/1928 


source 
ARCHITECT Thomas W. Lamb (permit) . 
: source 


aiamia?, aagh a vetranl ya cee 
source 


BebweKkeitheiheatre 
> = le OWNER : 
a Aca A ; : ts) = eat origina present oi “l3 ol 


. Ree ae ee eed | 
a $y ee HAE Mtn 41 


ee a cae ii = PHOTOGRAPHS 1 _4/1.79,file,+interiors (LOG alee) 


TYPE eeSER eI) siete GouDL se eerow, gi2=famo oe s-decka ten se ant. 


(non-residential) theatre 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) equivalent to 4 in plus 
height 
ROOF fist cupola dormers 


MATERTALS eames) meeeupeccs shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


; Bone concrete tiron/steel/alun. 
(Qt Nite terra co ——_—_—— / fal 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Flamboyant all terra cotta Beaux Arts theatre entrance of 
Spanish Baroque inspiration, narrow in width, featuring 2-story broad arc] 
entrance with cartouches at top and sides and three windows above,set. 

off by garlands and cartouches. Building surmounted by colossal struc- 
ture rising one story above the roofline and composed of arches, allegor- 
ical figures, urns, wreaths and a giant cartouche. | 

EXTERIOR ALTERATION iino® moderate drastic 








CONDITION GoM fair poor ___LOT AREA __ 32,707 ‘sq. feet 
j Large irregularly-shaped building with narrow 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS street facade. part of architecturally notable 


ensemble nominated to National Register ("Washington St. Theatre District’ 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Savoy/ B.F. 
Keith Memorial is very significant as a4 
building of high interior and exterior 
: “quality, as the only Boston theatre with both 
(Map ) original exterior and interior by Thomas 
Lamb, as the official "memorial" to showman 
ith, father of vaudeville, and as one 
of the last and grandest vaudeville houses 
r 
The sumptuous playhouse, intended to 
“surpass all standards in splendor, was built 
(NRD/C) June, 1979 in honor of Benjamin Franklin Keith (1846- 





Moved; date if kmown ~ 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation ; 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts X settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Communi ty/ j_WeOLLEL cad Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
introducing the term "Vaudeville" and concept of "continuous performances” 


turning his form of popularly-priced family variety into a nationwide enter- 
tainment phenomenon. Keith's vaudeville career began in Boston in the early 
when he opened a storefront museum of curiosities and tiny lecture hall at 5 
Wash. St. By 1894 he was building the 3000-seat B.F. Keith Theatre, called " 
mother house of vaudeville" with entrance at 547 Wash.St. Also in the '90's 
established "Keith's Circuit; and by his death some 400 theatres bore his 

The Keith Memorial was planned by Edward F. Albee, Keith's long-time mana 
and Joseph P. Kennedy, chairman of his successor firm. The French baroque 
interior reportedly seated 2900, cost $5-6 m. and was called "a dazzling are 
tectural dream in ivory and gold" with marble colums, walnut paneling and 
expensive oil paintings, and a single-balcony plan with one box per side. T 
luxurious (and well preserved) interior was an appropriate tribute to Keith,- 
whose success had been based in part on the grandeur of his early theatres.- . 
which were credited with luring respectable society into his variety houses 
influencing the design of later movie palaces. 

The Keith Memorial opened with combined vaudeville/films, went to straigh 
vaudeville in March 1929 and to straight films in Sept, 1929, after which Ke 
touring acts .used the. Keith-Boston.® In--+965-Sack Theatres renamed it the Sav 


N.Y,. architect Thomas Lamb (1871-1942) attained national prominence for h 
large theatres including the Orpheum & Keith-Boston and, in NYC, Madison Sq 
Preservatiou Louslueration (a4CUESSLDLLLLY, remuse possilplilties * Garden? the Capitd 
for public use and enjoyment. grotection “utilities context) _ er ae “4 
ats - —-“ Recommended Tor study ag possibile 
Preservation Recommendations; Boston City etone we interior and exterior) 
National Register ~— ' ( Bart of "Washington Street Theatre District") 
Present Status: The building was purchased from Sack Theatres by the Opera C 
of Boston in 1978 for $885,000 for use as an opera house. Plans call for exp 
ditures of about $3ntto extend the 35' stage to 75' by closing Mason St, to 
excavate the orchestra pit to accomodate up to 110 musicians, and forconserv 
* Significance (cont*) The Keith Memorial was built on the [foundations Ww 
of the landmark Boston Theatre of 1854, called the finest in the world, 


demolished doohe eaavay reParenbss Keddin aMemeriad stories , deeds, assessor's 
records, earl $s, etc. . 


a 
1. Boston Sunday Herald, 10/24/1926 | 
2. Elliot Norton, Broadway Down East, Boston 1978, p. 20 
- Dictionary of American Biography (entry on B.F. Keith) 
- Donald King, "A Historical Survey of the Theatres of Boston" in 
Marquee (THS Journal) 3rd quarter, 1974, p. 10218 D. 
- Douglass 8. Tucci, "The Boston Rialto..." City Cons. League, 1977 
- Harvard University Theatre Collection (Keith Memorial File) 
-» Boston Herald, 10/28/1928 (desc. of opening and illus 
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Extenor of the Boston Theater on Washington Street, opened in 1854. Seating 3000, it was one of the great playhouses 
of the country and served as our opera house until the Boston Opera House was burlt in 1909. It was razed in 1925 to 
make way for the B. F. Keith Memorial Theater, which later became the Sack Savoy. 





BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form 9 Sic ices CBD 
| Rarerp #Tn-d 
543-547 

ADDRESS Washington St. COR. 

Adams House Annex 

NAME Amusement Center/ Bijou Theatre 

present original Keith's Theatre 
entranc: 


MAP No. 2UN /12E SUB AREA Theatre 


DATE Facade- 1858-1860 Tilus. & photos : 
Lin oe esourcess (NOsDoLIN ale 
Facade: unknown 3 
ARCHITECT Bijou Theatre: Geo. Wetherell : 


| iy SN ee _ sotrce (no permit) 
\ # Pret. ih a ae % - 
|} a : J 
ani it |g BUILDER 
: inal 7 Gye a Chas @F meadams ee cau: 
hard Ol ira Mim re: GE (orig. Atlas owner)/ 
ae natase OWNER g a 


original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 14 9/6 +79 + file 





TYPE (rasidential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
non-resl botel anne 
xk 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) + plus 2 


ROOF mansard (red COPPED) winola dormers’ > tLat-rootedsedormen: 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick (tone) CCC Ccomecrete iron/steel/alun. 

Romanesque-inspired, 7 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION restrained mid-19th c. stone Mansard commercial building 
with slightly-projecting center section featuring single round-arched 
window divided by heavy tracery into 2 lights & an.oculus. Triple arcades 
in flanking sections set in slightly recessed area ornamented with dentils 
above 4th fl. windows. Sill courses between stories; heavy bracketed . 


cormmice. 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION sminor drastic storefront modemized 
CONDITION good poor js ep ALOT TAREA GENIN 575 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Part of architecturally notable ensemble now 
on National Register as "Washington Street Theatre District" across from 
planned Lafayette Place development. 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The importance 
of this mid-19th c. Mansard lies not only in 
its facade, a notable example of its style 
7 and one of the area's earliest surviving 

(Map ) -.. commercial buildings, but also in its rich 
theatrical history dating back to 1835, when 
the first theatre was constructed on the site. 
Subsequent theatres housed in the present bldg 
: are 7 , i 
inated by electricity, and the Bijou Dream, 
one of the city's first movie theatres. The 

| storefront at 547 Wash. also served as the 

| _(NRD/C) June, 1979..______. _“!_ onteance -to-Keith's Theatre, called "the—- 


Patra i a ees ie 


eee te ee ee oes ee 


Moved; date if known a ) cae 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts x settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

In LEH 36 the Lion Theatre was erected behind the Lion Tavern "on a novel 
plan, the sntention being to permanently combine equestrian with dramatic ente 
tainment."“ The theatre went through a succession of names, managers and fares 
including the Mechanics Institute, used for concerts in the late 1830's and t 
Melodeon, which, beg. in 1839, was used by the Handel & Haydn Society for orat 
concerts & later for theatre and concerts. Acoustics were good & Jenny Lind wa 
among the artists who performed there. The hall then passed into the hands of 
the Boston Theatre proprieters, who used it as a supper room when balls were g 
at the theatre.“Sometime during this period the present facade was constructed 
The rest of the bldg. was used as the annex for the adjacent Adams House Hote 

In+1879 the name was changed to the Gaiety and in 1881-2 to the Bijou, at 
which.time the interior was completely rebuilt by arghitect Geo. Wetherell int 
the most complete and elegant theatre of its size."“This 900-seat theatre, 9° 
1st in Boston to use electric lighting throughout, was located on the 2nd fl. 
and was used for “parlor" operas,particularly Gilbert & Sullivan. 

In-1886 Keith & Batcheller leased the Bijou, where they offered popular com 
with 2 performances daily. Keith continued to operate his Gaiety theatre at 56 
Washington which had continuous vaudeville showsJ In 1892-94 Keith built his 
palatial "Keith's New.Theatre" behind -the-present bldgs-twhere parking lot is 
with an entrance through the present bidg.<at 37s The Bijou then became the 

Bijou Qpera Hous Coni@demetaer adiaatna ity, réAise Poeistaweee tegadeykeith into 


ee * 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) + (cont ) 


oe 






National Register: Part of "Washington Street Theatre District" listed 1979 
(contributes to the district) 


*Significance (cont) : the "Bijou Dream" one of Boston's earliest movie theatres) 
opened in Feb. 1908. In the 1940's the Bijou was renamed the Intown and Keith" 
was the Normandie. Eventually Keith's Theatre was razed and the Bijou space | 


remodelled (the present bldg. does not contain a theatre ) Keith's entran h 
een tot ae: d hd " e ex. ce = | 
ibiiveraphy and/or sefesences (Such ae TST bis BERET dedaig? UvsBaddr arcade. 


Bibliography and/or references (su 
records, early Maps, etc.) | 
1. The present facade does not appear in graphic illustrations dating 1854 
(SPNEA files) and 1857 (Midgeley's Sights of Boston and Suburbs p. 96 at BE 
Does appear in photographs of the Adams House dated 1860 (SPNEA files) 
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TH-CBD 492 CBD 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 


N ui 
: a | 549-563 R Area_QA_#71H-) 
heat ADDRESS Washington St. COR. 
| (main entrance at #559) 
NAME Paramount Theatre/ same) ae 
present original 


MAP No. 24n/12F SUB AREA 
uilding permit 10 30 


DATE, 1930-32 opening 2/26/32 _ 


source 

; ARCHITECT Arthur H. Bowditch (permit) -: 
re -| | aur ,  Sieibeelei— 

a=# he BUILDER George B.H. Macomber : — 
a | source 


\e RN 4 
se PARAMOUNT OWNER 
z, — are era original pres 


PR SAYS Oe 8s ee otek eerie tiny toe A eee eee 
i bay i 
res fas / eee Oey ee Le 
as a PHOTOGRAPHS 1 °/5 +file (interior 3/5; 3/6) «79 


7 oral MN, Adams House 








TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) theatre and 3 stores 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) equivalent to 5 in plus 
elg 


ROOF flat cupola dormers 


ee ae 








MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone BSE > . izor steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 3-bay Moderne theatre facade articulated with Trace 
vertical design elements characteristic of the 1930's. Central bay de- 
fined by cable-fluted pilasters rising from marquee to roofline. Side bay; 
feature single elongated windows covered by metal grillwork in geometric 


patterns, with Paramount and Publix emblems above. Original Art Deco 


upright sign and original marquee (covered by later paneling) 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic : 

and marquee (appear reversible) 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA_13,114 . 5a. Fest 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Part of architecturally Mota bl aNencenels 


(NR "Washington Street Theatre District" )across from e Pl 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Paramount 
is significant as one of the city's cfirst 
theatres built exclusively for movin 

. pictures and as the best Boston example of 


(Map) hae the Art Deco style i : 
The theatre has been called Boston's mos 
elabor A j i 


___When it opened in 1932, the Paramount was 
billed_as_"the first ingimate de luxe picture 
house Boston has seen."“It differed from the 


palatial Metropolitan, an earlier movie 
4, theatre (now the Music Hall), by 


(NRD/C) June. 1979 


| 
| 


Moved; date if known 





Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal . Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts x settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 














Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) eae 
offering 2 " omelike’ ,ultra-modern interior designea specifically for the 


best possible projection of films, rather than for film/stage show combinati 
(The presence of backstage dressing rooms and musician's rooms indicates tha 
some Live entertainment was also anticipated. ) 

The theatre, which seated about 1500 and remains remarkably intact, feat 
polished oriental walnut and African ebony walls, Art Deco wall murals, and 
"modernistic seat coverings "(since replaced). Among other attractions, the 
Paramount had a "seat board" for locating vacant seats, a lounge under the 
theatre for meeting friends, anda urlitzer organ which could be raised or 
Lowered to stage level as desired. . 

The first feature was "Shanghai Express" with Marlene Dietrich. The prog 
also contained a Burn's and Allen cartoon, a Minnie the Moocher cartoon, new 
reals and “other novelties" plus the organ. 

Architect Arthur Bowditch also designed the Old South uilding (1902), 
the Hotel Somerset, the Stoneholm apartments in Brookline; and the 1903 
Park Theatre remodelling (by Bowditch and Stratton). Many of the design moti 

- appear in other Paramount theatres Glsewhere in the UsS- © 

The Paramount was erected on the site of several hostelries which served 
early theatre enterprises... The first.was. the Lamb. Tavern (1745). The first 
stage from Boston to Providence left from its doorstep in 1767. Later Laban 


Alans pengoted the, Greek Revival Adame Houses: consitened, SMe raney ste tenes 
= ¢ an dp gee 


for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, contex ee Beas To 
copes Sea Recommendations: ; way for the Paramo 
14)Recommended for study as possible Boston Ci Landmark teri j 
2) Part of "Washington Street Theatre ros ton Serthational howinier Oi atria aaa 
( listed in 1979) : 


Current Status: The Paramount closed down in Feb.'76 and has suffered some 
and water damage since that date. Negotiations are underway between BRA 
eee aorta eee Hank Caen developer who would like to convert the bldg. to 
-seat restaurant/dinner theatr ur : 
Bibliograph eae references ach a3 arth peter tes deeds, a3 e¥sarts BS Testa’ 
SORT EE oe early map a argeted’ opening date is Jan 
1. Boston Herald, ae 31 ‘p. 19 (adv.) 19 
>. Boston Globe, 12/26/32. p= Piand t7Aalso ps 12 of 2/25/32, adv.) 
3. Douglass S. Tucci, "The Boston Rialto.." City Cons. League, 1977 
4. Douglass S. Tucci, Built_in Boston, 1968 (index) 
5. Harvard Univ. Theatre Collection, Paramount file. 





TH- CBD 493 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


565 
ADDRESS Washington St. COR. 





NAME 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE 1895-1902 Atlas (no permit) - 
| source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 4 ©/6 “79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) commercial a 7 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 5 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (brick stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 3-bay pier and spandral commercial building with brick 
block comice. Paper : 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor (moderate) drastic remodelled storefront 

CONDITION Good) fair poor LOT AREA 4545 sq. feet 

NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS One of two building on the block not 

included in "Washington Street Theatre District" NR listing | 
SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) This turm-of- 
the-century brick commercial building, of 

(Map ) . minor to no architectural interest, stands 

on the site of the small frame building 


where BF Keith began his "Museum of 
(M) June, 1979 





Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community/ 
development 





Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 


Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 
invention 
Social/ 
humanitarian 
Transportation 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


Curiosities" and initiated his vaudeville career in 1882-83. 
(see forms for 539 and 547 Washington) 


~ Preservation Consideration (accessibility, 


a 


a ee 


for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) | 
Not recommended for protective designation. 


re-use possibilities, capacity 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early Maps, etc.) 


TH-CBD 494 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form Yc. Area CBD 


569 
ADDRESS —_- Washin oton COR. 
NAME 
present original 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE 1935 Building permit 4/16/1935 


: source 
(Sent wee |@, 
———| 7 ARCHITECT Shepard & Slearus " . 
, source 


BUILDER Hew Construction Co. " 


E. Sohier Welsh& 
OWER Sylvester Brown,Trus./ 


original present 


1, fe nibs: | ti) ‘2 % a 
a a promocarys ( “fesnqs 


TYPE (residential) single ‘double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


one store 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 2 plus 





ROOF feba G cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick (stone) limestone concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Moderne commercial building with characteristic cable 
fluted pilasters and stepped-parapet roof treatment 


1st floor completely modermized 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate (drastic) sign obscuring 2nd floor 
CONDITION good poor | LOT AREA 4328 sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS _ Qne of two buildings on block not included in 
" j esas dij TO SOUL ee 
SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) Fair example 


| of Moderne architecture which has lost 
(Map) | its visual interest because of insensitive 
iy - 7] t xr +3 wns 
(M+)June, 1979 





Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


— e+ reer eee - am ee = ~~ - ee . - . = ——L ae 


“Preservation Consideration. (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography ard/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


se 





BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 
| 589-595 ' 2-20 Avery St. 
ADDRESS Washington St. COR. Haymarket Place 
¥ -yame Hotel Avery (same) 
present original 
Te MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
N DATE 1914 Building permit 





| source 
C.H. Blackall & : 


ARCHITECT Hurd & Gore 


bist. (AE 


2 
ty 

3 
ou 
te 
Ht 





source 


| a= 
/=eam 


BUILDER Haynes Construction Co. Arch. Clyb 
source earodoo 


OWNER Commonwealth Assoc./ 
original present 


tes 
, ‘2 H 


a, Cytol = 





PHOTOGRAPHS 1 5/3 29 ‘ 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck 


ten apt. 
(non-residential) hotel & stores 

NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 10 plus 

ROQESe flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco 


asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) (brick Stone 


limestone concrete iron/steel/alun. 
rim 

| BRIEF DESCRIPTION "Colonial Revival"commercial building with narrow 3-bay 

principal facade on Wash. and block-long 17-bay facade on Avery. Class- 
ical detailing in limestone concentrated on lower 3 floors (1st fl. now 
heavily altered); upper floors generally feature paired windows (or 
single windows along Wash) with 1/1 sash, jack arch lintels & stone key- 
stones. Stone dentil comice. 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION drastic heavily altered storefront 


CONDITION Good) fair poor | LOT AREA 5625 “sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS L-shaped corner building with facades on 


Washington and Avery 


SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) This notable, 
well-preserved 


eclectic "Colonial brick hotel contributes 
(Map) 


to the Washington streetscape and was 
5 wees eee ae 


Bata lse 


c = 


(N) June, 1979 class hotel, the Avery was promoted as "the 


Moved; date if known 
Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement | invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
latest and most modern hotel in the City" with up-to-date features including 
complete fireproofing& all outside rooms each with a bath. 

According to contemporary newspaper accounts,-the first floor was to be 
occupied by an elaborate hotel office, reading room and public dining room. A 
rathskeller was planned for the basement near Haymarket Place. The second floa 
was given over to dining rooms and banquet rooms and the rest of the floors to 
sleeping rooms except for "Sample rooms" on the 1ith floor. Interior wood fini 
was gum wood with mahogany stain. The style of the, building was termed "French 
Renaissance" and cost was estimated at $1,250,000. 

The land on which the Avery stands was cleared in 1914 as part of the 
widening of Avery St. from 12 to 40 ft. The hotel was constructed just ane 
this change in street pattern, on the resulting narrow lot. 

The Avery Hotel is typical of the eclectic use of Colonial and classical ‘ 
motifs common in some of, Blackall's work, particularly the Wilbur Theatre. 
Blackall was also adept at other popular styles which he used in other buildin 
in the theatre area (the Colonial, Modern, Metropolitan/Music Hall, Pilgrim/ 
Olympia, Publix/Gayety and the Little and Demmon Buildings) and is credited wi 
building the first steel-frame es Boston, the Carter/Winthrop Bldg. of 1 
an example of Blackatlts interest in technological side of architecture. 

The Avery is still in use as a eee AP EAS ED Sete A 

; “Preservation Consideration’ (accessibility, re-ase possibilities, capacity 

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, ee assessor's 
records, early Maps, etc.) 


1. Boston Globe 10/10/1914 
2. Architectural Club Yearbook, 1916, p. 184 (advertisement for 
Haynes Const. Co. with illustration of hotel.) 
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TH-CBD 496 


BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Saaee Information Form co No. CBD 
Ind. # GS 
597-603 rit: 
ADDRESS Washington St. cop. Fayette Court 
NAME /Pope Manufacturing Co. 
present original 


MAP No.  24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE obably 1881 City Directories 
Atlas date range is source (no permit) 








1874-1883 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
$o 
Herbert G.wgrernyy russ 
OWNER / 4% Bromfield St. 





eg cmes present 

4 : 
morocaares_} 7/2, 24/6 +79 
Ward 3, Parcel #4893 SE De SIs ee eee ls 
: Individual Ref. 
_ TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck tan apt. : 
offices and bicycle showrooms 3 





NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 4 plus 

ROOF flat cupola dormers 

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick Stone) Concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Neo-Grec commercial building with the squared geometric 
forms and incised decoration characteristic of this "Victorian 
Renaissance" style. Modern storefront;. 2 wide show windows at level 2 
followed by 2 stone upper floors divided into ‘6 bays by stone pilasters 
carved in one of 4 designs; capped lintels at level 3. Dentil comice. 
1) storefront completely altered 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor (moderate - drastic)2) stone 2nd fl. replaced b 


. show windows 3) orig. parapet 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 5871 sq. feet removed 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS With the nei chhoring #4611 Washing: 
this building helps establish the characteristic 4.6 Story height 


of lower Washington St. : 
SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) This late 19th 
century commercial building is significant 
as one of only two Nes-Grec exampl in the 
: thedtrevarea* andjihistorically; as the 
(Map) Boston headquarters from 1881-1886 of the 
Pope Manufacturing Company, Manufacturers 
nig er x 
In 1877 Albert Pope began importing 
English bicycles and in 1878 his Bostonahase 


co y bd the first ufact f 
(NRI). June, 1979 company became e first manuta urer oO 


Ween ee tthe ether,at 14¢-Stuart;-is scheduled to 
SS wha damolianed 


ae 
gue 


Moved; date if known a 
Themes (check as many as avvlicable) = 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation x 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation x 
development 




















Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
the vehicles in America, built under the trade name "Columbia" in the 
factory of the Weed Sewing Machine Company in Hartford, Conn. 3 

Pope moved its principal offices and showrooms from 87 Summer St. to 597 
Washington St. in 1881, probably the date of completion of the present 
structure. The company, which also had showrooms in New York and Chicago, 
remained on Washington St. until 1886, when they moved to 79 Franklin. By 
the 1890's , Pope Manufacturing had Pee R IC its interests to Hartford, 
where the factory had always been located. 

Columbia bicycles were advertised as "the finest in the wopid," "a 
modern vehicle for convenient transportation. and recreation."“ The first 
models were of the type known as the "Ordinary" or high-wheeler and were 
relatively hazardous because the rider's center of gravity was toward the 
front./’Because the bicycle was a new mode of travel at the time, the 
company ran a riding school on he Washington St. premises offering free 
lessons for novice purchasers. 

~ In the first decade of the 20th century,the building became one of the 
offices and salesrooms for the Goodman, Leavitt and Yatter Company, sellers 
of billiard tables and supplies and operators oe a a Detter parlor on the 
premises. - = —-—-—-- ---+-. eer oe ~-+--- 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 
National Register: Recommended for individual listing. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
ante early maps, etc.) 


. King's Handbook of Boston, 1885, p. 340-341 
5 Boston City Directories, 1880's, advertisements 
3. Smith Oliver and Donald Berkebile, Wheels and Wheeling, The Smithsor 


Cycle Collection, Smithsonian Studies in History and Technology # 
Washington, 1974 p. 17. 
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The new Catalogue of the Pope Manufacturing Co. is one of 
the most elegant and instructive of trade publications. Ina 
discriminating, scientific way, it describes and illustrates the 
best points in the construction and operation of the bicycle. 
Enclose a three-cent stamp for it. ; ae ts 





eo . THE POPE MANUFACTURING CO., 
| MAKERS AND WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN BICYCLES, WHEELMEN'S SUPPLIES, TRICYCLES, ETC, ETC., 
: : _Warerooms, 597 Washington Street, Boston. ; 
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TH-CBD 497 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 








605-611 
ADDRESS Washington St. COR. arena Court 
Parker g. (alley) 
NAME (Henry F, alae crac doce 
present original Establishment 
MAP No. 2UN /1 2h SUB AREA Theatrs 
DATE 1875 Deed Research 1 
: source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source Mass. 
eruhn IE Chepenie alghe (6 feiraye 
OWNER 
Original present 
puoTocRaPHs 1 °/3, 23/1 +79 : 
Ward 3, Parcel 4869 UTM# 19/330060/4690770 


Giridvineree>) 


TYPE (residential) single double row §2=fam. nw eo-deck = tens apt. 


(con-residential) piano factory and showrooms eee 
NQ. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 6 plus 


ROOF to cupola dormers 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alun/ vinyl eee 
(Other) brick stone concrete iron/steel/alum.(Cast iron , 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Renaissance Revival cast-iron front with 7 bays along 
Washington, a curved bay at the corner, and one cast-iron bay on Fayette 
foll d by a brick side wall. Modem Storefront; wide show windows at 
level 2; ornate, intact level 3 with engaged pilasters &some free-standing 
colums between segmental-headed windows; cornice between 3rd & upper 
floors, where detailing has been encased or removed. 

EXTERICR ALTERATION minor /moderata — drastic) = e 


all altered: to some degree 
$q. feet 


1S 
CONDITION good (fair) poor LOT AREA 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Curved bay emphasizes comer sit, Building 


is important to streetscape in establishing medium height (4-6 stories) 
Characteristic of lower Washington St. 4 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) As one of 
only six cast iron buildings remaining in the 
Boston, “this building is significant pri- 
marily as a rare architectural type and 

ey for st ; yas the headquar- 





(Map) 


{ 





ters from 1875-1885 of a major Boston 
The construction date of 1875 can be 
5 x fFablish } 7 in + 2 Weaea sN' 


the owner, James Parker, took out a 


Moved: date: tioknowo 7 Vee “f 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social/ 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
mortgage on the,property in the amount of $110,000, probably the cost of 
the new building; By the end of 1875 the building was occupied by the 
Henry F. Miller Piano-forte Establishment, a Boston-based company founded in 
1863 which manufactured pianos sold nationwide and advertised as "celebrated 
among other points of superiority for their great durability in every climate 
beauty of proportion and finish, and a peculiar musical quality all their own 
The company made mostly grand pianos. The new building on Wash - St featured 1 
manufacturing facilities and "elegant and complete warerooms’? 
After 10 years the company joined other piano dealers in moving to the new 
"piano row" where their showroom at #156 Tremont also had a recital hall. 

From 1882 to 1895 the Washington St. structure was also occupied by J.B. 
Barnaby & Co, fashion clothiers (at #607-609). From 1895-1906 it was occupier 
by Pitts Kimball Department Store. In 1910 it housed Childs Restaurant, the 
E.B..Wood Piano Co (located there only one year) and the Coupon Music 
Publishing Company. 
Of the 21 cast iron buildings marked on the 1888 Bromley Atlas, only six 

survive today: 120 Fulton (McLauthlin Bldg), 114% State, 169-173 Summer, 
40-46 Summer, 13-17 Milk, and 607-611 Washington. The alterations to the 
upper floors of 607=611 Washington may bé per aleS reversible by removal of 
encasing. 

Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


National Register: Recommended for individual listing. 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 

records, early maps, etc.) 

1. Suffolk County Courthouse, Book 1252 p. 141 Mortgage, James Parker 
to Mass. Hospital Life Insurance Co, Jan. 11, 1875. (NB- Building) 
does not appear on 1874 Atlas; in 1875 the Miller Co. is listed A 
there, a further confirmation of the 1875 date.) | 

2. Boston and Its Points of Interest, 1895 publication of the Chamber J 
of Commerce (at Widener Library) y | 

- 1875 Boston City Directory | 

. Contributions to the Art of Music in America by the Music Industrie 

of Boston, 1640-1936, by Christine Ayars, New York, 1937 p. 1 | 

. Photographs, SPNEA Washington St. file. | 
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SPNEA photo of 1904 showing #605-611 Washington St. before 
alterations. 
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TH-CBD 498 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION aaa Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


619-631 Washington 
ADDRESS COR. 


NAME State Theatre/Hub Theatre/ Park Theatre 
present original 


MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
1879- original theatre (opened 4/14/1879 
—(nresent facade probably dates from 


DATE 
1937 remodelling) source 
ARCHITECT 
_ source 
BUILDER | 
| source 
OWNER 
original present 


5 
pyoTocrapas 1 ~/4+79 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
eee | 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 6 plus 
ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone 5 toon stecl/ alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION Symmetrical Moderne ae of 7 bays . separated by 
rising piers,with spandrals slightly recessed on upper 4% stories and 
decorated with vertical fluting pattern. . Chicago windows; first and 
seventh bays project. slightly and feature eagle medallions just below 
the roofline. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic heavily altered storefront 

CONDITION good poor LOT AREA _ 44,926 ‘sq. feet 

NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Irrecular] y=sh aped building with theatre 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The State/Park 
is historically notable as tnenoLdest.m 
surviving Boston playhouse and one of only 


two surviving 19th century theatres. Its 


(Map) sy ‘ architectural significance is negligible, 
. however, because both interior and exterior 


have been totally rebuilt and almost nothing 
remains of the 1879 theatre except the 


; basic shell. 
(N-) June, 1979 | 


Moved; date if known ef 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation X 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts X settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Park Theatre, which seated about 1200, was built for Henry Abbey, wh 
with his partner after 1880, John Schoeffel, brought New York companies and 
foreign attractions to the Park. Actors who played there included Edwin Bo 
and Fanny Davenport... In 1889 Abbey &Schoeffel left to manage the new Tremo 
Theatre. In the gay nineties,the theatre was used for light comedies and w 
owned by Charlotte "Lotta" Crabtree, a Sees wealthy actress who left $4 mil 
to various charities on her death in 1924. It was Lotta who appeared in th 
opening performance of the Park, on April 14, 1879 in "La Cigale." 

The theatre was totally remodelled in 1903 by architects Bowditch and 
Stratton in the "French Renaissance" style.* Interior redecoration was by 
L.° Haberstroth & Sons; goal was to increase comfort and improve sight lines 
In 1919 the Park was remodelled into a movie theatre "for the best and choi 
of photo plays." and redecorated again.° In 1924 the theatre returned to 
legitimate stage plays, was redecorated again, and attempted to regain ist > 
class status under A.L. Erlanger. In the 1930's the theatre became Minsky 
Park Burlesque,"where Gypsy Rose Lee took ‘em off."3 The theatre underwent 
' extensive alterations again in 1937 when it was converted to the Hub Theatr 
for movies.S The present interior appears to date principally from that era 
____The-Park was erected within the walls of the 1875 "Beethovan Hall" which 


had beén constructed for musical concerts but was unable to attract an audi 
~ “Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 





Not recommended for any protective designation. 

(the theatre has undergone extensive remodelling at least four times 
and the only details that might be from 1879 are 3 door architraves 
and a ceiling molding. Both interior and exterior are undistinguish 
examples of Depression-era building, with no possibility of any type 
of restoration to the 19th century baroque of the original. The 
theatre is presently used for adult films.) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. 13. Boston Herald 4/14/1879 


1. Smith's Boston and Vicinity, 1887, p. 89 
2. Douglass S. Tucci, "The- Boston Rialto..." City Cons. League, 1977; 





‘3. Elliot Norton, Broadway Down East, 1978, p. 19 
4. Boston Herald, 9 bite 191i Fag © rang bal (a 
5. Boston Globe, sO, eae 
6. Boston Traveler, 8/30/1919. 
7» "Theatres of Today" in the Bostonian, Vol. 2, Sept. 1895(5301.45) 
8. Scrapbook of newspaper clippings, BPL Fine Arts Room. 
9. Boston Globe, 2/18/1912 (article on Lotta Crabtree) 
10. King's How to See Boston, 1835, p. 104 
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TH-CBD 499 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


659-665 Boylston Square 
ADDRESS Washington St. COR. (closed alley) 


NAME Publix Theatre/ Gayety Theatre 


present original 


MAP No. oun /12F SUB AREA 
Ullding permi 


DATE 1902 opening 11/23/1908 


source 
ARCHITECT Clarence H. Blackall (permit) - 
_ gource 
BUILDER eal 
source 


OWNER Boylston Market Assoc/ 
original present 


PHOTOGRAPHS 8 O/5 “79 








TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-res idential ) theatre 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) E136 plus 
ROOF LeLAat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stuc halt asbestos alum/vinyl 

(Other) Grick/yellow one (granite Dxoterete iron/steel/alun. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 5-bay "Tapestry Brick" steel frame building of pier and 
spandral construction. Heavily altered first floor;.second floor retains 
original cast iron storefront; upper four brick stories are regular 
in fenestration, organized by rising piers and recessed spandrals 
ornamented with glazed mosaic geometrical patterns; paired and triple 
window units. 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic storefronts modemized 
CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 4 3, 301 “sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS 5-story height of the building is character- 


istic of the lower Washington St. area. Contributes + 





SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) The Publix/ 
Gayety is notable as one of 14 Boston 


theatres by leading American theatre archi- 


tect Clarence Blackall, as a good example 


(Map) of Blacksll's eclectic interiors and 
technological innovations, and as a 
j i 


Cru vasmoas Li burlesque playhouses. 


(N+). June, 1979 structurally advanced in its use of a single 


Moved; date if known Le 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation X 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts X settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Communi ty/ : Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
girder, called "one of the largest steel girders ever used in a building j| 
in this city’ to support the balcony, thus eliminating the need for suppor? 
in columns.~ Newspaper articles also noted the speed 7s months) in which 
the building was completed. The baroque interior featured a marble-walled} 
vestibule (since remodelled), a balcony-mezannine plan with two tiers of 
boxes, and a red, gold and magenta color scheme. 

The Gayety was built for a combination of "high class vaudeville" and 
burlesque, an entertainment art which did not have its present-day sordid 
connotations. In fact, Management -promised that "every effort will always’) 
be made to present performances of a light, merry, popular character of | 
absolute cleanliness."*~ priced from 10 to 75¢, with two performances daily 
The theatre opened with Charles Waldron's "famous Toscadero company of | 
burlesquers." In 1912 it advertised actslike "20 beautiful diving girls..4 
250 gallons of water are used." Sample fare in the late '30's included 
"The Naughty Nifties" with Bubbles Yvonne and "Blondes over Boston."* In 
the 1950's the theatre was turned over to films and renamed the Publix; 
it is presently operated by E.M. Loews and used for second-run movies. 


The Gayety was built on the site of the old Lyceum Theatre, which offere 
a Similar fare of comedy, vaudeville & burlesque. The Lyceum ‘was- built on 
the approximate site of the World's Museum, another early theatre. 
- «=“Pragervation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 





a ee es 


-( *The Gayety was closed down for a week in 1939 by the city Board of Censor 
because of the salacious costumes and oe OrmaLCe . 
Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeden assessor's 
records, early maps, etc. 


1. Boston Sunday Globe, 11/22/1908 (desc. of opening and illus.) 
2. Herald, Tish S08 . 


3. Boston Post, Journal and American, 6/10/1908 


TH-CBD 499-0 CBD 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area 


669-679 
ADDRESS Washington St. corp. 1-13 LaGrange 


NAME Eros X Cinema 





present original 
MAP No. _24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE 1976 
source 
ARCHITECT 
source 
BUILDER 
source 
OWNER 
original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 8 o/ a yds 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


retail and cinema 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 2 plus 


ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other)Cbrich stone concrete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION non-descript modern 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 


CONDITION@gsom fair poor __LOT AREA 64 hé sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS corner building 








SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) 
Doe j j = 


(Map) 











(M-) June, 1979 


} 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social/ 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation 
development Te 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


oe eee + Ce - — ne te em am Le a ee 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 








-TH-CBD -499-1 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSTON 8ilding Information Form Ferm No. drea CBD 


NR Ind. # 
681-683 LF a Ki yy 
ADDRESS Washington St. COR. LaGrange St 


NAME Havden Buildings (same } 
presenc original 
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Lee MAP No. 24N-125 SUB AREA 
de DATE 1875 (Building Permit) 
¥ source 
33 ARCHITECT H.H. Richardson = 
ME & source 
4 E 
2 BUILDER. Norcross Brothers . 
SATAY sources 
a OWNER Heirs of John C, a eee Joseph P.Rall 
page: sent 


PHOTOGRAPHS iia > 6:79 


Ward 3, Parcel #4920 , UTM mn 0020/46906 
. : Ind. Ref. 





TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 5 : plus = 
RCOF flat cupola ore dormers a 
MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alun/vinyl 
(Other) brick (Fue Pongneadowcenczets iron/steel/alun. 
Orownstone 1 
SRIE> DESCRIPTION Narrow Romanesque commercial structure with characterist 


Richardsonian features including stron Massing, simple 





large scale stone detailin majo 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor drastic_ alterations to hoth ist floor 





e 


facades 
CONDITION goed (fairy poor LOT AREA 4400 sq. f2et 
| 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Buildines Pills entire lot: nerroy 22+ 
ie s : * 





’ SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) Last extant 


Gis) - commercial building in Boston designed 


2 by H.H. Richardson and one of less than 


ten commercial buildings ever desimed by 
the eminnnt architect. In massing and 


THEATRE 


(NRI) 


een eee ee -_ —-. ee se te ee ome ee ed ene oF aie —_ ~2 + 


Moved; date if lnown 
Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education © Religion 
Architectural xX Exploraticn/ Sciencea/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce . Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Commumity/ Political Transportation 
development . 


Significance (inelude explanation of themes checked above) 


facade articulation, the building is said to foreshadow Richardson's 


1886 Marshall Field Wholesale Store in Chicago, considered by 
architectural historians to have provided many of the design 
solutions for the facade treatment of Chicago skyscrapers of the 
late 1880's and 1890's. Thus the Hayden Building assumes 
significance as an early, long wmrecognized prototype for the 
modem skyscraper. : ; 


Henry Hobson Richardson (1838-1886) has been termed “the champion 
of 19th century American architecture,” pioneering a distinctive 
personal style which proliferated in America and is now termed 
Richardsonian Romanesque. Richardson designed a number of 
important Boston public and institutional buildings including 
Trinity Church, Sever and Austin Halls at Harvard, and numerous 
public libraries and railroad depots, as well as important 
national commissions such as the Albany City Hall (1880) and 
Allegheny County Buildings in Pittsburg (1883-8) 


Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


The Hayden Building, located in the Boston Adult Entertainment 
District, is now (1978) vacant on the upper three floors. The 
area is targeted for environmental upgrading and economic 


improvement and development proposals have been made for this and 


adjacent blocks. Preservation of the Hayden Building and 
compatibility of any new construction should be a primary 


consideration of any development proposal. 
nate ie) 


visespees wt CO eee res Rhee fecal histories, deeds, assessor's 

records, early maps, etc.) 

1. Report of the Boston Landmarks Commission on the potential 
designation of the Hayden Building as a Landmark under Chapter 


772 of the Acts of 1975 (includes ,extensive bibliobraphy) 
2. Zaitzevsky, Cynthia, "A New Richardson Building" Journal of the 


Society of Architectural Histwians, \WWol XXII, no. 2, May, 1973. 


3. Hitchcock, Henry R, The Architecture of H.H. Richardson and His 
Times, Cambridge, 1966 
4, Building Department, Boston City Hall (building permit- 1875) 
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TH-CBD 499-2 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


687-691 
ADDRESS Washington St. COR. 


NAME issi unge 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA lheatre 
DATE 1970" s 
source 
ARCHITECT 
See source 
0, AMA, BUILDER 
. source 
OWNER 
original present 





PHOTOGRAPHS 8 °/1 *79 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


nightclub 
NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 2 plus 


ROOF flat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) Cbric® stone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION non-descript modem 


> i— 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 


CONDITION good poor LOT AREA 2.895 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS__Located directly to the south of the 


Hayden Building . 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 
Does not contribute architecturally 
- (Map) 








(M-) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention F 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) _ 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, Sesh assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


TH- 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form a 499- Eh 


Form No 
693-703 


ADDRESS Washington St. cor. 


oe 


NAME "Adult XXX Shows" 
present original 
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA _ Theatre 
Pit DATE 





se ; 
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source 


source 


source 


original present 


HOTOGRAPHS 8 ?/2 279 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
frousresidential) Meer Dee De sn OWS einen aren er eens ene ee eee 


NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 1 plus 


ROOF Prat cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles. stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) brick stone 


concrete 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION non-descript modern 


t — 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 

CONDITION(good fair poor Lot arza 7050 ‘sq. feet 

NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Replaced row of 4-story Greek Revival 
brick gable-across buildings like the one still standing at #705-7 


SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) 


Does not contribute architecturally 
(Map) 











(M-) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 


Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


A : mer 3 a . . : -—e 
8 ee em - - ~ © . ; J - _—_o——— om: oe id 


“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) ; 


TH-CBD 26 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


(Ose AU's 
ADDRESS Washington St.COR. 1-7 Stuart St. 
, NAME 
present - QFiginal 


MAP No. 2lN /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE _ probably 1831 Dead Resaavchiee 











Source 
ARCHITECT 

source 
BUILDER 

Source 
OWNER Wm. Brown/ 

present 


Spel Bye Gy 
Liaee/As ya ieeD 
Tee tts g 573, 2 6/6 + 79 








TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 





(non-residential) robably combined residential & one 
: plus 3-story 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) yee plus _ 4 ‘extension on Stuart 
' gable across with 
ROOF stepped parapet cupola = dormers rione 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other)}( brick stone concrete iron/steel/alum. 
(common bond (ie eae 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION Greek Revival building of 3 bays on Washington & 4 bays 
on Stuart, plus a 3-bay, 3-story extension on Stuart. All windows cut 
cleanly from brick with splayed brownstone lintels on front and rectangu- 


lar sandstone lintels on side facade. Brick block cornice, asphalt-shingle 
pitch roof, brick parapet at Wash/Kneeland corner* | . , | 
* 1) 1st fl. totally modernized 


EXTERIOR ALTERATION ae moderate (drastic) 2) 2nd fl. altered on Wash. side 


adly [ 
CONDITION good fair (poor)deterioratingr AREA 1447 sq. feet 


NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Key corner located. Once part ole row ot 


19th c. bldgs of similar mass & scale; now incompatible 1-2 story bldgs 
directly to north. 





SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) This Greek 


* 
Revival dwelling is a good, typical example 
te of the style occupying a strategic comer 


7 : : " se " 


Until the past decade it was part of a 


(M) Jime, 1979. *upper 2 floors and parapet removed 5/1979 
es a 69 (bldg has lost much ofits -significance)— 





+, te R 
aE Mera eth 


te 


Moved; date if known y 








Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 

Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 

The Arts settlement invention 

Commerce Industry Social / 

Communication Military humanitarian 

Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
| 


cohesive block of 4-story 19th c. structures most of which have since 
been destroyed. The building, now lacking its original context but : 
still important to the streetscape, is badly deteriorating and in 
immediate danger of destruction. 

Deeds indicate a probable date of 1831, when Wm. Brown, a druggist, 
purchased the property and immediately mortgaged it to John Parker, 
It is reasonable to speculate that Brown used the mortgage money to 
erect a combined residence and apothecary shop. The building had a 
first floor store in 1867 when it was described in the Sanborm Insurance 
Atlas as having a slate shingle roof and store under. 

At the turn of the century the building was occupied by Wm. B.Hunt a 
was again an apothecary shop. . 


fo», ) 


Se ee ee ee : - ae ewe tare 


"Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context )i=)= + Fathead 
Building is very important to the Washington streetscape and is 
being demolished by neglect. 


Present Status: ist floor is now a modern fast-food restaurant, 2nd fl. 


is used for light manufacturing, . and the 3rd and 4th floors are 
vacant. Levels 3 and 4 are open to weather damage from burnt-out 


hole in roof and sash-less windows. Fire damage occured in Dec. 1978 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


1. Suffolk County Deeds, Book 351, pages 263, 265. See complete 
title search by Pat Wells for Boston Landmarks Commission. 
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July 1972 


707 WASHINGTON STREET/ 1 STUART STREET, Boston, Mass. 


DESCRIPTION : 


ALTERATIONS : 


OWNER: 


TENANTS : 


DATE OF 
STRUCTURE : 


4-1/2 story corner brick building with pitched, slate 
Shingle roof. 


Federal style commercial building appearing of 1820's vintage 


(Wash. St. facade): 3-bay, plain lintels, Tile Bond 
brick courses, brick dentil cornice, 
ornamental tierod washers. 


(Stuart St. facade): Georgian firewall extension distinct- 
ive feature. 


Dimensions: 22-1/2' Washington St. (SE) 
» 61-1/2' Stuart St. (SW) 
5' passageway (NW) : 
Adjoining block of homogenious scale and 
style buildings #695-701 Wash. St. (N)* 


2nd floor window facade removed and replaced with large 


paned windows. 


Royal Investment Corporation 


18 Warren St. 
Woburn, Mass. (Deeds history attached.) 


(3): Macy Drug Store 
Allied Marking Device Co. 
Johnston Badge Co. 


Unclear. Building Department packet for #701-707 
contained no original building permit. 


1867 Sanborn Insurance Atlas shows building on this site 
of similar description: 4 story brick, slate shingle roof, 
with store under. 


Style of building is similar to early 19th century structures 
on Chatham and Commercial Streets. 


* Although harmonious in scale, building material and roof line, these three 
row buildings are more elaborate in lintels and other decorative features. 
Have interesting 2nd story windows - recessed wood panel bays under single 
decorated pediment. ee ee 
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707 Washington St. 


BUILDING'S INTEREST: 


1. Forms historical environment. 


The block of buildings #701-707, of which #707 is the corner 
building, along with a similar block on the NW comer of Washington 
and LaGrange Streets (#669-679) give this section of Washington 
Street a look and feeling of an early era. 


Gives one sense of BEING IN HISTORY. 


Genuine old-time street architecture which forms a living environ- 
Ment as opposed to museum-piece landmarks - Old Corner Bookstore 
and Old State House — isolated anachronisms on stage in modern 
times. 


2. Early 19th century block buildings such as this relatively rare 
in other newer parts of the United States. 


Of special interest to visitors and tourists. Should be saved for 
people who will live in the world after us. 


3. Enhances character of Washington Street - unique street. 


Interesting in total fabric of central shopping sector of Washing- 
ton Street (City Hall to Stuart/Kneeland Sts.). Oldest looking 

part of the street. Forms exciting contrast with buildings further 
north - more pretentious grand-style commercial buildings, flamboyant 
theatre block speaking of vaudeville... 


This strip of Washington Street has particular charm because of the 
Marrowness and curve of the street and variety of building styles - 
unified hodgepodge/honkeytonk. Its character is perhaps unique 

among main shopping streets in large U.S. cities. Widening the 
street, or knocking down the theatre block and early 19th century 
block under discussion would make Washington Street indistinguishable 
from any other big city drag in the U.S.A. 


4. Adds interest to street facades of Stuart and Kneeland Streets. 


Its intimate scale, stylistic Georgian firewall extension, and 
warm oOld-looking brick make #707 stand out in interesting contrast 
to the other buildings. Especially intriguing view of building on 
curve can be seen upon entering Kneeland Street from the Surface 
Artery. Invites closer look. 


: ee ee Wells 
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TH-CBD 499-4 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. ie CBD 


NR Area_K #7TH-% 
ADDRESS 16-24 West St. COR. 
schraffts or 


present original Company’ 
MAP No. 2UN /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
DATE 1922. Building permit 5/16/1922 


source 

ARCHITECT Joseph D. Leland & Co. : 
source 

BUILDER : a 
source 


16-24 West St.Co. 
OWNER Frank G. Shattuck Co./16 West St. 
original present 


ditiae/3? : 
PHOTOGRAPHS 10 1/4, “/1 + 


aie Ward 3, Parcel 4841 UTM4 1 0040/4691040 
Ssermee fa ser. West St. UTM 


TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 





restaurant 
NO. OF STORIES (lst to cornice) 5 plus 
ROOF PIE cupola dormers 


~ MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 


(Other) brick Gtone) jimestoneconerete iron/steel/alum. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 9-bay Renaissance Revival commercial building with intact 
storefront featuring offset left & right entrances on either side of 
pressed metal show windows. Above, window treatments vary and free class- 
ical accents include cartouches and Greek fret banding. Building 


terminates with heavy projecting copper cornice with leafy. modillion 
blocks. 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION moderate drastic 


CONDITION (good) fair poor | LOT AREA 4726 ‘sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Important to visual wuity of south side of 
West St, which features bldgs of similar mass, scale and materials, _ 
SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Schraffts 
: Building is a fine example of its style 

(Map) : notable for its intact storefront and 

fea : The build; 

(NRD/C) June, 1979 was occupied for over 50 years by W.F. 


| Sch 
NAME Schraffts / "Bids. for Frank G. Shattuck 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 


Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Schraffts & Sons Corp. as a candy store and restaurant. 

Plans and interior and exterior photographs published in Architectuy 
Forum in 1923 indicate that the first floor was used for ayreresL 
satan shop and tea room, the 2nd and 3rd floors as additional tea rooms 
the 4th as a kitchen and 5th as offices, lockers and a gallery. Interio 
design was by Charles E. Birge.'The restaurant was advertised as "an 
ideal place to drop in for breakfast, lunch, tea or dinner" becayse of 
its convenient location "in the heart of the shopping district."“Schra 
had other candy shops at 11 Summer and 358 Boylston and was headquarte 
at 160 Washington St. North. The West Street store closed in the 
early 1970's and is presently vacant. 

Architect J.D. Leland (1886-1968) graduated from Harvard in 1909, 
took advanced architectural training at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in 
Paris and later became senior partner in the firm of Leland & Larson 
(with Niels H. Larson) which had offices in Boston, Worcester and New 
York and designed buildings along the east coast & New England. The 
firm designed "01d Beebo Tr Village" at Old Colony & Dorchester Ave & 

apts at 81-82 Beacon St. 
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Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) 


National Register: Part of suggested "West Street "District 


Present Status: Vacant and for sale 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's 

records, early maps, etc. ; 

1. Architectural Forum; vol. 39, Aug. 1923 pl.22-27 (photographs of 
interior and exterior and floor plans and elevations, no text 
except for captions) 

2. Advertisement, in Boston Athenaeum clipping files, West St. 

3. Boston Globe, “4/14/1968 p. 19 | 

4. BPL architectural files Wy 


TH-CBD 499-5 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD 


NR Area iw #TH-4 
ADDRESS 26-32 West St. COR. Mason 


NAME Fabyan Building 
present original 


MAP No. 2uN /12E SUB AREA Theatre 
Buildin ermit 26/1926 


source 
ARCHITECT Coolj Bu 

source Abbott Gees 
BUILDER W.M. Evatt Co (permit) 

source 


Gloyd-E. Bliss’, Trus 
OWNER Fabyan Estate c/o Berenson C 


ra neo, Presenter simctate ot. 
a 
PHOTOGRAPHS 49 1/3,1/2.%/2 +79 


ward 4. Boracl ditin fe 414/s500un cpa 
West St. Ref.#) 


TYPE (residential) single double row d2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 


(non-residential) Stores and offices 


NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 6 plus 





ROOF flat | cupola dormers 


MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
Sane brick Ston@)limestone concrete iron/steel/alun. 


Late Classical Revival 
BRIEF aaa - early Moderne commercial building with characteristic 


flatness as well as a sense of verticality created by the continuous 5- 
story stone piers and 3-story stacked metal window units at levels 3-5. 
4 bays and principal entrance on Washington, 10 bays on Mason. Fine 
pressed metal window trim with free-classic scenes on spandral panels; 
anthemion band used to define roofline, urns on roof. 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION m@inor)- Goderaté) drastic storefront remodelled 
CONDITION (good) fair poor LOT AREA 9626 _sq. feet 
NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Corner building important to the visual 
unity of West St., which features buildings of similar mass, scale 
and materials. Part of "West Street Commercial" area 

SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Fabvyan 

. Building, designed by the prominent 
(Map) : architectural firm of Coolidge, Shepley, 
Burien d j 


eo <q- t] 


(NRD/C) June, 1979 


Moved; date if known 


Themes (check as many as applicable) 





Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social / 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community/ Political Transportation 
development 





Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 


in its flatness and verticallty anticipates the Moderne but which still 
relies.on classical motifs for its decorative accents. The building is the 
best example of pane transitional style in the theatre area (see also 177 
Tremont and 154-6 Boylston), and is particularly notable for its pressed metal 
spandral panels. 

Located next to Schraffts tea room on what was once a thriving shopping 
street, the original building leasing pattern reflects an age of small pro- 
prietors and custom-made clothing which has largely disappeared. The 1930 
Boston City Directory, the first to list tenants by street address, indicates 
that some 82 small shopkeepers and professionals occupied the building by that 
date including a jewelry shop on the ground floor and, on the upper 5 floors, 
over 40 clothing-related businesses (dress,hat & gown makers , furriers, \ 
tailors, bead sellers, hosiery repairers, cleaners and dyers), 21 beauty ' 
salons, i1 prof. services (chiropodist, messeuse, electrolysis, optician, 
optomotrist and dentist) as well as a lending library, gift shop and baby shop 

Charles Allerton Coolidge (1858-1936), one of Boston's most eminent archite 
was a co-founder of the firm Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, which continued the 
practice of H.H. Richardson after his death in 1886. In 1925 Coolidge took int 
partnershp Henry R.-Shepley; son of his former associate, Francis V. Bulfinch 
Lewis B. Abbott. Both firms designed distinguished buildings all over the U. Se 

“Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context ) vs 





National Register: Part of suggested "West Street"District 


Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, Secee: assessor's 
records, early maps, etc.) 


1. Withey, Biographical Dictionary of Am. Aronaaneetes p. 136-7 
2. Boston City Directory, 1930 
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